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by Tom Keaveny

BEARDSLEY – On Sunday, June 25, 170 
parishioners, past and present, young and 
old, gathered at the Church of St. Mary in 
Beardsley with Bishop John M. LeVoir and 
the newly installed pastor of the Church of 
the Holy Rosary in Graceville, Fr. Brian 
Oestreich, and retiring St. Mary’s and Holy 
Rosary pastor, Fr. David Breu, as they 
celebrated what would be the last regularly 
scheduled weekend Mass to be held at St. 
Mary’s.

Earlier that morning, Bishop LeVoir 
installed Fr. Brian Oestreich as the pastor of 
Holy Rosary in Graceville and its expanded 
territory now to include St. Mary’s in 
Beardsley and the closed parish of St. 
Barnabas of Barry. 

As the diocesan decree states, the Church of 
St. Mary “is now joined to the territory of 
the Parish of Holy Rosary in Graceville, the 
name of the newly merged parish remaining 
Holy Rosary, and the care of all temporal 
goods of the former Parish of St. Mary 
passing to the care and ownership of the 
Parish of Holy Rosary, including the church 
building.” 

The pastoral planning surrounding these 
events began with discussions with Bishop 
LeVoir and the priests in Region 6 in 2013. 
Bishop LeVoir visited with the St. Mary’s 
parishioners in March 2015, and there were 
subsequent visits with parishioners and 
parish leadership in 2016 and in the spring 
of 2017. 

Going forward, St. Mary’s 
will be maintained as a sacred 
space where the Eucharist may 
be reserved, the faithful may 
pray, Mass may be off ered, and 
funerals may be held, all at the 
discretion of the pastor.

The Church of St. Mary is the eighth parish 
in the diocese within the counties of Big 
Stone, Lac Qui Parle, and Swift to no 
longer have a regularly scheduled weekend 
Mass. Nowhere in Minnesota is this rapid 
decline of rural population and the decline 
of Catholic households more clearly 
illustrated. 

Throughout the years, the parish community 
of Graceville has seen many changes. 
At one time, the pastoral assignment at 
Holy Rosary was simply a single parish 
assignment in a community that included a 
Catholic hospital and nursing home and a 
Catholic grade school. Now, Holy Rosary 
is one of the four  parishes comprising 
the Spirit of Life Area Faith Community, 
which Bishop LeVoir offi  cially established 
eff ective July 1, 2017. 

As pastor of the Spirit of Life AFC, Fr. 

Oestreich serves the Church of the Holy 
Rosary in Graceville, Church of St. 
Michael in Madison, Church of St. John 
in Ortonville, and Church of St. Joseph 
in Rosen, and oversees St. Mary’s in 

Beardsley and the closed parish of St. 
James in Nassau, whose territory is now 
part of St. Joseph in Rosen. 

In the past ten years, these parishes have 
been a part of three diff erent area faith 
communities. Fr. Oestreich’s assignment 
includes all of the geography of Big 
Stone County and more than half of the 
geography of Lac Qui Parle County, making 
this the largest (30 by 50 miles) area faith 
community in the diocese.

Retired New Ulm diocesan priests Fr. 
David Breu and Fr. Jack Nordick continue 
to live in the Spirit of Life AFC region and 
both assist with weekend Masses and other 
pastoral needs to help insure the success of 
these sensitive and challenging transitions.

 “St. Mary’s in Beardsley continues its 
spiritual journey with some of its former 

traditions and a sincere eff ort by the 
parishioners to embrace our new realities,” 
said Fr. Oestreich. 

Since the merge, households have registered 
and are attending Masses at the 
Church of the Holy Rosary in 
Graceville, Church of St. Anthony 
in Browns Valley, or Church of St. 
John in Ortonville.

As time goes on and other 
demographics and attendance 
realities unfold, Fr. Oestreich 
is confi dent parishioners will 

continue to adjust accordingly. “I am most 
grateful that Fr. Breu and Fr. Nordick 
continue to live here and that they share 
their pastoral gifts in our area faith 
community. Deacon Art Abel’s daily 
presence in Graceville is also a blessing. 
Without their presence, we could not 
accommodate all of the expectations for 
Masses and prayer services the people 
here so desperately want to maintain,” Fr. 
Oestreich said. 

“The pride of the parish heritage and the 
hope of our future radiates through the 
people, our ministry, and the common bond 
we share in Jesus,” stated Fr. Oestreich.

Tom Keaveny is director of the Offi  ce of 
Pastoral Planning for the Diocese of New 
Ulm.

Diocesan parish planning realities unfold as two more parishes merge
St. Mary’s in Beardsley celebrates last scheduled weekend Mass; merges with Graceville parish

Pictured above are many of the 170 parishioners from the Church of St. Mary in Beardsley who joined Bishop John M. LeVoir 
along with their new pastor Fr. Brian Oestreich and their former pastor, now retired Fr. David Breu, for the last regularly 
scheduled weekend Mass at St. Mary’s before it merged with the Church of the Holy Rosary in Graceville. 
                                                                                                                                          (photos by Megan O’Neill Photography)

The most senior member of the Church 
of St. Mary in Beardsley, Margaret Klein, 
age 102, is pictured holding the parish’s 
newest member, Blake Bruinsma, son 
of Brian and Amanda Bruinsma. Eight 
parishioners over the age of 90 were in 
attendance at the Mass on June 25.

“The pride of the parish heritage and the 
hope of our future radiates through the 
people, our ministry, and the common bond 
we share in Jesus.    - Fr. Brian Oestreich”
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