
Since the Second Vatican 
Council, our beloved popes 
have called upon the faithful 
to join them in praying for 
the outpouring of the grace 
of a New Pentecost.
What exactly are we asking 
for in this prayer? What are 
the visible signs indicating 
that this grace is at work 
in the Church today? And 
finally, how can each one of 
us respond personally to this 
moment of grace?

These are some of the 
questions Peter Herbeck 
will address as presenter at 
this year’s Bishop Lucker 
Lecture. The title of the 
presentation is “The New 
Pentecost: Receiving the 
Fullness of the Holy Spirit.” 

This annual event, sponsored 
by the Diocese of New Ulm, 
will be held on Monday, 
March 11, at 7 p.m. on at 
the Church of St. Catherine 
in Redwood Falls. A 
reception will follow the 
event. Everyone is welcome 
to attend. There is no 
registration.

Herbeck is a native of New 
Ulm and is vice president 
and director of missions 
for Renewal Ministries. 
He is co-host of EWTN’s 
The Choices We Face and 
Crossing the Goal. He is an 
author, speaker, and hosts 
the daily radio show Fire on 
the Earth. Peter and his wife 

Debbie have four children 
and reside in Ann Arbor, 
Mich.

In anticipation of his 
presentation, Herbeck 
agreed to do an interview for 
The Prairie Catholic with 
Deacon Mike McKeown.  

Q. Why is the Holy Spirit 
essential in the life of every 
believer?

To be Christian is to be 
brought to new life in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
It is only through the total 
transformation that the Holy 
Spirit brings about in us 
that we can understand our 
fundamental identity. 

Jesus’ entire mission, his 
whole life and ministry, his 
incarnation, his death on the 
cross, his resurrection and 
ascension, was to give us 
new life in the Spirit. This is 
what it means to be saved: to 
have his life in us to bring us 
from death to life. 

This is the life that Jesus 
gives us in our baptism. 
It is the Holy Spirit who 
leads us to the repentance 
and forgiveness that brings 
salvation for the whole 
world. 

This is not just a theological 
concept, it is our 
fundamental identity and 
the life of Christ in us that 
gives us the power to fulfill 

our mission. This is the very 
essence of Christianity.   

Unfortunately, many 
people go through life not 
knowing what it means 
to be transformed by the 
Holy Spirit so the gifts of 
the Spirit lay dormant and 
undiscovered. Being brought 
to new life in the Spirit 
awakens the graces of our 
baptism and we begin to see 
the gifts and fruits of the 
Spirit manifested in our life 
in a powerful way. 

Q. Why do you feel some 
Catholics resist the Holy 
Spirit?

The main reason is that 
people fear what they don’t 
know. It is much easier to 
stay in our comfort zone and 

not risk a spiritual encounter 
that calls us to something 
greater. 

Human beings love to 
control. It’s difficult for 
many people to give the 
Holy Spirit permission to 
change their life to become 
more like Christ. 

Also, many baptized people 
are unconverted. They 
have never been led to an 
understanding of what it 
means to have a relationship 
with the Holy Spirit, so they 
have low expectations. 

If people don’t see life in 
the Spirit modeled or they 
don’t hear it preached about, 
they don’t realize how the 
Holy Spirit makes their 
relationship with Jesus real 
and alive. Without that living 
relationship, our spiritual life 
is merely human effort and 
moral striving. 

Q. In what ways do you see 
the Spirit moving in ways 
that are new or different 
from thirty or forty years 
ago?

The Church is more 
desperate today compared to 
a few decades ago. Worldly 
sickness and strongholds 
of sin in the Church are 
being exposed, causing 
many bishops and Church 
leaders to feel humbled and 
shaken. This is a work of 
God. He disciplines those 

he loves, and he loves 
his Church. As we face 
our human sinfulness and 
powerlessness, clergy and 
laypeople are turning to God 
rather than being self-reliant. 
People are crying out to 
the Holy Spirit, “We need 
you!” Many are beginning to 
realize that if we don’t know 
Jesus Christ as Lord and 
have a living relationship 
with him, we are going to 
drift away with the culture. 

Q. How do you see the 
Holy Spirit active in 
evangelization in the 
Church today?

It’s very clear that all 
effective evangelization 
efforts today are led by 
people who have been 
deeply touched by the 
Holy Spirit. We see this 
in the evangelization and 
discipleship formation 
that is happening as a 
result of ministries such as 
ChristLife, Alpha, FOCUS, 
and Cursillo. 

Many people are 
encountering Christ and 
being transformed by the 
Holy Spirit through these 
and other ministries like 
them. 

Editor’s note: Deacon Mike 
McKeown is director of 
Adult Faith Formation for 
the Diocese of New Ulm.
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