
message on mercy from one of 
the pope’s missionaries of mercy, 
praise and worship music, the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and 
Benediction.

Sr. Myriam Rose Schaffer, 
director of the Offi ce of Worship 
for the Diocese of New Ulm, was 
asked by Bishop John M. LeVoir 
to head up organization of the 
day’s events. She said she and 
her planning team want to bring 
the whole diocese together for a 
truly memorable event that will 
highlight what the Year of Mercy 
means.

“Bishop LeVoir has talked 
throughout this year about 
the Year of Mercy as kind of 
a keystone of Pope Francis’ 
pontifi cate and how we as a 
Church really want to make 

the most of this year,” she said. 
We want to “make it a year that 
changes us, that makes us into 
a more merciful Church and a 
more merciful people, a people 
more able to receive the mercy of 
God.”

Participants can make their 
trip to New Ulm a pilgrimage 
by walking through the 
Cathedral’s Holy Door, which 
will enable them to obtain a 
plenary indulgence under the 
usual conditions: receiving 
holy Communion, being truly 
repentant for their sins and 
receiving absolution in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
praying for the Holy Father’s 
intentions, and being totally 
detached from any inclination to 
sin.
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Day of Mercy to be highpoint of diocese’s Year of Mercy
Catholics across the diocese invited to celebration April 3 at Cathedral in New Ulm
by Dan Rossini
The Prairie Catholic

NEW ULM – Catholics from all 
corners of the Diocese of New 
Ulm are encouraged to save the 
date, invite family and friends, 
and come to New Ulm to take 
part in the biggest event in the 
diocese’s ongoing celebration of 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy.

A special “Day of Mercy” will 
take place on Sunday, April 3 – 
Divine Mercy Sunday – from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Cathedral 
of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm. 
The day’s festivities will kick off 
with Mass at 10 a.m., followed 
by lunch and several activities 
designed to appeal to all age 
groups and interests.

A holy hour at 2 p.m. in the 
Cathedral will feature a special 

(Continued on page 8)

When 13-month-old twin sisters Awa and Adama Mamoudou were brought to the health center in 
Gorom Gorom, Burkina Faso, they weighed just four-and-a-half pounds. The people of Burkina Faso 
repeatedly suffer from food shortages due to cycles of droughts and fl oods. By teaming up with 
Catholic Relief Services’ Helping Hands program, Catholics in the Diocese of New Ulm will package 
at least 10,000 meals for the people of Burkina Faso during the diocese’s Day of Mercy April 3 at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm.                                                 (Photo by Helen Blakesley/CRS)

When:
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sunday, April 3, 2016

What:
Diocesan Day of Mercy

Where:
Cathedral of 

the Holy Trinity
605 North State Street

New Ulm

Everyone is invited!

                                  (Photo courtesy of L'Osservatore Romano)

Pope Francis greets Mexican faithful at the Cathedral of San 
Cristóbal de las Casas on Feb. 15. He visited the Chiapas 
region on the third day of his Mexico trip to show his 
solidarity with its native populations. On Feb. 17, he decried 
the humanitarian crisis of forced migration at a Mass along 
the U.S.-Mexico border, saying that it “destroys the poorest.”
                                                              See page 4 for details.

Planting the seeds of evangelization
Leading the song during the diocese’s fi rst Systematic Integral 
New Evangelization retreat on Feb. 19 are Bryan Reising (left) and 
Deacon Mike McKeown. Reising and his wife Linda led retreat 
sessions for 15 retreatants in the Light of the World Area Faith 
Community Feb. 19-22 at the former rectory of St. Mathias in 
Wanda, planting the seeds for the SINE model of parish-based 
evangelization in the AFC.                                      See page 7.

(Photo by Debra Skelley-Blaschko)
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by Bishop John M. Levoir

At the end of the Nicene Creed, 
which we recite each weekend 
at Mass, we say: “I believe in 
one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church.” “One, holy, catholic, 
and apostolic” are called the 
four characteristics of the 
Church. How important are these 
characteristics?

The Catechism teaches: “The 
Church is ultimately one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic in her 
deepest and ultimate identity, 
because it is in her that ‘the 
Kingdom of heaven,’ the ‘Reign 
of God,’ already exists and will 
be fulfi lled at the end of time” 
(Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, no. 865). 

So, these four characteristics 
are very important because they 

One, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church
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express the deepest identity of 
the Church. Consequently, they 
are well worth exploring so that 
we might know our Church more 
thoroughly. 

Why does the Church possess 
these four characteristics? She 
possesses them because they were 
given to her by her founder, Jesus 
Christ, by the will of the Father 
and through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

Church is one
Why is the Church one? There 
are three reasons. The Church 
is one because the source of the 
Church is the one God, who is at 
the same time a trinity of Persons. 
Refl ecting the Trinity, the Church 
is one, but is composed of many 
persons. 

She is one because her founder, 
Jesus Christ, suffered, died, and 
rose from the dead to reconcile 
humankind to God and to bring 
all people together as one. 

The Church is one because the 
Holy Spirit, who is the principle 
of the unity of the Church, brings 
all the faithful together as one 
in the bond of charity. St. Paul 
tells us that the bond of unity or 
oneness in the Church is charity 
or love: “And  over all these 
put on love, that is, the bond of 
perfection” (Col 3:14). Through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, 
the Church professes the one 
faith, a common celebration of 
the sacraments, and apostolic 
succession from the fi rst apostles 
through to today.

About the oneness of the Church, 
the Catechism teaches: “The 
sole [one] Church of Christ [is 
that] which our Savior, after his 
Resurrection, entrusted to Peter’s 
pastoral care, commissioning him 
and the other apostles to extend 
and rule it .... This Church, 
constituted and organized as 

a society in the present world, 
subsists in the Catholic Church, 
which is governed by the 
successor of Peter [the pope] and 
by the bishops in communion 
with him” (CCC, no. 816).

Furthermore, the Second Vatican 
Council’s Decree on Ecumenism 
explains: “For it is through 
Christ’s Catholic Church alone, 
which is the universal help 
toward salvation, that the fullness 
of the means of salvation can be 
obtained” (CCC, no. 816).

Church is holy
Second, the Church is holy 
because her founder, Jesus Christ, 
is holiness itself. Jesus made the 
Church holy through his death 
and resurrection and by joining 
the Church to himself. Jesus 
gives the Church the Holy Spirit, 
making her a holy people. 

The Church is holy, but this does 
not mean that every member 
of the Church is perfectly holy. 
“The Church on earth is endowed 
already with a sanctity [holiness] 
that is real though imperfect” 
(CCC, no. 825).

So the holiness of the Church 
is real, but it is imperfect. That 
means that all of us sinners are 
called to cooperate with Christ 
and advance in the perfection 
of holiness by the means given 
to us by the Church, such as the 
sacraments.

Church is catholic
Third, the Church is catholic. 
“The word ‘catholic’ means 
‘universal,’ in the sense of 
‘according to the totality’ or ‘in 
keeping with the whole’” (CCC, 
no. 830). The Church is catholic 
for two reasons. One is because 
the Church possesses the fullness 
of Christ’s presence and the 
fullness of the means of salvation. 
To emphasize the fullness of 
Christ’s presence in the Church, 

one of the early theologians of the 
Church wrote: “Where there is 
Christ Jesus, there is the Catholic 
Church” (CCC, no. 830). 

In the Church, one fi nds 
everything that Jesus has 
revealed, all of the sacraments 
that Christ instituted (seven 
in number), and apostolic 
succession. Apostolic succession 
is “the handing on of apostolic 
preaching and authority from the 
Apostles to their successors the 
bishops through the laying on of 
hands, as a permanent offi ce in 
the Church” (CCC, Glossary).

The second reason that the 
Church is catholic is because 
she has been sent out by Christ 
on a mission to the whole of 
the human race (CCC, no. 830). 
Before he ascended into heaven, 
Jesus commissioned his Apostles 
to go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit (Mt 
28:9). At present, there are an 
estimated 1.2 billion Catholics 
throughout the world.

Church is apostolic
Fourth, the Church is apostolic 
because she is founded on the 
apostles. Everything that Jesus 
wanted to give to the Church, he 
gave to the Apostles. Through 
the Apostles, the words and 
deeds of Jesus were handed on 
within the Church. It is by the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
who dwells in the Church, that 
the words and deeds of Jesus 
are kept, lived, and handed on. 
The Church “continues to be 
taught, sanctifi ed, and guided 
by the apostles until Christ’s 
return, through their successors 
in pastoral offi ce: the college of 
bishops, assisted by priests, in 
union with the successor of Peter, 
the Church’s supreme pastor [the 
pope]” (CCC, no. 857)

So, the Church is one, holy, 

catholic, and apostolic. “These 
four characteristics, inseparably 
linked with each other, indicate 
essential features of the Church 
and her mission. The Church does 
not possess them of herself; it 
is Christ who, through the Holy 
Spirit, makes his Church one, 
holy, catholic, and apostolic, and 
it is he who calls her to realize 
each of these qualities” (CCC, no. 
811).

The Catholic Church is the one 
Church that Christ founded. 
But this does not mean that 
there is not holiness and truth 
outside of the Catholic Church. 
God can work outside of the 
structures of the Catholic Church 
to bring about holiness and 
truth. Nevertheless, the “Church 
possesses the fullness of Christ’s 
presence and the fullness of the 
means of salvation” (CCC, no. 
830).

Easter
Let these words of Pope Francis 
from Easter 2013 inspire us this 
Easter: “On this radiant night, let 
us invoke the intercession of the 
Virgin Mary, who treasured all 
these events in her heart (cf. Lk 
2:19, 51) and ask the Lord to give 
us a share in his Resurrection. 
May he open us to the newness 
that transforms. May he make 
us men and women capable of 
remembering all that he has done 
in our own lives and in the history 
of our world. May he help us to 
feel his presence as the one who 
is alive and at work in our midst. 
And may he teach us each day not 
to look among the dead for the 
Living One. Amen.”

May all have a most blessed 
Easter!

Listen to Bishop John M. LeVoir’s
Lent and Easter 

Messages

Listen weekly
www.dnu.org

Italy Tour
with Bishop John M. LeVoir

PADRE PIO, SORRENTO, AND ROME
SEPT. 7-16, 2016
$3895 plus airfare

Contact: 
Magi Travel, Inc.
952-949-0065
info@magitravelinc.com
www.magitravelinc.com

AND ROME
6666666
eeee
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NEW ULM – Bishop John M. 
LeVoir of the Diocese of New 
Ulm has selected this year’s 
recipients of the Diocesan 
Distinguished Service Award.

Four deserving Catholics from 
different parts of the diocese will 
receive the honor this year. The 
award is given to individuals 
in recognition of outstanding 
service in some leadership 
capacity to the diocese.

The awards will be presented 
immediately following the 
Bishop Lucker Lecture on 
Monday, March 7 at 7 p.m. at St. 
Catherine’s Church in Redwood 
Falls. A reception will follow 
the event. Visit www.dnu.org for 
more information.

Following are this year’s 
recipients.

Fr. Joseph Steinbeisser has 
been a priest of the Diocese of 
New Ulm for almost 30 years, 
having been ordained in 1986. 
He currently serves as the pastor 
of the parishes in the Shepherd 
of Souls Area Faith Community: 
St. Philip’s in Litchfi eld, St. 
John’s in Darwin, St. Gertrude’s 
in Forest City, and the Church of 
Our Lady in Manannah. 

Prior to his Shepherd of Souls 
appointments, he served as pastor 
of St. Mary’s in Willmar, the 
Church of the Japanese Martyrs 
in Leavenworth, and St. Paul’s 
in Comfrey. From 1989 to 1997 

he was the diocesan director of 
Vocations and was the episcopal 
vicar for Regions IV and V from 
2005 to 2007.

Fr. Steinbeisser’s commitment 
to the diocese has extended 
to tireless work on many 
committees. He has been a 
member of the Priests’ Council 
almost continuously since 1997 
and is currently its chairman. He 
has also been its secretary and 
vice-chair.

Throughout the years, Fr. 
Steinbeisser has been a member 
of the Bishop’s Executive 
Cabinet, the College of 
Consultors, and the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council. Since 2008 
he has served on the diocesan 
Hispanic Ministry Committee.

Wayne Carlson served as 
a member of the Diocesan 
Pastoral Council as its Region 
III representative from 1999 to 
2005, having previously served 
on the Pastoral Committee for 

Region III. He was appointed 
to the Committee on Parishes in 
2004 and spent six years in that 
capacity, advising the Bishop 
on matters pertaining to pastoral 
planning.

Carlson and his wife, Deb, have 
been married for 33 years. They 
have two grown daughters and 
seven grandchildren. They are 
longtime members of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Cottonwood, 
where Carlson has been a song 
leader at weekend Masses for 
some 25 years. At different times, 
he has also been a member and 
chair of the Parish Council, 
a member of the Education 
Committee, and co-chair of the 
Building Committee.

Sue Serbus is being honored for 
sharing both her social services 
expertise and her musical talents 
with the diocese. Bringing to 
bear her experience as a clinical 
supervisor for Mental Health 
and Chemical Dependency at 
Nicollet County Human Services, 

 2016 Diocesan Distinguished Service Award recipients announced
awards to be presented at annual Bishop Lucker Lecture on March 7 in Redwood Falls

she served as Catholic Charities 
Advisory Committee member 
from 2007 to 2010.

Serbus has also been a member 
of the diocesan choir, including 
roles as cantor and soloist, for 
over 25 years. She has sung for 
Chrism Masses, Bishop LeVoir’s 
installation in 2008, and a 
number of other diocesan events.

Serbus’ musical abilities are also 
in evidence at her parish, St. 
Peter’s in St. Peter, where she has 
been a choir member, cantor, and 
soloist for 23 years. Her previous 
parishes – St. Mary’s in Willmar, 
St. Aloysius in Olivia, and St. 
John’s in Morton – have also 
enjoyed her singing talents.

Serbus and her husband, Russ, 
have been married for 43 years. 
They have one grown daughter 
and one grandchild.

Diana McCarney is being 
recognized for her outstanding 
contributions to Catholic schools 

in the diocese. She was a music 
teacher for 24 years and principal 
for 13 years at the School of 
St. Philip in Litchfi eld, retiring 
in 2014. During this time, she 
was a member of the diocesan 
Evangelization and Catechesis 
Committee for six years and also 
served on the Schools Planning 
Committee.

McCarney has been a parishioner 
at the Church of Our Lady in 
Manannah for the last 41 years. 
Her service to her parish has 
been extensive and varied. She 
has been an organist and liturgist 
for 41 years, a catechist for 29 
years, and a DRE for 15 years. 
She is currently in her second 
three-year term as chair of the 
parish Council of Catholic 
Women.

McCarney and her husband, 
Michael, have four grown 
children and three grandchildren.

Fr. Joseph Steinbeisser Sue SerbusWayne Carlson Diana McCarney

by Claudia Broman
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

Upon returning to Sleepy Eye 
from Rome in mid-February, 
Sr. M. Jessica Swedzinski of 
the Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary 
said she acquired “new fi re and 
enthusiasm” in her vocation as a 
consecrated religious.

She was one of two women 
religious from the Diocese 
of New Ulm who attended 
the closing of the Year of 
Consecrated Life, which ran from 
the First Sunday of Advent on 
Nov. 30, 2014 to the World Day 
of Consecrated Life on Feb. 2, 
2016. Mother Mary Clare Roufs, 
superior of the Handmaids of the 
Heart of Jesus in New Ulm, also 
attended.

The year, which was declared by 
Pope Francis in 2013, culminated 
in a fi ve-day-long international 
meeting in Rome and at the 
Vatican, titled “Consecrated Life 
in Communion.” The celebration 
provided opportunities for 
consecrated religious people from 
around the world to pray, refl ect, 
and learn from one another about 
the meaning of consecrated life in 
its various forms.

“More than 5,000 consecrated 
men and women from all over the 
world attended,” said Sr. Jessica. 
“It was the very fi rst time the 
Secular Institutes were invited to 
such a meeting.” 

Five forms of consecrated 
religious life were formally 
recognized at the meeting: the 

Order of Virgins, monastic 
life, apostolic institutes and 
societies of apostolic life, secular 
institutes, and new institutes and 
“new forms.”

Sr. Jessica attended in her 
capacity as secretary of the 
Executive Board of the U.S. 
Conference of Secular Institutes, 
of which the Schoenstatt Sisters 
of Mary is a member. According 
to the Conference, members 
of secular institutes are “in the 
world and not of the world, but 
for the world,” and make up the 
newest vocation of the Catholic 
Church.

Though the experience itself

Two from diocese attend Year of Consecrated Life closing in Rome

Sr. Jessica Swedzinski (second from left) of the Schoenstatt Sisters 
of Mary in Sleepy Eye poses for a photo with Evelyn Loyola (left) 
of the Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ in California, and 
Marie and Pierre Boudier from the Institute of the Heart of Jesus 
in Paris, France. The four were in the Paul VI Hall at the Vatican 
Feb. 1 to hear a special address to consecrated persons from Pope 
Francis.                                                             (Contributed photo) (Continued on page 8)
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No Tengas Miedo
La Iglesia una, santa, católica y apostólica

por Obispo John M. LeVoir

Al fi nal del Credo niceno, que 
recitamos cada fi n de semana 
en la Misa, decimos: “Creo en 
la Iglesia, que es una, santa, 
católica y apostólica.” “una, 
santa, católica y apostólica” 
se conoce como las cuatro 
características de la Iglesia.  

El catecismo enseña que: “la 
Iglesia es una, santa, católica 
y apostólica en su identidad 
profunda y última, porque en 
ella existe ya y será consumado 
al fi n de los tiempos ‘el Reino 
de los cielos,’ ‘el Reino de 
Dios’ (Catecismo de la Iglesia 
Católica, no. 865). 

Por lo tanto, estas cuatro 
características son muy 
importantes ya que expresan 
la identidad más profunda de 
la Iglesia.  Entonces, valdría la 
pena explorar y conocer más a 
fondo de nuestra Iglesia.

La Iglesia es una
La Iglesia es una, debido a que 
la fuente de la Iglesia es el único 
Dios, una trinidad de personas.  
Como una profundización sobre 
la Trinidad, la Iglesia es una, 
pero consta de muchas personas. 

Es una porque su fundador, 
Jesucristo, sufrió, murió y 
resucitó de entre los muertos 
para reconciliar a la humanidad 
a Dios y reunirlos a todos como 
una. 

La Iglesia es una porque 
el Espíritu Santo, que es el 
principio de la unidad de la 
Iglesia, une a todos los feligreses 
como uno en el vínculo de la 
caridad. San Pedro nos dice 
que el vínculo de la unidad 
o unicidad de la Iglesia es la 
caridad o el amor: “sobre todo 
revístanse de amor, que es el 
perfecto lazo de unión” (Col 
3:14). A través del Espíritu 
Santo, la Iglesia profesa la única 
fe, una celebración común de 
los sacramentos y la sucesión 
apostólica de los primeros 
apóstoles hasta la actualidad.

La Iglesia es santa
En segundo lugar, la Iglesia 
es santa porque Jesucristo, es 

la santidad misma. Jesús creo 
la Santa Iglesia a través de su 
muerte y resurrección y se une 
a la Iglesia a sí mismo. Jesús 
otorga a la Iglesia el Espíritu 
Santo, haciendo de ella un 
pueblo santo. 

La Iglesia es santa, pero esto no 
signifi ca que todos los miembros 
de la Iglesia sean perfectamente 
santos. “La Iglesia, en efecto, 
ya en la tierra se caracteriza por 
una verdadera santidad, aunque 
todavía imperfecta” (CCC, no. 
825).

Por lo que la santidad de la 
Iglesia es real, pero no es 
perfecta. Eso signifi ca que todos 
los pecadores están llamados a 
cooperar con Cristo y progresar 
en la perfección de la santidad 
por los medios que nos ha 
dado la Iglesia, tales como los 
sacramentos. 

La Iglesia es católica
En tercer lugar, la Iglesia es 
católica. “la palabra ‘católica’ 
signifi ca ‘universal’ en el sentido 
de ‘según la totalidad’ o ‘según 
la integridad’” (CCC, no. 830). 
La Iglesia es católica por dos 
razones. Uno de ellos es debido 
a que la Iglesia posee la plenitud 
de la presencia de Cristo y 
la plenitud de los medios de 
salvación. Para enfatizar la 
plenitud de la presencia de 
Cristo en la Iglesia, uno de los 
primeros teólogos de la Iglesia 
escribió: “Allí donde está Cristo 
Jesús, está la Iglesia Católica” 
(CCC, no. 830). 

En la Iglesia, se encuentra todo 
lo que Jesús nos ha revelado, 
todos los sacramentos que Cristo 
instituyó (7), y la sucesión 
apostólica.  

La segunda razón es porque 
ha sido enviada por Cristo en 
misión a la totalidad del género 
humano (CCC, no. 830).  Antes 
de ascender al cielo, Jesús 
envió a sus apóstoles, ir y hacer 
discípulos a todas las naciones, 
bautizándolos en el nombre 
del Padre, y del Hijo, y del 
Espíritu Santo (Mt 28:9). En la 
actualidad, hay alrededor de 1.2 
millones de católicos en todo el 
mundo. 

La Iglesia es apostólica
En cuarto lugar, la Iglesia es 
apostólica porque es cimentada 
en los apóstoles. Todo lo que 
Jesús quería darle a la Iglesia, 
se lo dio a los apóstoles.  A 
través de los Apóstoles, las 
palabras y las obras de Jesús 
fueron entregados en el seno 
de la Iglesia.  Con la guía del 
Espíritu Santo, que habita en la 
Iglesia, que las palabras y obras 
de Jesús se conservan, viven y 
transmiten. La Iglesia “sigue 
siendo enseñada, santifi cada y 
dirigida por los Apóstoles hasta 
la vuelta de Cristo, gracias a 
aquellos que les suceden en su 
ministerio pastoral: el colegio 
de los obispos, al que asisten los 
presbíteros juntamente con el 
sucesor de Pedro y Sumo Pastor 
de la Iglesia [El Papa]” (CCC, 
no. 857)

La Iglesia Católica es la única 
Iglesia que Cristo fundó. Pero 
esto no quiere decir que no hay 
santidad y verdad fuera de la 
Iglesia Católica. Dios puede 
trabajar fuera de las estructuras 
de la Iglesia Católica para 
lograr la santidad y la verdad. 
Sin embargo, la “Iglesia posee 
la plenitud de la presencia 
de Cristo y la plenitud de los 
medios de salvación” (CCC, no. 
830).

La Pascua de resurrección
Que en esta Pascua las palabras 
del Papa Francisco nos inspiren 
(Pascua 2013): “Invoquemos 
a través de la intercesión de la 
Virgen María, quien conserva 
todo en su corazón (cf. Lc 
2:19, 51) y pedir al Señor de 
compartir una participación 
en su resurrección. Que abra 
nuestro corazón a la novedad 
que transforma. Que nos haga 
capaces de recordar todo lo que 
ha hecho en nuestras vidas y en 
la historia de nuestro mundo. 
Que nos ayude a sentir su 
presencia como el que está vivo 
y que trabaja entre nosotros. Y 
que nos enseñe cada día en no 
buscar entre los muertos al que 
está vivo. Amén.” 

¡Les deseo a usted y familia unas 
Felices Pascuas de Resurrección!

by Catholic News Agency

CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico –  
At the Mexico-U.S. border town 
of Ciudad Juarez, Pope Francis 
told hundreds of thousands of 
people present to beg God for the 
“gift of tears” over the suffering 
of others, especially from forced 
migration.

“Let us together ask our God for 
the gift of conversion, the gift of 
tears, let us ask him to give us 
open hearts,” he said during the 
Feb. 17 Mass at Benito Juárez 
stadium.

“No more death! No more 
exploitation!”

Pope Francis drew on the day’s 
reading from Jonah in which God 
calls upon the prophet to go and 
convert the Ninevites, whose city 
was “self-destructing as a result of 
oppression and dishonor, violence 
and injustice.” 

“God sent him to testify to what 
was happening, he sent him to 
wake up a people intoxicated with 
themselves,” he said.

Jonah’s message to the Ninevites 
and God’s divine mercy saved 
the people from self-destruction, 
proving that “there is always the 
possibility of change, we still 
have time to transform what is 
destroying us as a people, what is 
demeaning our humanity.”

This account presents us with the 
very mystery of divine mercy, the 
pontiff said.

“Mercy always appeals to the 
latent and numbed goodness 
within each person. … It seeks 
and invites us to conversion, it 
invites us to repentance; it invites 
us to see the damage being done at 
every level. Mercy always pierces 
evil in order to transform it,” he 
said.

Pope Francis traveled to Ciudad 
Juarez, the Mexican city which 
borders El Paso, Texas, to 
celebrate Mass during the fi nal 
day of his Feb. 12-17 visit to 
Mexico. Hundreds of thousands of 
people attended the Mass, which 
included faithful on both sides of 
the border.

At this place, along with many 

other border cities between the 
neighboring countries where 
thousands of Mexicans and 
Central Americans try to enter 
the United States, the story of the 
Ninevites’ conversion “echoes 
forcefully among us today” and 
invites us to conversion, Pope 
Francis said.

“In this Year of Mercy, with you 
here, I beg for God’s mercy; with 
you I wish to plead for the gift of 
tears, the gift of conversion,” he 
said. 

“To weep over injustice, to cry 
over corruption, to cry over 
oppression,” the pope said. “They 
are tears that can sensitize our 
gaze and our attitude hardened and 
especially dormant in the face of 
another’s suffering. They are the 
tears that can break us, capable of 
opening us to conversion.”

So often the humanitarian crisis of 
forced migration is measured with 
numbers and statistics, but in order 
to open our hearts to conversion, 
the Holy Father said, “we want 
to instead measure with names, 
stories, families.”

This journey, fi lled with “legal 
vacuums,” always “ensnares” and 
“destroys the poorest.”

The young are especially 
vulnerable in the fl ight of forced 
migration, he said, calling 
them “cannon fodder” who 
are “persecuted and threatened 
when they try to fl ee the spiral of 
violence and the hell of drugs.”

He praised civil and religious 
organizations dedicated to 
“accompanying migrants” and 
“defending life,” calling them 
“signs lighting the way and 
announcing salvation” just as 
Jonah did.
                    
“By their very lives they 
are prophets of mercy; they 
are the beating heart and the 
accompanying feet of the Church 
that opens its arms and sustains,” 
Pope Francis said.

He closed urging those present to 
ask for God’s mercy and grace, 
saying that it’s not too late for 
conversion.

Pope Francis grieves over 
human suffering at US-
Mexico border
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The Karels family – Stacey and Jamie, along with sons Braeden (left), 5; Owen, 4; and Easton, 2 – 
pose for a photograph at their parish, St. Joseph’s in Rosen. The Karels are expecting a fourth child 
next month.                                                                                                 (Photo by Krista Hartman)

by Sam Patet
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

The year was 2009. The United 
States was six years into the Iraq 
War. Tens of thousands of U.S. 
troops remained on the ground.

One of those soldiers was 29-year-
old Jamie Karels of Rosen. He was 
on a second deployment with the 
Minnesota Army National Guard.

“We were pretty much in the thick 
of it,” he said.

His unit was in charge of making 
sure U.S. vehicle convoys made 
it from one location to another 
safely.

As squad leader, Jamie normally 
was positioned in the middle 
of the convoy. On one mission, 
though, he decided to delegate 
his responsibilities to his second-
in-command so he could gain 
experience.

With this role reversal, he 
wouldn’t be in the middle of the 
convoy. Instead, he would be in a 
truck at the front of the line.

That didn’t bode well for Jamie’s 
wife, Stacey Karels. 

“I said, ‘You shouldn’t do this,’ 
and it didn’t feel right, kind of one 
of those instincts,” Stacey said.
Despite his wife’s concerns, 

Jamie decided to proceed with the 
mission as planned. Then disaster 
struck. A roadside bomb exploded 
during the mission, damaging 
Jamie’s truck. During his entire 
12-month deployment, he said, it 
was the only time a roadside bomb 
went off near him.

“Our truck had a lot of damage 
to it. Luckily, nobody in the truck 
was hurt,” Jamie said. “My faith in 
God, I wouldn’t say it was tested, 
it was just proven, I guess. That’s 
why I have faith in God.”

Great service, great sacrifi ce
Jamie’s story isn’t unique. 
Thousands of Catholic soldiers 
have put their lives on the line 
throughout America’s history for 
the greater good.

That’s one reason why Fr. Brian 
Oestreich, Jamie and Stacey’s 
pastor at the Church of St. Joseph 
in Rosen, looks upon military men 
and women with such high regard. 
They tend to be pretty selfl ess, he 
said.

“I personally think a lot of people 
take the military for granted,” 
Fr. Oestreich said. “I don’t think 
we as a Church would have the 
religious freedom that we have 
without these men and women 
doing what they’re asked to do for 
us.”

While Jamie takes great pride in 
serving in the military, he knows 

all too well the challenges that 
come with it.

One of the biggest has been trying 
to raise a family while being 
absent for extended periods of 
time. He and Stacey are raising 
three boys under the age of 6 and 
are expecting a fourth child in 
April. Not only was Jamie gone 
for 12 months in 2009, but he is 
also away one weekend a month 
for training. And that doesn’t 
include several two-week long 
trainings throughout the year.
“I missed one of my sisters’ 

WILLMAR - Christopher Ljungquist conducts a workshop on human traffi cking as part of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Amistad Movement Feb. 17 at the Church of St. Mary in 
Willmar. Over 30 people – mostly pastoral leaders and social service providers – attended his two-
hour presentation. Ljungquist is national outreach and education coordinator for the USCCB’s Offi ce 
of Migrant and Refugee Services and travels the country teaching leaders in immigrant communities 
and Catholic parishes how to identify and oppose modern-day slavery. He said that the Catholic 
Church in the United States is the most effective organization in combating labor traffi cking, due to 
its broad presence and the trust it has earned among immigrants.                  (Photo by Dan Rossini)

Rosen soldier and his family rely on faith as he serves his country

weddings, and then one of 
Stacey’s half-sister’s wedding,” 
Jamie said. “Just being away from 
the family … for the two weeks, it 
gets hard. I try to call home every 
day.”

“It gets better as they [the 
children] get older, but it is very 
tough for them,” Stacey said. 
“They don’t always understand 
why daddy has to be gone for so 
long.”

Thankfully, the two have their 
faith to get them through the 
rough moments. Without it, she 
said, she doesn’t know how they 
would manage to do anything.

“Our faith really taught us both to 
look at our marriage as a promise 
to God,” Stacey said about their 
fi rst months together as husband 
and wife. That was shortly before 
Jamie’s 2009 deployment.

“It wasn’t just this thing that 
people do when they’ve been 
together for a while; it truly was 
a promise in front of the Church, 
in front of him, and in front of our 
families that no matter what, we 
will stick by each other.”

Suggestions for support
So what can Catholics in the pews 
do to support their brothers and 
sisters in uniform?

The biggest thing is to pray, Fr. 
Oestreich said.  But he also thinks 
it includes thanking military men 
and women out loud for their 
service.

“I think just the word ‘Thank 

you’ means so much to so many 
people,” he said.

Jamie and Stacey agree. “A thank 
you, a simple thank you that 
someone says – it means the most 
to me. That’s like the biggest thing 
that I like to hear,” Jamie said.

Stacey said she’s also found 
comfort in knowing that if she 
needs help when Jamie is away, 
she can turn to her family and 
fellow parishioners.

“That’s big, just knowing that 
you have another branch of 
your family willing to help you, 
whether it be something really 
small – understanding that my 
child might be very loud in church 
this Sunday because dad has drill 
this weekend – or I need someone 
to mow my lawn because my 
husband’s gone for two weeks,” 
she said.

Jamie has two-and-a-half more 
years in the National Guard before 
his term of service is up. He and 
Stacey know he could be deployed 
again during that time.

Are they scared at the possibility? 
They are. But they know that 
with the support and prayers of 
their family, friends, and fellow 
Catholics, they’ll make it through.

“You’re terrifi ed that it could 
happen, but at the same time, we 
can handle it,” Stacey said.

Editor’s note: Sam Patet writes 
from Roseville, Minn.

Breaking the bonds
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by Kevin Johnson
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

REDWOOD FALLS – The 
Minnesota legislature convened 
March 8 for their 10-week 2016 
session. As elected offi cials are 
preparing agendas and prioritizing 
issues, Minnesota’s combined faith 
communities hope to energize 
their members and infl uence those 
priorities with several legislative 
proposals. 

To kick off the effort, about 40 
people attended the fi rst regional 
“Day on the Hill” meeting of 
the Joint Religious Legislative 
Coalition Feb. 18 at Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church in Redwood 
Falls. Founded in 1971, the JRLC 
is a Minnesota interfaith advocacy 
organization representing Catholic, 
Protestant, Jewish, and Islamic 
faith traditions.

This year’s Day on the Hill tackled 
the question, “What can we learn 
from Moses about advocacy and 
building a more just society?” That 
gave JRLC statewide organizer 
Jennifer Nelson a chance to draw 
some parallels in advocacy from 
the life of Moses.

“He saw God’s people oppressed 
and felt called to ensure they 
didn’t continue to live that way,” 
she said to the gathering. “We 
understand his fears: ‘Who am I to 
talk with leaders?’ ‘What should 
I say?’ ‘I’m not a good speaker 
and don’t want to go alone.’ Like 
Moses, this needn’t stop us.”

The JRLC’s goal is to formulate 
and advocate for consensus 
policy positions at the Minnesota 
state legislature. Catholics are 
represented at the JRLC by the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference, 
the public policy arm of the 
Minnesota Catholic bishops.

JRLC normally hosts its Day 
on the Hill annually at the 
Capitol. After a keynote speaker, 
training, and an issue briefi ng, 
attendees spend the rest of the day 

meeting with their senators and 
representatives.

This year, the renovation of the 
Capitol and the short session 
prompted JRLC leadership to hold 
six separate regional meetings 
across the state instead. That 
meant foregoing legislator visits, 
but provided an opportunity for 
more people interested in JRCL’s 
work to participate. 

Four faith traditions
In place of a single keynote 
address, four JRLC leaders made 
the case for faith infl uencing 
public policy issues. “People 
of faith have both a right and 
a responsibility to bring their 
values into civic life,” said Steve 
Gottwalt, a Catholic member 
of JRLC’s executive board and 
representative of the MCC.

He joked that he is a “recovering” 
former legislator from the St. 
Cloud area. “The (civic) crossroad 
with faith is very important 
in the Catholic tradition,” he 

said. “‘Faithful Citizenship,’ a 
statement of The U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, encourages 
Catholics to get involved.”

“Some say faith and politics 
should never mix,” Gottwalt said, 
but he strongly disagrees: “Faith 
absolutely belongs in the public 
arena. That’s exactly why you’re 
here tonight.” 

Reinforcing that message were 
Bishop Jon Anderson of the 
Southwestern Minnesota Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, Steven Hunegs, 
executive director of the Jewish 
Community Relations Council of 
Minnesota and the Dakotas, and 
Asad Zaman from the Muslim 
American Society of Minnesota.

Bishop Anderson echoed 
Gottwalt’s remarks, saying, 
“Martin Luther’s writings refl ected 
the view that faith absolutely 
should infl uence all parts of our 
life.” 

“Dietrich Bonhoeffer actively 
embraced it as his moral duty to 
oppose Hitler,” he said, referring 
to the German Lutheran pastor 
and theologian who was arrested 
by the Gestapo in April 1943 and 
executed by hanging two years 
later. “To love our neighbors, I 
think, we need to not practice 
silence.”

“‘Love your neighbor as yourself ’ 
is the phrase most repeated – 36 
times – in the Torah [the fi rst 
fi ve Old Testament books],” said 
Hunegs.

He added, “Justice, justice, you 
shall pursue [Dt 16:20]. Why 
‘justice’ two times? Justice has 

procedure and substance. To 
achieve fairness, legislative 
process must ensure all viewpoints 
are heard. In this age of extreme 
confl ict, JRLC is a strong witness 
by Catholic, Protestant, Muslim, 
and Jewish communities for 
reaching consensus. That in itself 
is a triumph.”

Zaman also expressed his 
appreciation for the JRLC: “JRLC 
is an amazing example of working 
toward common ground. The 
fact all four faith traditions say 
the same things about care for 
the poor, the children, and each 
other is a message God has sent 
repeatedly.”

Legislative Issue briefi ng
JRCL executive director Brian 
Rusche briefl y summarized the 
JRLC’s consensus positions on 
issues for the 2016 legislative 
session. 

–  Child care: Increase funding for 
the Child Care Assistance Program 
(CCAP), for reimbursement rates, 
and the child care/dependent care 
tax credit. 

–  Minnesota Family Investment 
Program (MFIP): Enact the fi rst 
grant increase since 1986 by $100 
per month.

–  Safe harbor funding for victims 
of human traffi cking: Increase 
funding for treatment services, 
housing, and training. 

–  Restore the vote: Remove 
barriers limiting ex-offenders from 
voting. 

–  Gun violence and public safety: 
Pass gun-sale criminal background 
checks.

–  Payday lending reform: Require 
responsible underwriting by 
lenders, limit borrowers’ loan 
frequency, and close a loophole in 
the current Payday Lending Law.

“Lawmakers really want to hear 
from you,” Gottwalt emphasized 
to the gathering. “I used to love 
nothing better than for people to 
come from my community. It’s 
the only ‘real’ thing we got down 
there. What you bring is vitally 
important.”

Participant Responses
Jim and Jeanne Ludowese are 
parishioners at St. Anastasia 
Catholic Church in Hutchinson 
and have a farm southwest of 
Hutchinson. They were impressed 
that representatives from distinctly 
different traditions could agree. 
“We appreciate that a group like 
JRLC can work together and fi nd 
common ground,” said Jim.

Sandy Tracy, a friend of the 
Ludoweses, was also inspired and 
motivated by the unity the four 
speakers expressed. “I feel I need 
to do something to contribute,” she 
said.

Deacon Tim Dolan, director of the 
Offi ce of Social Concerns for the 
Diocese of New Ulm, has attended 
many JRLC meetings and liked 
the smaller venue. “I probably 
know half the people [here] by 
name,” he said. “It was awesome 
to hear the speakers describe how 
they’re all working under the 
same God. A typical keynote at 
the bigger meeting gives only one 
perspective.”

Editor’s note: More information 
on JRCL’s positions on their 
consensus issues can be found by 
clicking “2016 Legislative Goals” 
under the Advocacy tab on their 
Web site, jrcl.org.

JRLC’s regional ‘Day on the Hill’ promotes advocacy through faith

Steve Gottwalt explains to 
those in attendance that 
they have both a right and a 
responsibility to bring their 
faith-informed values into 
civic life. Gottwalt is a Catholic 
member of the JRLC executive 
board and a former Minnesota 
legislator from St. Cloud. 

Several attendees of the regional “Day on the Hill” reviewed the 
legislative issue briefi ngs provided by the JRLC Board. Pictured 
from left are Deacon Tim Dolan, director of Social Concerns 
for the Diocese of New Ulm; Jim Ludowese; Marie Klinghagen; 
and Sandy Tracy. Ludowese, Klinghagen, and Tracy live near 
Hutchinson, and Ludowese and his wife Jeanne are members of 
St. Anastasia Church in Hutchinson.       (Photos by Kevin Johnson)

 Catholic Charities Counseling Services
                                        offered in           

 Hutchinson, Marshall, New Ulm, and Willmar
Providing: Individual, Marriage, and Family 
Counseling; Pregnancy Counseling, Adoption, Project 
Rachel, and Respect Life Resources; Parish and 
Community Response; Transition and Grief Services. 
Referred Services include: Immigration, Financial 
Counseling, and Guardianship Resources.

Call toll-free 866-670-5163, pkral@dnu.org

Sponsored by
Franciscan Monastery

of the Holy Land
For information about the 

Good Friday Collection or the work 
of the Holy Land Franciscans, visit

MyFranciscan.org/good-friday.

GOOD FRIDAY
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by Debra Skelley Blaschko
Prairie Catholic Correspondent

WANDA – What could so 
drastically change people’s hearts 
that in less than 10 years a city of 
rampant crime, drug dealing, and 
gang violence could go to being 
a community where a mother felt 
safe walking with her infant son 
after dark? 

Bryan and Linda Reising 
said that’s what happened in 
Ajusco, Mexico, when SINE, 
or the Systematic Integral New 
Evangelization, was introduced 
there in the early 1980s.

In 1990 the Reisings, with 
their infant son, spent a year at 
the pilot parish implementing 
the parish-based plan to help 
Catholics live out more fully their 
baptismal call: to deepen their 
relationship with Jesus Christ, to 
know their faith, to shape their 
lives by it, and to evangelize the 
broader community.

From Feb. 19 to Feb. 22, the 
couple directed the fi rst SINE 
retreat in the diocese for 15 
people in the Light of the World 
Area Faith Community, which 
includes St. Anne’s in Wabasso, 
St. Mary’s in Seaforth, our Lady 
of Victory in Lucan, and St. 
Mathias in Wanda. 

Bryan serves as director of 
Religious Education and Adult 
Faith Formation for the Diocese 
of New Ulm. He sees SINE as a 
radical way to rejuvenate the faith 
and transform society.

“We have seen during our time 
here in this diocese the numbers 
of parishioners dwindling … 
the numbers of really faith-fi lled 
people dwindling,” he said in 
an interview after the retreat. 
“People are dying. ... And no one 
is replacing them, as far as those 
intentional type of disciples.”

SINE, he said, “is a way that 
we can increase the intentional 
disciples, those who really take 
their faith very, very seriously 
and live it.”

To demonstrate the great need for 
new evangelization efforts, Bryan 
cited a 2008 Pew Research study 
showing that only 48 percent of 

Catholics believe that God is a 
personal God, that is, someone 
with whom they can have a 
personal relationship. That means 
52 percent view God, at least to 
some extent, as an impersonal 
force.

Further, Sherry Weddell of the 
Catherine of Siena Institute 
reported in her recent book, 
“Forming Intentional Disciples,” 
that in her survey of parish 
leaders around the country, they 
consider only about fi ve percent 
of parishioners who regularly 
come to Church to be intentional 
disciples, meaning those who are 
actively nourishing their faith and 
living it out intentionally.

Bishop’s encouragement
Bishop John M. LeVoir of the 
Diocese of New Ulm attended 
the fi rst evening of the retreat. 
He shared his excitement that 
Christians have a new and 
powerful way to get to know the 
faith and to share it.

“Lay people are called upon to 
preach the Gospel with their lives 
… but we are afraid,” he said. He 
said he believes there are worse 
times coming as our religious 
liberties are being eroded and we 
need to draw on the courage of 
the Holy Spirit. 

“By your baptism you are 
made ‘other Christs,’” he told 

retreatants. “You are made 
priests, prophets, and kings and 
given the mission to live the 
Gospel by your lives and thereby 
change the culture for the better.”

After the Reising family’s year in 
Mexico, Bryan helped implement 
SINE at Holy Family Parish 
in Rockford, Ill. With Bishop 
LeVoir’s encouragement, he is 
now making similar efforts here.

Along with Raul and Amparo 
Navarro, who have been working 
for the SINE International Offi ce 
for the United States since 1995, 
Bryan introduced the SINE 
model to clergy and diocesan 
staff at Pastoral Leader Days in 
February 2015.

Fr. Tony Hesse, pastor of the 
parishes in the Light of the World 
AFC, said their community 
was asked to be the pilot for 
SINE because they have an 
active evangelization team that 
is always seeking new ways to 
proclaim the Gospel. 

Transforming experience
Linda Reising now serves as 
executive director of First Choice 
Pregnancy Services in New Ulm. 
During the retreat, she pointed to 
some of the reasons that people 
do not embrace their faith and 
share it with others.

“We live in a culture of death and 

SINE retreat plants the seeds of the new evangelization
Catholics in the Light of the World AFC gather Feb. 19-22 to enliven their faith

Bishop John M. LeVoir of the Diocese of New Ulm shares a light-hearted moment with participants 
in the diocese’s fi rst SINE retreat Feb. 19 at the former rectory of St. Mathias in Wanda. The bishop 
attended the fi rst evening of the four-day retreat for parishioners in the Light of the World Area Faith 
Community to share his perspective on evangelization and offer encouragement. SINE (Systematic 
Integral New Evangelization) is a parish-based model for formation and outreach that retreat 
participants will progressively implement in their AFC, which includes the parishes in Lucan, Seaforth, 
Wabasso, and Wanda.                                                                       (Photo by Debra Skelley-Blaschko)

 

it is confusing. We have littered 
our earth. … We are broken in 
mind, body and spirit,” she said. 
“These are all consequences of 
original sin and only God has the 
solution. … Jesus is our salvation 
and salvation is freedom to leave 
sin behind.”

She challenged attendees to 
take responsibility for their faith 
lives. “What have I done to build 
the Kingdom of God? I have a 
responsibility to live a life that 
aligns with the Gospel,” she said. 
“Do I just do what everybody 
else does or do I act justly?”

Over the course of the fi rst 
three days, retreatants were led 
through a process of renewing 
their baptismal vows, showing 
repentance by participating in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, and 

praying for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit as revealed in the Acts of 
the Apostles.

Highlights for retreatant Sherry 
Plaetz, who is director of 
Religious Education and Youth 
Ministry for the Light of the 
World AFC, were “reconciliation 
and being prayed over for the 
renewal of the Holy Spirit – to 
enter and be active in my life.”

Faith on fi re
“But the thing I’m probably 
looking forward to most is where 
it’s going to go from here,” she 
said. “Getting together with the 
rest of the retreatants should 
keep us all alive and excited in 
our faith. I hope we are able to 
give more parishioners the same 
revival and renewal that we 
received.”

In the coming weeks, retreatants 
will continue to meet weekly to 
learn more about SINE and be 
formed into a small Christian 
faith-sharing community.

Down the road, these fi rst 
SINE participants will receive 
specialized training to conduct 
their own retreats, form new 
Christian communities, and 
engage in social and missionary 
outreach. Their goal is that 
the mission of the Church – 
evangelization – will permeate 
every ministry of the AFC and 
begin to impact the broader 
community.

Editor’s note: To fi nd out more 
about SINE and how it might be 
implemented in your parish or 
AFC, contact Bryan Reising at 
507-233-5324; breising@dnu.
org.

Jesus, I Trust in You!
DIVINE MERCY

BILLBOARD DEDICATION
Saturday, April 2 at 10 a.m.

Blessing by Bishop John M. LeVoir

The billboard is located on 5th Street North in New Ulm 
(up the hill from Allina Hospital), and features the Son of God as he 

appeared in apparitions to St. Mary Faustina.
The billboard was made possible by donations from various societies in the 

Holy Cross Area Faith Community (Cathedral, New Ulm; St. Mary, New Ulm; 
St. John, Searles; St. George, West Newton Township; St. Gregory, Lafayette).
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Sr. Myriam said that the annual 
diocesan celebration of Divine 
Mercy Sunday, which will take 
the form of the Day of Mercy 
this year, was moved from Holy 
Family Parish in Silver Lake to 
New Ulm because of the Holy 
Door. “Anyone who comes to 
that Divine Mercy celebration, 
we want them to have the 
opportunity to receive the Jubilee 
indulgence by going through the 
Holy Door,” she said.

Meals for the hungry
Among the mercy-related 
activities planned between Mass 
and the Holy Hour is a special 
opportunity to participate in a 
corporal work of mercy. The 
diocese has partnered with 
Catholic Relief Service’s Helping 
Hands project to package at least 
10,000 meals during the three-
hour period.

The completed meals will be 
shipped to feed the hungry in 
Burkina Faso, a land-locked 
West African country. According 
to CRS, over a quarter of the 
children under 5 in the country 
are malnourished, and 90 percent 
of the population must grow 
their own food to survive. That’s 
a challenge, due the cyclical 
drought and fl oods that many 
farmers experience.

Sr. Myriam said that those 
who plan to package and those 
who are unable to attend are 
encouraged to help sponsor 
the meals, which cost 50 cents 
each. The number of meals to 
be packaged will depend on the 
amount of funds raised.

“We should be able to sponsor 
10,000 meals, but if we get 
enough donations in advance – 
and people can sponsor meals 
right on the CRS Web site – we’ll 
go up to 20,000,” she said. To 
make a donation, visit  www.
helpinghands.crs.org and click on 
“Find Your Event.” Then scroll 
down until the Diocese of New 
Ulm’s event comes into view.

Divine Mercy fi lm
Another attraction of the day 
will be a special screening of the 
full-length documentary “The 
Original Image of Divine Mercy.” 
It will be shown at 11:45 at the 
Holy Trinity Historic Auditorium, 
located on the second fl oor of the 
convent of the Handmaids of the 
Heart of Jesus on North State St.

The fi lm features key witnesses 
to the mysterious case of a 
painting that survived the Soviet 
occupation of Vilnius, Lithuania, 
along with commentary by 
many notable Catholic fi gures, 
including Los Angeles Auxiliary 
Bishop Robert Barron, George 
Weigel, Christoph Cardinal 
Schönborn of Vienna, Stanisław 
Cardinal Dziwisz of Kraków, 
Fr. Dwight Longenecker, 
Harry Connick Jr., comedian 
Jim Gaffi gan, Immaculée 
Ilibagiza, and Archbishop 
Salvatore Fisichella, president 
of the Pontifi cal Council for 
the Promotion of the New 
Evangelization.

The fi lm is being shown at 
private screenings throughout the 
country during the Year of Mercy. 
It is not available on DVD.

A third activity – an open 

gym being organized by the 
Handmaids and diocesan 
seminarians in the New Ulm Area 
Catholic Schools’ gymnasiums 
– will be geared toward young 
adults and families with children. 
Despite having little to do with 
mercy, the event was a big hit 
when it was part of the diocese’s 
opening celebration for the Year 
of Consecrated Life in 2014, and 
is making an encore appearance.

Missionary of mercy
An important feature of the Day 
of Mercy will be a visit of one 
of Pope Francis’ missionaries 
of mercy, priests specially 
commissioned by the pope to 
extend the mercy of God through 
preaching and celebrating the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
throughout the Year of Mercy.

Father John Ubel, rector of the 
Cathedral of St. Paul in St. Paul, 
will preach the Holy Hour and 
hear confessions along with 
Bishop John M. LeVoir and other 
priests of the diocese. He traveled 
to Rome to be one of 800 priests 
commissioned a missionary of 
mercy by the pope at a special 
Ash Wednesday Mass Feb. 10 at 
St. Peter’s Basilica.

Sr. Myriam emphasized that 
although Fr. Ubel is coming from 
St. Paul geographically, in a 
spiritual sense he is coming from 
Rome, on behalf of the Holy 
Father.

“It’s a great privilege to have him 
here with us this day,” she said. 
“His presence as a missionary of 
mercy is really making present to 
us and known to us the mercy of 
the Church, and in particular, of 

our Holy Father.”

“It’s as if the Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, wished that he could 
have been with us to preach to 
us about God’s mercy and to 
extend to us the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, but he recognized 
that he couldn’t be everywhere 
in the world. So he sent out these 
missionaries on his behalf,” she 
explained.

Pope Francis has given the 
missionaries of mercy special 
authority to forgive sins. 
According to “Misericordiae 
Vultus,” the bull of indiction 
announcing the jubilee, they 
have “the authority to pardon 
even those sins reserved to the 
Holy See, so that the breadth 
of their mandate as confessors 

will be even clearer. They will 
be, above all, living signs of the 
Father’s readiness to welcome 
those in search of his pardon.”

Sr. Myriam said that the diocese 
hopes over 500 people will attend 
the Day of Mercy.

She hopes that “it will be an 
experience that changes them, 
that they walk away from it with 
a more profound understanding 
of God’s mercy than they’ve 
ever had before, and that deeper 
understanding of God’s mercy 
will transform the way that they 
extend that mercy to the people 
around them, in their families and 
in their communities.”

Day of Mercy activities to highlight different aspects of mercy
(Continued from page 1)

of being in Rome for such a large 
gathering was memorable for 
Sr. Jessica, participating in the 
Consecrated Life in Communion 
meeting was especially notable.

It was also the fi rst time 
cloistered nuns participated in 
such an event in Rome, observed 
Mother Mary Clare. She attended 
the gathering as a member of 
the Council of Major Superiors 
of Women Religious; she serves 
as an advisor on their Board of 
Directors.

One of the things that stood out 
for Mother Mary Clare was “the 

freedom and joy of pilgrimaging 
together” with her peers away 
from her regular duties. “It was 
just a huge grace,” she said, “just 
to have that time to be on our 
knees.”

Representatives of each form 
of religious life at the meeting 
were able to attend an impressive 
array of philosophical, cultural, 
and spiritual offerings. The 
selections were often catered to 
the particular experiences and 
perspectives of each way of life.

Pope Francis celebrated the Feb. 
2 concluding Mass in St. Peter’s 
Basilica. Both Mother Mary 
Clare and Sr. Jessica were inside 

the church and near the pope, 
while thousands of other pilgrims 
surrounded the building.

“It was just a powerful 
experience of how the Holy 
Mother Church provides,” Sr. 
Jessica said.

Mother Mary Clare and Sr. 
Jessica were also present at 
another event involving the pope, 
a Feb. 1 papal audience that took 
place in the Paul VI Hall at the 
Vatican. Mother Mary Clare 
was impressed by the pope’s 
hopefulness and encouragement 
to “faithfully and joyfully live 
our lives,” adding that he “is a 
prophet for our day.”

Along with his main points 
of obedience, closeness, and 
hope, the pope offered thanks 
for all those in attendance who 
followed vocational callings, Sr. 
Jessica said. “Thank you for your 
charism,” Sr. Jessica recalled him 
saying. “What would the Church 
do without you?”

She also remembered the way 
the pope talked about the decline 
in vocations to the consecrated 
life. “I confess that it troubles 
me greatly when I see the 
decline,” she recalled him saying. 
“We must pray more and pray 
tirelessly.”

Though there were somber 

moments, said Sr. Jessica, during 
most of her time in Rome there 
was a sense of thankfulness 
and celebration. Themes of 
contemplation, diversity, prayer 
life, shared vocations, and living 
as examples of Christ dominated 
many of the events she attended. 

“For me, there is a resurgence of 
hope,” she said, refl ecting on her 
experience and as a Schoenstatt 
Sister. “We do have a great 
mission.”

Editor’s note: Claudia Broman 
writes from Litchfi eld.

Thankfulness animates closing of Year of Consecrated Life in Rome
(Continued from page 3)

Day of Mercy Schedule
Sunday, April 3, 2016

10 a.m.
Divine Mercy Sunday Mass
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Lunch – Leifeld Hall (free-will off ering)
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
CRS “Helping Hands”Food Packaging 
Project – Cafeteria
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Open Gym with Religious Sisters and  
Seminarians – NUACS gymnasiums
11:45 a.m. – 1:45 p.m.
Divine Mercy Film Screening –
Holy Trinity Historic Auditorium
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Holy Hour with Confessions – 
Cathedral
3 p.m.
Chaplet of Divine Mercy – Cathedral
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by Deacon Mike McKeown

“Almsgiving … helps free 
people from the obsession of 
possession, from the fear of 
losing what they have, and from 
the sadness of not sharing their 
well-being with others.” 
            – Pope Francis

At a recent gathering of 
pastoral leaders in our diocese, 
the discussion turned to 
stewardship of our fi nances. 
One of the pastors made the 
observation that he felt his 
parishioners were generous 
people, but they held back their 
giving because of fear. What if 
the economy takes a turn for the 
worse? What if we have a bad 
year in farming? What if …

Fear can be a double-edged 
sword. For some it may be the 
motivation for their generosity; 
for others it may be a deterrent 
to their generosity. To allow 
fear to infl uence our giving is 
to accept a distortion of true 
charity. 

As we journey through the 
Lenten season, we are reminded 
of our call to examine our lives 
in relation to God’s will and 
practice self-denial. One of the 
ways we respond to this call is 
by the practice of almsgiving.

The invitation to almsgiving 
goes back to the Law of 
Moses. Because the Israelites 
were bound to observe the 
Mosaic Law, practices such 
as almsgiving were often 
performed out of a sense of 
obligation. But the teachings 
of Jesus reveal the true goal of 
our self-denial: strengthening 
our relationship with God and 
other people through the virtue 
of charity.

It can be easy for us to take on 
a legalistic mindset 
when it comes to 
our giving. Will God 
provide for me if I 
don’t give a certain 
percentage of my 
income to charity?  
Will God forgive 
my sins if I don’t 
practice almsgiving?

In a recent address, 
Pope Francis spoke 
of this fear-based 

giving. Charity doesn’t mean 
“simply almsgiving to ease 
one’s conscience,” he said, 
but rather consists of “loving 
attentiveness towards the other 
which considers the other as 
one with himself and desires to 
share friendship with God.”

These words help us to 
understand that when 
almsgiving is practiced in a 
spirit of true charity, out of 
concern for others, it transforms 
our giving from “works of the 
Law” into “works of love.” 

Fear draws us inward into a 
false sense of self-preservation 
and selfi shness. Hiding beneath 
the surface of our fear lies the 
real problem: lack of trust in 
God’s providence.

Jesus addressed this human 
tendency to doubt his 
providence when he said, “Do 
not worry and say, ‘What are 
we to eat?’ or ‘What are we 
to drink?’ or ‘What are we to 
wear?’ All these things the 
pagans seek. Your heavenly 
Father knows that you need 
them all. But seek fi rst the 
kingdom [of God] and his 
righteousness, and all these 
things will be given you 
besides. Do not worry about 
tomorrow; tomorrow will take 
care of itself. Suffi cient for a 
day is its own evil” (Mt 6:31-
34).

Jesus gave us the antidote to 
fear when he told us, “Perfect 
love casts out all fear” (1 Jn 
4:18). As we begin to take 
God at his word, we can 
begin to experience the joy of 
giving. There is a freedom that 
comes from trusting in God’s 
providence – a freedom to be 
generous, a freedom to love as 
Jesus loved and not count the 
cost. This is the charity to which 
all of us are called.

Editor’s note: 
Deacon Mike 
McKeown is 
director of 
Development 
and Healing 
Ministry for the 
Diocese of New 
Ulm.

Almsgiving in the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy

DCCW Convention April 23 in Minneota
Humorist Sheri Wohlfert the day’s keynote speaker
by Jan Noyes
DCCW President

“I Have Made You a Light” is the 
theme for the 57th annual New 
Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women Convention to be held on 
Saturday, April 23 at St. Edward’s 
in Minneota. All women of the 
diocese are invited.

If you wish to hear a fantastic 
speaker, grow in your faith, 
have prayer opportunities, or get 
a chance to meet lots of other 
women from throughout the 
diocese, this day is for you. If 
you have never attended a CCW 
meeting or worked on a CCW 
project, this is your invitation. 
If you work on CCW projects 
in your parish, please come. All 
women are welcome!

Keynote speaker Sheri Wohlfert 
is a veteran motivational humorist 
who combines her huge sense 
of humor and her deep love of 
God into presentations that leave 
the audience laughing, thinking, 
praying, and fi nding God’s 
fi ngerprints in all corners of life.

Sheri’s approach to spreading 

the Gospel message is very 
down to earth, practical, and 
easy to understand. She weaves 
God’s word and truth in with the 
challenges and celebrations of 
daily life. Sheri’s blog may be 
found at joyfulwords.org.

Sheri’s keynote presentation is 
titled “Living as a Woman of 
God.” Life is more than dishes, 
laundry, and the sum total of daily 
tasks. God created us to serve him 
lovingly, joyfully, and cheerfully.

If your attempts at loving 
service have been tarnished by 
everyday routine, this talk is for 
you. You will listen, laugh, and 
leave with a renewed spirit and 
a brilliant awakening to all the 
ways God is touching, loving, and 
leading you to build his kingdom 
here on earth.

Sheri’s second talk following 
lunch is “Go Forth and Shine Your 
Light.” The Gospel message is 
meant to be shared and each of 
us has a role in sharing the good 
news. This talk will equip you 
with basic tips, strategies, and 
motivation to get out there and 

be his light in a sometimes dreary 
world.

In addition to being energized 
by our speaker, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation will be available. 
Bishop John M. LeVoir will 
celebrate Mass. The 2016 
NUDCCW Woman of the Year 
will be announced. Join in the fun 
of the silent auction and enjoy a 
delicious lunch. The day will end 
with the singing of the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet.

Register with your parish or 
region president by April 11 to 
get the discounted rate of $30. 
Registrations postmarked after 
that date will be $35. Check with 
your parish CCW, as many pay 
for members’ registrations for 
the convention. If not, you may 
apply for a scholarship through the 
NUDCCW Scholarship Program.

Please join the women of the 
New Ulm diocese at the annual 
NUDCCW convention. Take 
advantage of this opportunity to 
learn more about being a light!

by Elise Harris
Catholic News Agency

VATICAN CITY – In his fi rst 
children’s book, Pope Francis 
touches on a variety of both 
lighthearted and sensitive topics 
from war and solving the world’s 
confl icts, to Sunday school, 
miracles and his preference for 
tango.

When asked by 6-year-old Prajla 
from Albania if he liked to dance 
as a child, the pope said he liked it 
“a lot! I liked to be together with 
other children, playing ... dancing 
our typical dances from Argentina. 
I had a lot of fun.”

He told Prajla that as a teenager he 
liked to dance tango, and that for 
him, to dance “is to experience joy 
and happiness.”

“When someone is sad they can’t 
dance. Generally, kids have a big 
asset: being happy. And because 
of this when they are young they 
dance and express the joy in their 
heart,” he said, noting that “the 
people who can’t experience joy in 

their heart are always serious.”
Because of this, the pope told 
children to dance, “so that you 
aren’t too serious when you are 
older!”

This is just one of the answers 
Pope Francis gave to the 30 
children around the world who 
wrote to him with questions and 
drawings.

On March 1 Jesuit-run Loyola 
Press released the book “Dear 
Pope Francis: The Pope Answers 
Letters from Children Around 
the World,” alongside Jesuit 
publishing houses in 11 other 
countries. 

Eight children whose letters 
appear in the book, plus a few 
siblings, met with Pope Francis in 
a private audience at the Vatican 
Feb. 22 to present him with the 
Italian translation of the book, as 
well as all 259 letters collected for 
the project.

A collection of 30 letters and 
drawings from children around 
the world aged 6-13, the book 

contains both questions from the 
youth, as well as Pope Francis’ 
answers.

Pope Francis gave the project 
the offi cial thumbs-up last May, 
when executives from Loyola 
Press traveled to Rome to pop the 
question on whether he would ever 
consider writing a children’s book.

Due to the pope’s time constraints, 
he couldn’t respond to all 259 
letters, but was advised on which 
ones to select with the help 
of a special group of parents, 
grandparents, teachers, Jesuits, 
writers, and children.

Letters included in the book come 
from across the globe, including 
countries such as Albania, 
Russia, China, Nigeria, Kenya, 
the Philippines and a school for 
displaced children in Syria.

In the book Pope Francis answers 
simple, amusing questions from 
the youth, as well as heart-
wrenching questions from children 
in warring countries.

Did Pope Francis like to dance? And other 
questions from kids
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Throughout his pontifi cate, Pope 
Francis has waged a war on the 
“throwaway culture,” in which 
anything can be commodifi ed and 
given a dollar value, and where 
life itself can be, in his words, 
“considered a consumer good to 
be used and then discarded.”

The commercial surrogacy 
industry is a product of the 
throwaway culture. In surrogacy 
arrangements, a baby can be 
bought and sold, a woman’s body 
can be used as a human incubator, 
and those with the most wealth 
– that is, the surrogacy industry – 
are in charge of the decisions.

A surrogacy arrangement can cost 
between $100,000 and $150,000, 
with only a small portion going 
to the surrogate mother. A good 
majority of the money goes to the 
surrogacy industry itself, a multi-

billion-dollar, ever-expanding 
international business.

This international business – 
which includes fertility clinics, 
doctors, lawyers, and third 
party brokerage fi rms – lobbies 
to create laws in states like 
Minnesota that would enable the 
surrogacy market to continue 
to grow unchecked by giving 
legal recognition to surrogacy 
contracts. 

Undermining human dignity
Often these contracts create an 
imbalanced preference favoring 
the industry’s fi nancial interests 
over the surrogate mother’s 
well-being, not to mention the 
well-being of the unborn child. 
Recognizing this danger, some 
countries are starting to clamp 
down on the surrogacy industry.

For example, the European 
Parliament recently condemned 
surrogacy, concluding that the 
practice “undermines the human 
dignity of the woman since 
her body and its reproductive 
functions are used as a 
commodity.” And in the state of 
Tabasco in Mexico, surrogacy 

has been restricted in an attempt 
to reign in a rapidly expanding 
market.

Heedless of a global movement in 
which countries such as Canada, 
India, Cambodia, Mexico, and 
many European states have 
either banned or restricted the 
practice, our nation’s leaders 
have refused to take steps to 
protect citizens from the dangers 
of surrogacy. Without federal 
regulations banning or restricting 
the practice, states have cobbled 
together inconsistent laws – most 
that favor the industry and enable 
its growth.

In California, for instance, two 
separate cases recently emerged 
in which surrogate mothers were 
pressured to abort one of the 
three fetuses they were carrying. 
When both mothers refused, 
the would-be parents’ attorneys 
threatened to sue them for breach 
of contract, claiming they were 
liable for money damages unless 
they complied.

One of the mothers, Melissa 
Cook, is now challenging the 
constitutionality of California’s 

surrogacy contracts, saying, “I 
no longer view surrogacy 
arrangements in the same 
favorable light I once did …. [I] 
think that the basic concept of 
surrogacy arrangements must be 
re-examined, scrutinized, and 
reconsidered.”

A commonsense solution
Similar stories continue to surface 
with increasing frequency, 
putting pressure on lawmakers to 
do something to protect women 
and unborn children from being 
put at risk and exploited for the 
benefi t of the fi nancial interests 
of the more powerful bargaining 
party.

Last year, the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference assisted legislators 
in introducing a bill that would 
do exactly what Cook said was 
necessary: establish a study 
commission to “re-examine, 
scrutinize, and reconsider” 
surrogacy arrangements.

The bill was drafted to be a 
bi-partisan, fact-fi nding mission 
where the practices of the 
industry could be brought to 
light – a commonsense approach 

necessary to protect children, 
women, and intended parents 
from the potential harms of 
surrogacy arrangements.

Despite the fact that this bill 
proposed nothing but the study 
of surrogacy, the industry 
strongly opposed it. If surrogacy 
arrangements are without 
any negative consequences, 
as proponents contest, their 
vehement opposition to 
examining the issue more closely 
leaves us to wonder what the 
industry has to hide. 

This session, the surrogacy 
industry will undoubtedly 
try to block the creation of a 
commission again. The question 
will be, are we as Catholics 
willing to call our legislators, 
go to their offi ces, and attend 
hearings to stand up for the 
vulnerable, oppose a throwaway 
culture, and insist that – at a 
minimum – our legislators study 
this issue? 

Editor’s note: Kathryn Mollen is 
policy and outreach coordinator 
for the Minnesota Catholic 
Conference.

Surrogacy and the throwaway culture
Faith in the 

Public Arena
                 by Kathryn Mollen

by Deacon Tim Dolan

In our daily lives, we come to 
appreciate routines. From the time 
we wake up to the time we go to 
bed, routines help defi ne our lives.

On occasion our routine can 
be disrupted by sickness. At 
that point, we might seek help 
from a physician and receive a 
prescription. This helps us to 
return to physical health. 

What about our spiritual and 
emotional health? Is there 
something that can help us back 
to health in these areas? When our 
emotions feel torn and hurting, 
healing can be found. Spiritual 
healing is offered by the healing 
touch of Christ himself. One needs 
only to know the prescription.  

Often times we build wall-like 
structures between ourselves 
and others. We seek a path of 
least resistance, avoiding those 
who might make demands on us. 
We can do this just to fi rm up a 
routine that makes it easier to get 
through the day. Over time our 
routine takes us away from those 
who could help us fi nd a path 

to greater satisfaction. Alas, we 
trudge on.

Bridges between us and our 
neighbor can be built that will 
return us to health. But where 
can we fi nd them? These are the 
works of mercy, which restore 
our broken relationships with our 
brothers and sisters.

Take, for example, the corporal 
works of mercy:
1. Feed the hungry: There are 
many people in this world who go 
without food each day. Consider 
how good stewardship practices of 
your own food habits can benefi t 
others who do not have those 
same resources.

2. Give drink to the thirsty: 
Many of our brothers and sisters 
throughout the world do not have 
access to clean water. Support 
efforts of those working towards 
greater accessibility of this 
essential resource.

3. Shelter the homeless: Every 
homeless person has a story of a 
circumstance that led to becoming 
a person without a home.  Christ 
encourages us to meet and fi nd 
ways to help those without homes.

4. Clothe the naked (Give alms) 
– Many make a practice of giving 
clothes to the poor; other gifts, 
too, belong to this kind of alms.  
Donate to organizations that 
provide support and services to 
those in need. It is important to 
do research and fi nd organizations 
that put people in need fi rst, rather 
than profi t.

5. Visit the sick: People who 
suffer from sickness might just be 
forgotten or left out of our routine.  
Take time to visit and seek to 
comfort them. 

6. Visit prisoners: Christ himself 
was a prisoner and executed 
beside thieves, one to whom he 
gave passage into heaven.

7. Bury the dead: With our prayers 
and actions during painful times, 
we show our respect for life. This 
is truly a gift from God, and helps 
give comfort to those who mourn.

You might also consider the 
spiritual works of mercy:

1. Counsel the doubtful: Everyone 
has moments of doubt in his or 
her faith journey.  Remember that 
Christ is the way, the truth, and 

the life. We must help others turn 
to him along our way.

2. Instruct the ignorant: Learn 
about our faith and be open to 
talking about it with others.  There 
is always something more to 
discover and share.

3. Admonish the sinner: Be 
supportive in helping others 
fi nd their way and correct their 
mistakes.  Together we can all 
learn to walk more closely with 
Christ. 

4. Comfort the sorrowful: Be open 
to listening and comforting those 
who are dealing with grief.  Even 
if we are not sure of the right 
words to say, our presence can 
make a big difference.

5. Forgive injuries: Forgiving is 
diffi cult because we do not have 
God’s limitless mercy. Jesus 
teaches us that we should forgive 
as God forgives, relying on God to 
help us show others his mercy.

6. Bear wrongs patiently: Do not 
be bitter about wrongs committed 
against you. Hope in God. Endure 
the troubles of this world and face 
them with a compassionate spirit. 

7. Pray for the living and the dead: 
Prayer is one of the most powerful 
ways we can support others.  
Joining together in prayer for the 
living and the dead entrusts us all 
to God’s care.

With these bridges, we can 
tear down walls of fear and 
trepidation. We open ourselves 
to an encounter with our Lord. 
Mercy can be therapeutic. During 
this Year of Mercy, develop a 
routine that includes the corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy!

Editor’s note: Deacon Tim Dolan 
is the director of Social Concerns 
for the Diocese of New Ulm. 
For further refl ection, view the 
PowerPoint presentation, “Mercy 
and Catholic Social Teaching: 
A Biblical Refl ection,” on the 
diocesan Web site, www.dnu.org.

Works of mercy are bridges that return us to health
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Upcoming events
“Enter the Journey,” the Holy 
Cross Area Faith Community 
Lenten Mission, will be March 
13-16 at the Church of St. Mary, 
New Ulm. Each evening will 
begin at 7 p.m. and will last just 
over an hour. Fellowship and 
refreshments will follow in the 
church basement. The focus of 
the mission will be the seven 
sacraments. Both childcare and 
transportation are available. Call 
507-359-1966 for childcare; 
507-354-1010 for transportation. 
Everyone is welcome.

The annual diocesan Chrism 
Mass will be held on Thursday, 
March 17, at 7 p.m. at the Church 
of St. Mary in Sleepy Eye. All 
Catholics in the diocese are 
encouraged to attend.

“Man of God,” the fi rst Diocese 
of Winona Men’s Conference, 
will take place on April 2 at 
Lourdes High School, Rochester. 
At-the-door registration begins 
at 9 a.m. Cost is $25 until March 
19; $30 at the door. Lunch is 
included with registration. For 
more information or to register, 
visit www.dowmen.org.

The Good Shepherd SERRA 
club meets the fi rst Thursday 
of every month at Divine 
Providence Community Home in 
Sleepy Eye, starting with Rosary 
and Mass in the chapel at 6:30 
p.m. Come early for Eucharistic 
adoration. On Thursday, April 7, 
a representative from the SERRA 
Club regional offi ce will be the 
evening speaker. Contact Annette 
Rohlik at 507-747-2181 for more 
information.

A Jubilee Year Retreat Day 
at Schoenstatt Shrine will 
be held on Wednesday, April 
13, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Schoenstatt on the Lake, Sleepy 
Eye. The day will include talk, 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
Mass, Holy Year prayers, and 
activities. Suggested donation of 
$15 for the day includes lunch 
and snacks. Visit Schoenstatt’s 
Web site at schoenstattmn.com 
for more information or contact 
Sr. M. Jessica Swedzinski at 
612- 618-9334 or srjessica@
schsrsmary.org.

Rite of Commissioning

Answering the call

WILLMAR – Fr. Victor Galier, pastor of 
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church 
in Atlanta, shares practical ways for 
parishes to implement the Year of Mercy 
with priests, deacons, and lay leaders of 
the Diocese of New Ulm Feb. 17 during 
Pastoral Leader Days at St. Mary’s 
Church in Willmar. Fr. Galier’s keynote 
presentations on Feb. 16 centered on 
the seven principles of Catholic Social 
Teaching, how they can be applied to 
current issues, and practical ways they 
can be included in preaching. As a 
global fellow ambassador with Catholic 
Relief Services, Fr. Galier has traveled to 
Zimbabwe, South Africa, Madagascar, 
and Guatemala to witness the work of 
CRS and share his experiences back 
home.                   (Photo by Dan Rossini)

Three seniors from BOLD High School (Bird Island, Olivia, Lake Lillian, and Danube) were 
commissioned as extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist by Fr. Dennis Labat on Feb. 13 at St. 
Mary’s Church in Bird Island. Pictured are Jake Rauenhorst (left), Conner Riley, and Austin Tersteeg, 
along with Fr. Labat. Fr. Labat is the pastor of St. Mary’s and the other parishes in the Heart of Jesus 
Area Faith Community, which includes Hector, Renville, and Olivia.                       (Contributed photo)

Tell legislators
to protect vulnerable women and the 

best interests of children!
Contact the Judiciary and Health, Human Services, and 
Housing Committee chairs and urge them to support the 
following bill by sharing the highlighted message:

SF 348: Support a legislative commission on surrogacy
“Please support SF 348, which would establish a legislative 
commission to study surrogacy arrangements. The commission 
is structured to be a bi-partisan, fact-fi nding mission where the 
practices of the surrogacy industry can be examined and the 
legislature can take a more serious, in-depth look at the many 
concerns associated with surrogacy. This is a commonsense 
approach necessary to protect potentially vulnerable women, 
children, and families from the potential harms of surrogacy 
arrangements.”

Contact Information:
Judiciary Committee Chair
Senator Ron Latz: sen.ron.latz@senate.mn; 651-297-8065 

Health, Human Services, and Housing Committee Chair 
Senator Kathy Sheran: sen.kathy.sheran@senate.mn; 651-296-
6153  

For Catholic teaching and more legislative background on these 
bills, visit mncc.org/actioncenter.

The Catholic Advocacy Network is an initiative of the 
Minnesota Catholic Conference, the public policy voice of the 
Catholic Church in Minnesota.

NEW ULM – Sponsor Donna Drietz (right) and 
catechumen Melinda Drietz (center) from the 
Church of St. Leo in St. Leo stand before Bishop 
John M. LeVoir to receive his blessing at the 
annual Rite of Election and Call to Continuing 
Conversion Feb. 14 at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity in New Ulm. In the Diocese of New Ulm, 
15 catechumens and 28 candidates registered 
for the event, which takes place each year on 
the fi rst Sunday of Lent. Lent is the fi nal time of 
preparation for catechumens and candidates for 
full communion with the Church, as the whole 
Church prepares for Easter through purifi cation 
and penance. The ceremony marks the bishop’s 
public acceptance, in the name of the Church, 
of those catechumens who are preparing 
to receive the sacraments of initiation at the 
Easter Vigil, and also those candidates who 
are already baptized and will be received into 
full communion with the Catholic Church. Also 
pictured at left is catechumen Haylee Smith from 
the Church of St. Edward in Minneota.

Works of Mercy in Year of Mercy

(Photo by Chris Clancy)
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OTTAWA (CNA/EWTN 
News) – Legal assisted suicide 
will soon arrive in Canada, 
prompting a Catholic archbishop 
to refl ect on what the last rites 
mean for those who want to kill 
themselves.

Priests should work to dissuade 
people who request assisted 
suicide, Archbishop Terrence 
Prendergast of Ottawa said. 
Priests should pray with these 
people and their families. 
However, someone who requests 
assisted suicide doesn’t have 
the right disposition to receive 
anointing of the sick.

“Asking to be killed is gravely 
disordered and is a rejection of 
the hope that the rite calls for and 

tries to bring into the situation,” 
the archbishop said, according to 
Canadian Catholic News.
Last rites – which is the 
sacrament given to the elderly 
or gravely ill – includes the 
forgiveness of sins.

“But we cannot be forgiven 
pre-emptively for something we 
are going to do – like ask for 
assisted suicide when suicide is 
a grave sin,” said Archbishop 
Prendergast. 

Canadian lawmakers are 
preparing new assisted suicide 
laws. The law had previously 
criminalized assisted suicide. 
Those who counseled, aided, or 
abetted a suicide faced up to 14 
years in prison.

Then in February 2015 the 
Supreme Court of Canada 
unanimously ruled that doctors 
may help patients who have 
severe and incurable suffering 
to kill themselves. The national 
parliament was tasked with 
crafting a legal response to the 
decision.

The government’s fi nal report 
on the topic was published Feb. 
25. It said all publicly funded 
health care institutions must 
provide euthanasia and assisted 
suicide. This includes Church-
run hospitals, hospices, and 
nursing homes. The report has 
no protections for doctors who 
have religious or moral objections 
to referring a patient to a doctor 
who will help him or her commit 
suicide.

If the recommendations are 
accepted, the new law could 
have a major impact on Catholic 
institutions, the U.K. newspaper 
The Catholic Herald reports.

A full response from parliament is 
expected by June 2016.

WASHINGTON (CNA/EWTN 
News) – The U.S. must not 
ignore the Islamic State’s 
genocide of Christians. That is 
the position of a petition drive 
and television campaign seeking 

to persuade Secretary of State 
John Kerry.

“Christians in Iraq and Syria have 
suffered injustice after injustice 
by being kidnapped, killed, 
having their homes and churches 
confi scated or destroyed, and 
being forced to fl ee for their 
lives,” Carl Anderson, Supreme 
Knight of the Knights of 
Columbus, said Feb. 25.

“Because of hit squads, they 
fear to enter U.N. refugee camps 
and, as a result, are then often 
excluded from immigration to the 
West.”

He said that these Christians 
“deserve to have the U.S. State 
Department call what has 
happened to them by its rightful 
name: genocide.”

By law, the State Department 
must choose how to designate the
 

atrocities by March 17, according 
to the Knights of Columbus. 
Offi cial recognition of genocide 
would have consequences for 
U.S. foreign policy, including 
refugee resettlement policy. 

The petition says, “America must 
end its silence about the ongoing 
genocide against Christians and 
other minority groups in Iraq and 
Syria.” It asks Kerry “to declare 
that Christians, along with Yazidis 
and other minorities, are targets of 
ongoing genocide.”

As of Feb. 25, more than 26,000 
people have signed the petition 
online. It can be found at www.
stopthechristiangenocide.org.
The petition is co-sponsored by 
In Defense of Christians and the 
Knights of Columbus, a Catholic 
fraternal organization. It is the 
subject of a television ad that 
shows acts of persecution by 
Islamic State militants.
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A CELEBRATION
OF JOY AND RENEWAL!

Diocesan Chrism Mass 
Th ursday, March 17, at 7 p.m.

Church of St. Mary in Sleepy Eye. 

Everyone is encouraged to attend.
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