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Prairie Catholic correspondent

NEW ULM – The story of the 
Holy Trinity parish begins like a 
Wild West movie script. Picture a 
newly-founded town of German 
immigrants, most of whom had 
traveled from Chicago, IL, to the 
less-populated rural Minnesota. 
Here they were attempting to 
build a new life in the middle of 
what must have seemed like a 
wilderness. 

Many of these rural immigrants 
were Roman Catholics, continuing 
their faith in a place where 
priests and churches could both 
be scarce. Nothing daunted, the 
settlers flourished despite many 
hardships. They built farms, 
businesses, and yes, breweries to 
last for years. The industry and 

Cathedral in New Ulm to celebrate 150 years since its founding

One hundred and fifty years have passed since a small group of Catholic German immigrants and 
early settlers gathered in the rich agricultural region of south-central Minnesota to plan for the 
establishment of a Catholic church in the village of New Ulm. Through the years much has changed, 
but much remains the same in this parish. The core values of the early settlers, their love for the 
Church, and deep faith commitment remains ever so strong.                  (Photo from diocesan archives)

Diocesan shrine has a fresh new look!
Following many months of restoration, the statuary that lines the 
pathway of the Way of the Cross in New Ulm has been put back in 
place. Volunteer Denise Richter tidies up a station during the May 13 
installation.                                               (Photo by Christine Clancy)                     
                              Read more about the statue restoration on page 6.

(Continued on page 6.)

tenacity of the settlers caught the 
eye of Archbishop John Ireland of 
the Archdiocese of St. Paul, who 
elected to establish a parish in New 
Ulm. 

The first Catholic church in New 
Ulm was started in 1858. Before it 
was complete, the Dakota Conflict 
of 1862 took place. The small, 
incomplete construction, along 
with other buildings, was burned 
by the defenders of New Ulm as 
well as defenders that came in 
from the surrounding areas so that 
the Dakota would not be able to 
use it as a barricade. As George 
Glotzbach, local historian and 
secretary for the Cathedral Parish 
150 Year Committee stated, “So, 
the first church never did serve.”
 
In 1866, the second church building 
began construction on the 500 
block of North State Street in New 
Ulm and the cornerstone was laid 
in 1867. This building was larger 
than the first attempt and more 
solidly built, with a steeple rising 
above the river valley. Construction 
was slow, and the church was not 
complete by the time Fr. Alexander 
Berghold, first resident priest in 
Brown County arrived in 1869.

The construction finished in 1870, 
but the worship it hosted was 
short-lived. In 1881, a massive 
summer storm swept the area with 
a particularly devastating effect 
on New Ulm. An article from the 
New Ulm Post describes the storm 
as a “terrible cyclone,” mentioning 
that all of the area’s churches were 
“ruined.” The new church was no 
exception. 

 “Only the much-damaged four 
walls remained standing,” said 

local historian Elroy Ubl, in his 
compilation Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church: New Ulm, Minnesota. 
“The steeple of the church had been 
blown off, and the bells were lying 
in the street.” 

Austrian-born and German-
speaking Fr. Berghold held many 
qualities in common with his 
new parishioners, especially 
tenacity. Around 1888, he began 
campaigning for a new worship 
site, which was to become the 
present-day Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity. At the time, it had not 
yet been designated an Episcopal 
See and was simply Holy Trinity 
Parish. 

On May 4, 1890, the faithful 
celebrated laying Holy Trinity’s 
cornerstone. The stone’s Latin 
inscription reads: “[T]his 
foundation stone was laid by the 
Rt. Rev. James Cotter, first bishop 
of Winona, on Sunday, the fourth 
day of May 1890. The prairies, 
trees, and gardens were already 
green up to that date, when a heavy 
coat of snow covered the ground. 
All for the greater glory of God.”  

Fr. Alexander Berghold was not 
able to see the church completed, 
but was able to watch Holy 
Trinity’s exterior take shape 
before he was transferred farther 
West. Two more priests succeeded 

Berghold during the time of 
construction. The second priest, Fr. 
John Schroeder, was present when 
the church’s steeple was completed. 
Bishop John Cotter dedicated the 
new house of worship on July 20, 
1893. 

Parishioners must have felt a 
sense of pride when entering Holy 
Trinity’s doors for the first time. 
Having weathered the destruction
of two previous structures, they 
now had a beautiful new church, 
bigger and arguably superior to the 
prior buildings. A team of artists
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Be Not Afraid

As far back as 1985, we have 
been sharing an annual summary 
of financial information for the 
diocesan corporation. The work of 
the diocese is only made possible 
due to your continued generosity 
and I am very grateful.

The summary presented on the 
facing page reflects the Diocese 
of New Ulm’s Statement of 
Activities for the fiscal years 
ending June 30, 2017 (FY17) 
and 2018 (FY18). Numbers are 
rounded to the nearest dollar. 

This financial summary covers 
the revenues, expenses, and net 
assets of the diocesan corporation 
only. It does not include financial 
information from parishes, 
Catholic schools, or other 
Catholic organizations located 
within the geographic area of the 
diocese because those entities 
are separately incorporated under 
state law. 

Donations to the Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal (DMA) were 

Thank you for your continued generosity
restricted solely for the ministries 
designated for FY17-18: Catholic 
Charities, youth ministry, Catholic 
schools, religious education/
adult faith formation, family life, 
permanent diaconate, Hispanic 
ministry, and social concerns. In 
addition, twenty percent of all 
DMA dollars were returned to the 
donor’s parish.

You will recall that the diocesan 
corporation filed for financial 
reorganization under Chapter 11 of 
the Bankruptcy Code in March of 
2017. The diocese did this because 
it was the fairest way to settle 
past sexual abuse claims against 
it while continuing essential 
ministries of the diocese. The 
Diocese of New Ulm continues 
to reduce expenses wherever 
possible, with reductions in four 
of five budget categories from 
FY17 to FY18. As the financial 
statement shows, the process of 
preparing for a legal settlement 
has had a significant impact on our 
finances. Special issues expenses, 
which include legal and consulting 
fees related to the reorganization, 
totaled $925,921 in FY18 and 
$1,033,744 in FY17. 

We are committed to doing what 
we can to help those harmed as 
minors by clergy sexual abuse. 
We are currently engaged in 
productive negotiations with 
attorneys for those with claims 
against the diocese. I remain 
hopeful that there will be a 
resolution of these claims soon. 
Please continue to pray for fair 
and prompt resolution and healing 
for all victims and survivors of 
clergy sexual abuse.

Summary category highlights
The Evangelization and Catechesis 
category in the financial 
summary includes centralized 

support for Catholic schools, 
parish religious education, 
youth ministry, and adult faith 
formation programming, as well 
as communications and the New 
Evangelization. 

In his 2013 apostolic exhortation 
Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of 
the Gospel), Pope Francis urges 
the entire Church “to embark on a 
new chapter of evangelism.” 

Our FY18 New Evangelization 
efforts focus on encouraging 
Catholics to become missionary 
disciples who bring others to 
know and love Christ. That 
said, Prayer Services for Hope 
and Healing have been held 
throughout the diocese. These 
services offer adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Confession, 
and prayer for physical, spiritual, 
and emotional healing. The entire 
community of the hosting parish is 
invited to take part. For a week or 
two prior to each service, trained 
parishioners go door-to-door in 
their community, inviting residents 
to attend. In FY18, a Prayer 
Service for Hope and Healing was 
held at Sacred Heart in Murdock. 
In FY19 services have been 
held at St. Peter in St. Peter, St. 
Catherine in Redwood Falls, and 
St. Peter in Canby with one more 
scheduled in June at St. Michael in 
Madison. Two more services are 
planned for this upcoming fall and 
winter.

It is a sign of hope having 
Catholics engage in their faith 
in a public way, and witnessing 
communities come together for an 
evening of healing prayer.

The expenses in the Worship 
and Spiritual Life category 
cover liturgical preparations for 
events such as the annual Chrism 

Mass or diaconate and priestly 
ordinations. The diocesan Office 
of Worship coordinates with 
parishes to manage logistics for 
events, develops prayer resources, 
plans for personnel needs, and 
prepares programs and other print 
materials. 

The category of Social Ministries 
includes Catholic Charities, 
Hispanic ministry, family life, and 
safe environment programming. 
For the past 15 years, all priests 
and deacons, religious, diocesan 
staff, parish and Catholic school 
employees, as well as volunteers 
having regular or unsupervised 
interaction with minors have been 
required to meet safe environment 
requirements. These include 
adherence to a Code of Conduct, 
undergoing a criminal background 
check, and participation in sexual 
abuse awareness and prevention 
training. 

The vital ministry of Catholic 
Charities provides counseling for 
grief, family conflict, chemical 
dependency, domestic violence, 
separation and divorce, pregnancy, 
adoption, parenting skills, and 
other needs. In FY18, through 
its four locations throughout the 
diocese, Catholic Charities of New 
Ulm served 1,201 people with 
counseling and crisis response 
presentations and services. 
Catholic Charities also distributes 
funds following tornadoes 
and flooding and other natural 
disasters. This money is collected 
through second collections at 
parishes, individual community 
donations, and grants from 
Catholic Charities USA. Over 
the past decade, approximately 
$158,044 has been distributed to 
139 households in the diocese 
following four major natural 
disaster events. 

The category of Personnel covers 
ongoing education opportunities 
for priests and deacons, formation 
for the permanent diaconate, 
vocations outreach, and seminary 
education. The Office of Vocations 
coordinates with the Office of 
Youth Ministry to plan events 
like Camp Greatness for boys 
in grades 6-12, Camp Beloved 
for girls in grades 7-12, and the 
Broomtree Retreat for high school 
students. In FY18, we brought 12 
young men from the diocese to 
visit Saint John Vianney College 
Seminary in St. Paul. We currently 
have eight men from our diocese 
in formation for the priesthood. 
Please continue to pray for them 
as well as others discerning their 
call to the priesthood, permanent 
diaconate, or religious life.

With your support, essential 
diocesan ministries continue to be 
carried out, despite the challenges 
we face. As we hear in the second 
reading for Sunday, June 16 
from Paul’s letter to the Romans, 
“affliction produces endurance, 
and endurance, proven character, 
and proven character, hope, and 
hope does not disappoint . . .” 
(Romans 5:1-5). 

We certainly have reasons for 
hope for the future of the Catholic 
Church in our beautiful part of 
Minnesota. The thousands of local 
Catholics engaged in ministries to 
grow closer to God, serve those 
in need, and be the loving face 
of Jesus Christ to others are an 
inspiration. Thank you for your 
steadfast hope, and thank you for 
your generosity.

The Prairie Catholic, the official 
newspaper for the Diocese of New Ulm 

since May 1972, is published
every six weeks, Sept.-June.

Publisher: Most Reverend John M. LeVoir
Editor: Christine E. Clancy

Submission deadline is the 1st of each 
month prior to publication.

Publication office: Diocesan Pastoral 
Center, 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, 

MN 56073; phone: 507-359-2966, 
Email: dnu@dnu.org 

Website: www.dnu.org
Postmaster: Send notice on Form 3579, 
“The Prairie Catholic,” 1421 6th Street 

North, New Ulm, MN 56073-2071. 
Periodical postage paid at New Ulm

 and additional mailing offices.
USPS 926-760.

p    THE

   RA  RIE
    C AT H O L I C

Bishop LeVoir’s summer 2019 
calendar can be found at www.
dnu.org/calendar/.

Bishop John M. LeVoir

WASHINGTON – Cardinal 
Daniel N. DiNardo, Archbishop of 
Galveston-Houston and president 
of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), 
issued the following statement 
on May 9 regarding the release 
of Pope Francis’s Motu Proprio 
earlier that day. The Motu Proprio, 
Vos estis lux mundi (“You are 
the light of the world”), is a 
worldwide order to the Church 
from the pope, in response to the 
evil of sexual abuse. 

Cardinal DiNardo’s full statement:
“Today, Pope Francis ordered a 

worldwide response to the evil 
of sexual abuse. It calls for the 
establishment of easily accessible 
reporting systems, clear standards 
for the pastoral support of victims 
and their families, timeliness and 
thoroughness of investigations, 
whistleblower protection for 
those making allegations, and 
active involvement of the laity. It 
also leaves latitude for national 
bishops’ conferences, such as 
the USCCB, to specify still 
more to account for their local 
circumstances. We receive the 
Motu Proprio Vos estis lux mundi 
(‘You are the light of the world’) 

as a blessing that will empower 
the Church everywhere to bring 
predators to justice, no matter 
what rank they hold in the Church. 
It also permits the Church the time 
and opportunity to bring spiritual 
healing.

The Holy Father said a 
‘continuous and profound 
conversion of hearts is needed, 
attested by concrete and effective 
actions that involve everyone in 
the Church.’ Pope Francis was 
clear that this responsibility ‘falls, 
above all, on the successors of 
the Apostles.’ As part of this 

responsibility, bishops also will 
be held accountable under the 
authority of this Motu Proprio, 
which covers sexual abuse of 
minors or vulnerable persons, 
sexual acts compelled through 
the abuse of authority, and any 
coverup of such crimes.

In publishing this new law, 
which is applicable to the Church 
throughout the world, Pope 
Francis has made clear that 
protection and healing must reach 
all of God’s children. Following 

(Continued on page 4.)

Pope issues new norms on abuse reporting
Cardinal DiNardo releases statement on behalf of United States bishops
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Grants and Other Income
31%

DiocesanMinistries Appeal
25%

Diocesan United Fund
44%

Administration
34%

Personnel
21%

Evangelization and Catechesis
19%

Social
Ministries

22% Worship and 
Spiritual Life

4%

          2017-2018 Revenues $3.5 Million                           2017-2018 expenses $2.7 Million

diocesan church

 Diocese of New Ulm

Statement of Activities
(July 1, 2017- June 30, 2018) 

unRestRicted
teMpoRaRily
RestRicted

peRManently
RestRicted 2018

$  1,539,796
            
         8,219
       45,563
 
               7,847
     
     167,584
       42,145
      60,075
        11,091

   1,139,294

$  3,021,614

 
$    868,832
    147,284

     173,000
      
       343,212

    
      
               
      
      (1,139,294)

$    393,034

    
$         63,067

 
    
    
    
      
               
      

                   -    

$         63,067 

$ 1,539,796
     868,832
     218,570
       45,563
     173,000
        7,847
      343,212
    167,584 
            42,145
      60,075
       11,091
                 
          -      
$     3,477,715 

$        934,606
     506,875
       98,276
     607,911     
     587,732
$      2,735,400

$    286,214
          
           
             (952,921)
   
 $               (639,707)
      11,007,079

$     10,367,372

                 -
  
 $      393,034
       
   
      

$       393,034
       3,439,559

$  3,832,593

   
   
 
 
               -
  
 $           63,067

 

$            63,067
          5,170,723

$        5,233,790

$    934,606
   506,875
      98,276
     607,911
          587,732
$     2,735,400

$    742,315
   
     
        ( 925,921) 

$         (183,606) 
    19,617,362

$  19,433,756

Revenues

 Diocesan United Fund
 Diocesan Ministries Appeal (applied to designated ministries only)
 Contributions and bequests
 Contributed services
 Grants
 Interest and dividend income
 Net unrealized and realized gains (losses) on investments
 Program income
 Rent income
 Gain on sale of land held for resale
 Other income
 Net assets released from restrictions:
    Satisfaction of program restrictions
 Total Revenues (see pie chart below) 

expenses

 Administration
 Evangelization and Catechesis
 Worship and Spiritual Life
 Social Ministries
 Personnel
 Total Expenses (see pie chart below)
 
 Change in Net Assets Before Other Items

  
 Special issues expense

 Change in Net Assets
 Assets at beginning of year
  
 Net Assets at End of Year 

2017

$ 1,545,599
    816,329
                             384,661
      57,126
       75,084
       85,913
    849,966
    169,644 
           45,216
       82,941
       11,175
                 
          -      
$     4,123,654

$ 1,092,097
    687,541
    135,843
    626,798
          583,781
$     3,126,060
                
$        997,594
    
         
    (1,033,744)

$                         (   36,150)
    19,653,512

$   19,617,362

totals
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diocesan church

por Obispo John M. LeVoir

Desde 1985, hemos estado 
compartiendo un resumen anual 
de las finanzas para la corporación 
diocesana. El trabajo de la diócesis 
es posible únicamente gracias a su 
generosidad continua y por ello 
estoy muy agradecido.

El resumen refleja la declaración 
de actividades de la Diócesis de 
Nueva Ulm de los años fiscales que 
terminó, 30 de junio 2017 (FY17) 
y 2018 (FY18).

Este resumen cubre los ingresos y 
gastos de la corporación diocesana 
exclusivamente. No incluye 
información sobre las finanzas de 
las parroquias, escuelas católicas 
u otras organizaciones católicas 
dentro del área geográfica de 
la diócesis ya que ante la ley 
estatal aquellas entidades están 
incorporadas por separado.

Las donaciones a los Ministerios 
Diocesanos (DMA) se restringieron 
para los ministerios designados 
para el FY 17-18 solamente: 
Caridades Católicas, ministerio 
juvenil, escuelas católicas, 
educación religiosa/formación en 
la fe para adultos, vida familiar, 
diaconado permanente, ministerio 
hispano y el ministerio sobre 
asuntos sociales. Cabe recalcar que 
el 20% que se recauda, regresa a la 
parroquia de los contribuyentes. 

Como recordarán, la corporación 
diocesana presentó la solicitud 
de reorganización financiera 
bajo el Capítulo 11 del Código 
de Bancarrota en marzo, 2017. 
La reorganización fue la manera 
más justa para compensar a 
las víctimas de abuso sexual 
mientras continuaba el trabajo 
de los ministerios esenciales de 
la diócesis. La Diócesis de New 
Ulm continúa reduciendo sus 
gastos cuando sea posible, con 
una disminución en cuatro de las 
cinco categorías del FY 17-18.  El 
proceso de preparación para llegar 
a un acuerdo legal ha tenido un 
impacto significativo en nuestras 
finanzas. Los gastos incluyen los 
honorarios legales y de consultoría 
relacionados con la reorganización 
en el FY18 totalizaron $925,921 y 
en el FY17 fue de $1,033,744. 

Nos hemos comprometido a hacer 
lo que está a nuestro alcance 
para asistir a los afectados de 

abuso sexual cuando menores. 
En este momento, estamos en 
negociaciones con los abogados 
de las dos partes. Tengo la 
esperanza de que pronto habrá una 
resolución. Por favor, continúen 
orando para una resolución justa y 
por la sanación de las víctimas y 
sobrevivientes.

Resumen por categoría
El resumen de las finanzas, en 
la categoría de Evangelización 
y Catequesis incluye el apoyo 
centralizado a las escuelas 
católicas, educación religiosa, el 
ministerio juvenil y el programa 
de formación de adultos en la fe, 
así como las comunicaciones y la 
Nueva Evangelización.

En la exhortación apostólica 
del Papa Francisco en el 2013 
Evamgelii Gaudium, (La alegría 
del Evangelio), insta a toda la 
Iglesia a “entrar a una nueva era de 
la evangelización”.

Los esfuerzos de la Nueva 
Evangelización para el FY17-18 se 
enfocan en alentar a los católicos 
a ser discípulos misioneros que 
llevan a los demás el amor de 
Cristo. Con esto, los servicios 
de oración por la esperanza y la 
sanación se han llevado a cabo en 
toda la diócesis. Estos servicios 
ofrecen la adoración al Santísimo 
Sacramento, la confesión y la 
oración por la sanación física, 
espiritual y emocional. La 
parroquia anfitriona invita a toda la 
comunidad a participar. Una a dos 
semanas antes de cada servicio, 
los feligreses capacitados van de 
puerta en puerta en su comunidad 
para invitar a los residentes. En el 
FY18, hubo servicios de oración 
por la esperanza y la sanación en 
Murdock. Este año en St. Peter, 
Redwood Falls y en Canby y 
este junio será en St. Michael en 
Madison.

Los servicios de oración es una 
señal de esperanza ya que los 
católicos ponen en práctica su fe 
de manera pública, y ven como 
las comunidades se unen para una 
noche de oración por la sanación.
Los gastos en la categoría de 
Adoración y la Vida Espiritual 
cubren el programa litúrgico 
como la Misa del Santo Crisma 
y/o la ordenación al diaconado y 
sacerdotal. La Oficina del Culto 
Divino coordina con las parroquias 
sobre la logística de los eventos, 
desarrolla recursos litúrgicos, 
prepara programas entre otros. 

En la categoría del ministerio 
social incluye Caridades Católicas, 
Ministerio Hispano, la Vida 
Familiar y el Ambiente Seguro. 
Durante los últimos 15 años, todos 
los sacerdotes, los diáconos, los 
religiosos, el personal diocesano, 
los empleados de las parroquias 
y de las escuelas católicas, así 
como los voluntarios ya que tienen 
un contacto más regular o no 
supervisada con menores de edad, 
deben cumplir con los requisitos 
del entorno seguro. Estos incluyen 
respetar el Código de Conducta, 
verificación de los antecedentes 
penales y participar de la 
concientización sobre el abuso 
sexual y la capacitación sobre la 
prevención. 

El Ministerio vital de Caridades 
Católicas brinda consejería 
en casos de conflicto familiar, 
la dependencia de sustancia 
química, la violencia doméstica, 
la separación y el divorcio, el 
embarazo, la adopción entre 
otros. En el FY18, Caridades 
Católicas asistió a 1,201 personas 
entre consejería, asesoramiento 
y presentaciones. La oficina de 
Caridades Católicas también 
distribuye fondos después de 
algún desastre natural tales como 
tornados e inundaciones. Este 
dinero se recolecta a través de una 
segunda colecta en las parroquias, 
donaciones individuales o 
subsidios de Caridades Católicas 
USA. Durante la última década, 
$158,044 aproximadamente 
se distribuyó a 139 hogares de 
la diócesis después de cuatro 
desastres naturales.

La categoría del Personal cubre 
oportunidades de educación 
continua para sacerdotes y 
diáconos, formación para el 
diaconado permanente, promover 
vocaciones y la educación en 
el seminario. La Oficina de 
Vocaciones en conjunto con el 
Ministerio Juvenil planifican 
eventos como Camp Greatness, 
para niños, grados 6-12, Camp 
Beloved para niñas, grados 7-12 
y el Retiro de Broomtree para 
estudiantes de secundaria. En el 
año fiscal 2018, 12 jóvenes de la 
diócesis visitaron el Seminario 
de St. John Vianney en St. Paul. 
Actualmente hay ocho seminaristas 
en nuestra diócesis. Continúen 
orando por ellos, así como por los 
que estén discerniendo su llamado 
al sacerdocio, al diaconado 
permanente o a la vida religiosa.

the meeting just two months 
ago of all episcopal conference 
presidents, the Motu Proprio 
shows Pope Francis expects 
swift and comprehensive 
progress. For the Church in the 
United States, the task before 
us now is to establish whatever 
is necessary to ensure the 
effective implementation of the 
Motu Proprio. Our committees 
have already begun the work 
of preparing implementation 
measures for deliberation at the 
USCCB Plenary Assembly in 
June.

I am grateful for the opportunity 
to build upon the excellent 
foundation of the USCCB’s 
Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People, the 
Essential Norms for Diocesan/
Eparchial Policies Dealing 

with Sexual Abuse of Minors 
by Priests or Deacons, and 
the Statement of Episcopal 
Commitment, all of which date 
back to 2002.

The existing framework in the 
United States including victim 
outreach, zero tolerance, reporting 
allegations to civil authorities, 
and lay expertise on review 
boards, among other measures 
- positions us readily to bring 
the Holy Father’s instructions to 
action. By embracing the painful 
experience of survivors and 
working on these new protections, 
let us pray we continue to grow 
into a stronger Church.”

Editor’s note: The USCCB has 
compiled a Questions & Answers 
regarding Pope Francis’s Motu 
Proprio. Visit http://usccb.org/
news/2019/19-087.cfm.

(Continued from page 2)

Pope’s Motu Proprio 
provides firm, universal 
response

                                                                        (Photo by Matthew Edens) 
OLIVIA – On Sunday, May 5, the New Ulm Diocesan Youth Council 
(DYC) celebrated the Resurrection of Jesus by hosting a Paschal 
Party at the Church of St. Aloysius in Olivia. The evening began 
with Cor Jesu, a diocesan-sponsored event centered on adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament with music and Confession offered. The 
DYC lit tea candles throughout the sanctuary and provided music, 
including Latin chants, with the assistance of Sean Connolly, choir 
director for the Church of St. Mary in Sleepy Eye. Bishop John M. 
LeVoir’s sermon focused on the importance of having a heart to 
heart conversation with Jesus, inspiring the roughly 50 attendees 
to take advantage of the prayerful atmosphere set for the evening. 
Catholic singer-songwriter Luke Spehar (pictured) shared his 
musical talent and highlighted various aspects of his journey of 
faith. The Diocesan Youth Council exists to give youth from around 
the diocese an opportunity to grow in their knowledge and love of 
Jesus and his Church. Anyone in grades 10-12 may apply to be part 
of the Council. Visit www.dnu.org/diocesan-youth-council.     
                                                                      

Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Resumen de las Finanzas 
en la Diócesis de New Ulm 
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faith life

by Christine Clancy
The Prairie Catholic

NEW ULM – Deb McManimon 
of St. Paul Street Evangelization 
traveled to New Ulm on May 
13 where she and Bishop John 
M. LeVoir set up a table in 
front of Walmart to spread the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. 
McManimon is the regional 
director of evangelization teams 
for St. Paul Evangelization 
Institute, a lay Catholic 
apostolate that encourages 
Catholics to fulfill their call to be 
missionary disciples. 

Catholics usually avoid 
following the call from Jesus to 
spread the Good News because 
we are not sure how to do it 
McManimon explained. “Each 
Sunday we are told ‘Go Forth, 
the Mass is ended,’” she said. 
“What are we to go forth and 
do? We are to share the Good 
News with others. This is 
evangelization!”

Also taking part in the two-
hour public evangelizing effort 
were Diocese of New Ulm 
evangelization team members 
Kevin Losleben, Deacon Mike 
McKeown, and Karla Cross. 
The groups’ display table was 
equipped with an array of free 
rosaries, medals of saints, and 
prayer materials and exhibited 
an informational sign that made 
clear to those passing by that 
Bishop LeVoir was available 
for anyone who had questions, 
wanted a blessing, or just wanted 
to talk. Each member of the 
group was also available for 
personal prayer requests for 
those who desired. “Even if 
they walked by and didn’t want 

anything, they couldn’t help 
but notice the visible presence 
of Catholics who are willing 
to talk about their faith,” said 
McKeown who also serves as 
director of the Office of Healing 
Ministry for the Diocese of New 
Ulm.

Many, including former 
Catholics, stopped to ask 
questions, share their concerns, 
or receive a blessing, which 
was the case of a woman who 
requested to receive a special 
blessing from the bishop before 
she was to have medical testing 
done.

Losleben, who serves as 
diocesan director of Youth 
Ministry, said his experience 
of public evangelization has 
made him realize just how 

many people are carrying very 
heavy burdens around in their 
day-to-day lives and how much 
they need prayer. “There are a 
lot of fallen away or part-time 
Catholics out there who just need 
some encouragement to live the 
fullness of the Catholic faith,” 
Losleben said.

 “It’s not as scary as you might 
think,” Losleben added. “It’s 
like jumping into a lake in the 
summertime; getting yourself to 
jump is half the battle, but once 
you do it it’s exhilarating. We all 
have a duty to spread the faith, 
and this is one very concrete way 
to do it,” he said.

Bishop LeVoir takes to the streets; debunks 
stereotype that “Catholics don’t evangelize”

Bishop John M. LeVoir stands with Deb McManimon from St. 
Paul Street Evangelization during a recent public evangelization 
effort in New Ulm.                             (Photo by Christine Clancy)

                             St. Paul Street Evangelization Workshop
                                      Saturday, July 13 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
              Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis Catholic Center in St. Paul

Presentations  l Small Group Discussion  l Practice  l Role-Playing           
Learn how to evangelize in easy and fun ways!

The cost is $25, light lunch included. Register at www.stpaulse.com/stpaul. 
For questions contact info@stpaulse.com, (657) 777-2963,  www.archspm.org/evangelization.

Sign up now!

by Deacon Mike McKeown

A Diocese of New Ulm evening of 
prayer and adoration for hope and 
healing took place on March 22 at 
the Church of St. Peter in Canby. 
Over 200 people, Catholic and 
non-Catholic, attended the service. 
The evening included adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Confession, and opportunities for 
individuals to receive prayer for 
physical, spiritual, and emotional 
healing. 

Two weeks prior to the service, 
the diocese provided a training 
to members of the Good Teacher 
Area Faith Community (St. Peter, 
Canby; St. James, Dawson; St. 
Eloi, Ghent; St. Leo, St. Leo; and 
St. Edward, Minneota) on how to 
evangelize and invite people to 
attend the service. Following the 
training, the parishioners went 
door-to-door in their communities 
inviting people to attend the Prayer 
Service for Hope and Healing. 

Fr. Craig Timmerman, pastor of 
Good Shepherd AFC was excited 
for the opportunity for his parishes 
to reach out. “The response was 
great!” said Fr. Timmerman. “We 
had over 20 people go out to invite 
people to the service. There were 
numerous times that we were able 
to pray for people, help arrange 
a ride so they could come to the 
service, or even welcome them 
back to the Church after many 
years.” 

Over 200 people were present for 
the healing service. The Sisters of 
Mary Morning Star from Ghent 
provided contemplative music to 
set a prayerful environment. The 
evening began with exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament with a short 

homily by Bishop John M. LeVoir 
who reminded those in attendance, 
“Jesus is close to us in our trials, 
he cares about us and wants to heal 
our families and our relationships. 
He is the one who brings healing 
to our suffering,” the bishop said.

Those in attendance had the 
opportunity to receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
to receive prayer for healing from 
one of the three prayer teams that 
was composed of both clergy 
and lay members of the Diocese 
of New Ulm’s Healing and 
Deliverance Ministry. 

“I know a lot of people were 
coming not only to pray for 
physical healing, but to pray for 
healing within their families,” 
said Fr. Timmerman. “One person 
told me later, ‘No matter what 
happens or how God responds, 
it was such a blessing to see our 
whole family coming to God and 
asking for prayers and the prayer 
team praying over them.’ There 
was a real sense of God’s presence 
there.”

This is the fourth adoration and 
healing service held in the Diocese 
of New Ulm in the past year. 
Previous host parishes included 
Sacred Heart in Murdock, St. Peter 
in St. Peter, and St. Catherine in 
Redwood Falls. The next Prayer 
and Adoration for Hope and 
Healing will be held on June 
21 at 7 p.m. at the Church of 
St. Michael in Madison. All are 
welcome! 

Editor’s note: Deacon Mike 
McKeown is the director of Adult 
Faith Formation for the Diocese 
of New Ulm, mmckeown@dnu.org.

Canby parish hosts Hope 
and Healing Service

Official 
appointments
On the recommendation of the 
Priest Personnel Board, Bishop 
John M. LeVoir has made the 
following assignments:
 
Effective June 4, 2019 
Fr. Dennis Labat to serve on 
an interim basis as parochial 
administrator of the Churches of 
St. Peter in St. Peter and St. Paul 
in Nicollet.

Effective June 7, 2019
Deacon John Hayes to serve 
the Church of St. Catherine 
in Redwood Falls during the 
summer interim.
Deacon Shawn Polman to serve 
the Church of the Holy Redeemer 
in Marshall during the summer 
interim.
Effective June 22, 2019
Fr. Todd Petersen to serve as 
a senior associate (parochial 
vicar) of the Churches of the 
Holy Redeemer in Marshall, St. 
Michael in Milroy, and St. Mary 
in Tracy.
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diocesan church

which included Alexander 
Schwendinger, Chris Heller, and 
Anton Gag (father of local artist 
Wanda Gag) had covered the dome 
and nave in vivid paintings of the 
Trinity, the saints, and Bible scenes. 
A statue of the Blessed Mother 
holding the Infant Jesus and one of 
her spouse St. Joseph flanked each 
side of the front entrance. 

During later renovations, which 
included the enlargement of 
the front entrance, some of the 
paintings were covered up or re-
touched, and the exterior statues 
were moved to the Catholic 
cemetery chapel.

“The parish is always seeking 
ways to maintain and beautify 
the Cathedral such as the recent 
installation of a new pipe organ and 
improved lighting,” said Bishop 
John M. LeVoir, bishop of the 
Diocese of New Ulm. “A church is 
built to give glory to God and to lift 
the minds and hearts of the people 
to God. A beautiful church serves 
that purpose.” 

Former rector of the Cathedral 
from 2002 to 2015 Msgr. John 
Richter agreed. “Beauty helps us to 
be prayerful so that we can really 
focus our attention on God, and our 
relationship with him,” he said. 

In 1957, the Holy Trinity Church 
received the singular honor of 
being named the Cathedral for 
what would become the brand-new 
Diocese of New Ulm. Dedicated 
on Nov. 28, 1957, the Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity received its first 
bishop on Jan. 29, 1958, with the 
appointment of Bishop Alphonse J. 
Schladweiler. Currently, New Ulm 
is the only city in the diocese that 
has two Catholic churches. 

Bishop LeVoir believes that having 
two churches creates a unique 
opportunity to worship. “Both 
the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
and the Church of St. Mary have 
the same pastor, although each 
parish has its own traditions and 
legitimate expressions of the 
Catholic faith,” he said. “This 
makes for a richer and more 
complete experience of the faith for 

Catholics in New Ulm.”

Cathedral rector Msgr. Douglas 
Grams sees the upcoming 150th 
celebration as an opportunity to 
not only look back on how far 
the parish community has come, 

but also to rediscover historical 
information that is new or 
forgotten. He is especially grateful 
for the members who are serving on 
the 150th anniversary committee. 
“Most of them [committee 
members] remember celebrating 

the 100th year anniversary, so they 
bring an experience of lived history 
during the past 50 years,” Msgr. 
Grams said.

As the Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity parish prepares for the 
150th celebration of its founding, 
its prevailing sentiments are 
gratitude for past opportunities and 
hope for continued growth. 

“The fact that Holy Trinity parish 
(Cathedral) has prospered for 150 
years is a tribute to the faithful,” 
Msgr. Grams said. “Fostering 
a strong community of faith is 
the best way to guarantee the 
Cathedral’s future. May we share 
our faith of the Risen Lord with 
present and future parishioners who 
will celebrate the 200th anniversary 
in another 50 years.”

For information regarding 
upcoming 150th celebration 
events visit www.dnu.org/new-ulm-
cathedral.

Cathedral parish continues to foster a strong community of faith
(Continued from page 1)

In the late 1800’s, two statues, one of the Blessed Mother holding 
the Infant Jesus and one of her spouse St. Joseph, flanked each side 
of the front entrance of Holy Trinity parish in New Ulm. During later 
renovations, the exterior statues were moved to the parish Catholic 
cemetery chapel.                                     (Photo provided by Elroy Ubl)

by Edie Schmierbach 
Mankato Free Press

NEW ULM – Nuns 115 years 
ago pushed wheelbarrows to haul 
the bricks used to create hillside 
niches along a steep path to the 
Sorrowful Mother Chapel. On 
May 13 volunteers at the Way 
of the Cross made that same 
700-foot-climb riding in a cart 
behind a John Deere garden 
tractor. Their arms encircled 
fragile religious statues being 
returned to the shrine’s meditation 
spots.

The century-old statuary depicting 
Jesus’ path to crucifixion had 
been removed for a monthslong 
restoration project.

“Paint was chipped and this 
figure's hand had a little piece 
broken off,” Ken Stadick said 
as he pointed to a small plaster 
sculpture made at the Bavarian 
Royal Academy of Art in Munich.

Stadick helped place wooden 
crosses inside the 14 station 
niches.

“We prayed for a day like this, 
it’s so nice,” Earl LaPlante said 
while standing in early morning 
sunshine.

He and Stadick are members 
of a committee that, along with 
the New Ulm area Knights of 
Columbus organization, takes 
care of the shrine's upkeep. They 
were grateful for a break from 
rain and that two members of the 
restoration crew from Missouri 
were on hand to help place the 
statues.

“The guys from St. Louis were 
here right at 8 a.m.,” LaPlante 
said.

“We fell in love with these pieces,” 
Rich Dean of Restorations Plus 
said describing the statues he had 
helped repaint.

Dean was carrying a golden-
winged angel across his shoulder 
on his way to one of the meditation 
spots when he paused to explain 
how the restoration crew removed 
coats of paint that had masked the 
statues’ original beauty.

Restorations Plus used exterior 
paints that closely matched the 
colors first used on the figures of 
Christ and witnesses who saw him 
carrying a cross through Jerusalem 
to his death on Calvary.

A layer of sealant over the paint 
was applied to the statues as 

protection against Minnesota’s 
harsh winters.

“Eighty percent of what we do is 
sacred art and 85% of that is for 
Catholic churches,” he said.

After the statues were positioned, 
each station niche was enclosed in 
specially designed wood-framed 
glass. The committee contracted 

Wood-n-Windows in New Ulm for 
that project.

“We wanted to use a local 
business,” LaPlante said.

The land at 1500 5th N Street is 
owned by the Diocese of New 
Ulm, but the Way of the Cross 
committee relied on donations to 
fund the restoration project, which 

cost about $35,000.

Volunteers also are responsible for 
the shrine’s general maintenance 
work. Denise Richter, who was 
taking photographs during the 
re-installation, is one of the 
caretakers for the shade plants that 
grow along the pathway behind 
New Ulm’s hospital. She was 
introduced to the shrine by her 
husband in 1957, when they were 
newlyweds. For the past 19 years, 
she has helped keep the grounds 
spruced up and ready for visitors 
to enjoy.

The city’s Chamber of Commerce 
recently contacted Richter about 
the shrine. New Ulm is planning to 
resume offering visitors bus tours 
to the Way of the Cross.

The location is dedicated for 
meditation on the Passion and the 
death of Jesus Christ; however, 
people of all faiths are welcome 
to stop at each station and read the 
German and English inscriptions.
Opportunities for peace, serenity 
(and healthy exercise) are there 
for anyone who wants to walk the 
path.

“This is for everybody,” LaPlante 
said.

Statuary returns to Way of the Cross Shrine in New Ulm

Earl LaPlante of New Ulm, left, coordinated efforts to restore the 
century-old statuary of the Way of the Cross Shrine in New Ulm. 
On May 13, Bob Apitz (center) and Steve Schneider were among 
numerous volunteers who assisted in returning the statues to their 
respective niches along the holy pathway.  (Photo by Christine Clancy)
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by Sara Peterson
Prairie Catholic correspondent

ST. PAUL – Four Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Carondelet (CSJ) who 
all have ties to the Diocese of New 
Ulm are celebrating significant 
jubilees this year. Sr. Anna Marie 
DeVos celebrates 65 years and Sr. 
Betty Gits, Sr. Marie Grossman, 
and Sr. Dorothy Jorgenson are 
celebrating 75 years.

As a child growing up in Chokio, 
Minn., Sr. Marie had never seen 
a religious sister. “There was no 
way I could want to be one,” she 
said. Her first experience meeting 
a nun was when she was a young 
woman working in a bakery. 
She recalled that the nun was 
always smiling when she came 
in for sweet rolls for Sunday 
breakfast. “I thought, ‘Isn’t that 
wonderful. That’s what I want 
to be.’” It would be two years 
before she would decide to enter 
religious life, but after spending 
less than 24 hours in the convent, 
she was convinced it was not 
the vocation for her. However, 
she was persuaded to stay by the 
mother superior who suggested 
she remain there for at least two 

months. “I thought I’d be dead 
by then, but that cloud left, and I 
loved it,” Sr. Marie said. 

Sr. Anna Marie DeVos grew up in 
rural Marshall, Minn. Right out 
of high school she began working 
at J.C. Penney but the thought 
of becoming a nun remained 
with her for the next three years. 
After seeking advice from a 
friend regarding religious life she 
decided to visit the convent to 
see what it was like. “I was very 
pleased with what I saw,” Sr. Anna 
Marie said. But, it wasn’t until 

a conversation with a classmate 
from high school that helped her 
decide. “I just kind of knew I 
belonged at that point,” she said.  

A native of Minneota, Minn., Sr. 
Betty Gits entered religious life 
right out of high school. Religious 
life was always familiar to Sr. 
Betty. She had three aunts who 
were nuns. Although none of them 
talked about the religious life with 
her, she observed them each time 
they came to visit. “I just knew 
I belonged,” she said. “I told 
everybody.”

Sr. Dorothy Jorgenson also had 
a lot of exposure to women 
religious growing up in Grand 
Forks, N.D. where she attended 
Catholic school all 12 years of her 
education. “My whole life was 
surrounded by CSJs,” Sr. Dorothy 
said. “I’ve been a CSJ since I was 
born, practically!”  

Service to Diocese of New Ulm
Prior to retirement, all four 
women at one time served in the 
Diocese of New Ulm. Both Sr. 
Betty and Sr. Marie worked as 
pastoral administrators serving 
as the primary pastoral presence 
in parishes. Sr. Betty’s service in 
the diocese began in the 1970s at 
St. Edward in Minneota before 
she served as a parish worker at 
Holy Redeemer in Marshall, and 
then a pastoral administrator at 
St. Thomas in Sanborn for seven 
years. Sr. Marie’s ministry in 
the diocese began in 1984 at St. 
Joseph in Lamberton where she 
served as a pastoral administrator 
for ten years.

Sr. Dorothy served at St. Peter’s 
parish in St. Peter in the 1980s 
and then as a parish worker at 
Sacred Heart in Murdock, St. 
Francis in Benson, St. Bridget in 

De Graff, St. Malachy in Clontarf, 
and Visitation in Danvers. “We 
became part of the parish,” Sr. 
Dorothy said. “It wasn’t like living 
in the convent anymore. It was 
living with the people there,” she 
said.

As early as 1972, Sr. Anna Marie 
served the diocese as a teacher 
and then principal in Marshall. 
“I would help out in the parish if 
they needed me,” she said. “Or 
if they wanted something done, 
they’d usually call me. That was 
very rewarding too.”   

Well-liked in their communities, 
the Sisters assisted the lay people 
in assuming their rightful roles in 
the parishes, whether that was in 
finance, education, or liturgy. They 
were present at funerals, baptisms, 
and many other significant events 
in people’s lives. “Life has always 
been good,” said Sr. Dorothy, 
reflecting fondly of her time in the 
diocese. “I keep looking back with 
gratitude. These have been very 
beautiful years. You have ups and 
downs, but boy, I wouldn’t give 
them up for anything,” she said.

A call to holy orders 
New deacons to serve in parishes this summer 
by Christine Clancy
The Prairie Catholic

NEW ULM – Bishop John M. 
LeVoir ordained seminarians 
John Hayes and Shawn Polman 
to the diaconate on June 1 at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 
in New Ulm, bringing the two 
men a step closer to being called 
to ordination as priests in the 
Diocese of New Ulm.

Bishop LeVoir served as the main 
celebrant and homilist of the Mass 
with priests of the diocese and 
archdiocese as concelebrants.

Hayes and Polman, who will 
be entering their final year of 
theological studies at Saint Paul 
Seminary in St. Paul, are now 
“transitional” deacons. Their 
ordination confers upon them 
all the faculties of the ordained 
diaconate – proclaiming the 
Gospel and preaching at Mass, 
and presiding at baptisms, 
weddings, and funerals.
In his homily, Bishop LeVoir 

urged the men to live and teach by 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all 
of its wholeness. “The diaconate 
is not, as Pope Francis reminds 
us, ‘an entitlement,’” said Bishop 
LeVoir. “It is not a ticket to a 
luxurious way of life.” 

The bishop told the men to live a 
simple life: “the simpler your life, 
the more you are going to able 
to give of yourself to God and to 
others,” he said.

“Through the sacrament today, 
you will be changed. You will 
be conformed and configured 
more closely to Jesus Christ, 
who came to serve and not to be 
served. You are not going to be 
the same. Baptism changed you. 
Confirmation changed you. And 
now, ordination changes you. And 
it’s all a configuration to Jesus. 
That is what life is all about. It 
is about living Christ’s life,” the 
bishop said.

Editor’s note: For the summer 
interim, Deacon Hayes has been 
assigned to serve the Church of 
St. Catherine in Redwood Falls 
and Deacon Polman will serve the 
Church of the Holy Redeemer in 
Marshall.

Newly ordained Deacon John Hayes receives the Book of the Gospels 
from Bishop LeVoir as part of the ordination rite. Also pictured is 
Deacon Mike McKeown (far left) and Fr. Aaron Johanneck.                                  
                                                  (Photo by Rick Apitz/Shayds of Color)

Four religious sisters with ties to diocese celebrate significant jubilees

Jubiliarians pictured l-r are: Sr. Anna Marie DeVos, Sr. Betty Gits, 
Sr. Dorothy Jorgenson, and Sr. Marie Grossman.      
                                                                     (Photo by Sara Peterson)

Bishop LeVoir’s homily shared encouraging words with soon to be 
deacons John Hayes (left) and Shawn Polman reminding them about 
their commitment to service and bringing people closer to the Lord. 
(Photos by Christine Clancy)

Shawn Polman kneels before 
Bishop LeVoir for the “laying 
on of hands,” the moment the 
candidate is ordained a deacon. 
Also pictured (left) Deacon Rick 
Christiansen and Fr. Aaron 
Johanneck.                                                                  
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This month’s question:
What is the reason for the Church 
approving books and textbooks?

U pon opening the pages 
of a prayer book or a book on 
theology, many Catholics will 
have noticed, at some point, the 
words Imprimatur and Nihil 
Obstat printed inside, often on 
the same page as the copyright 
information. And probably more 
than a few will have wondered, 
at least for a moment, what those 
words meant.

On matters of faith and morals, 
the Church has always tried to be 
very careful to avoid confusion 
in the minds of the Christian 
Faithful. Many times in the 
history of the Church, councils 
were called to address points of 
confusion that had arisen among 
Christians, and to clarify what 
was the true understanding of 
the faith. And in a diocese, the 
diocesan bishop, as successor 

 by Fr. Mark Steffl, STL, JCL 

Ask a Canon Lawyer

of the Apostles and teacher of 
the Catholic faith in all matters, 
has the responsibility to be 
vigilant that all that is presented 
as “Catholic” is indeed what 
the Catholic Church holds and 
teaches.  

Canon 823 §1 of the Code of 
Canon Law says: “In order to 
safeguard the integrity of faith and 
morals, pastors of the Church have 
the duty and the right to ensure 
that in writings or in the use of the 
means of social communication 
there should be no ill effect on 
the faith and morals of Christ’s 
faithful. They also have the duty 
and the right to demand that 
where writings of Christ’s faithful 
touch upon matters of faith and 
morals, these be submitted to their 
judgement. Moreover, they have 
the duty and the right to condemn 
writings which harm true faith or 
good morals.”

Consequently, a process exists at 
the diocesan level for the exercise 

of this care over published works. 
Typically, the diocesan bishop 
receives a request from the author 
of a book or similar written text, 
asking that it be approved as a 
Catholic publication, which in 
turn is meant to assure the reader 
of the orthodoxy of a particular 
book, pamphlet, program, etc.

The diocesan bishop then gives 
the book to someone who he has 
named as a “Censor Librorum” 
(an “assessor of books” in Latin). 
This individual must have an 
advanced degree in theology, 
and will carefully read the work, 
attentive to finding any errors 
relating to matters of morals or 
the Catholic faith, and then give 
a written report to the diocesan 
bishop. The bishop will then 
decide “in his prudent judgment” 
(as canon 830 §3 puts it) whether 
to give his permission for the book 
to be published. If he decides 
not to give his permission, the 
bishop is to inform the author of 

the reasons the permission is not 
granted.

When an approved book is 
published, this permission is 
indicated in the inside cover or 
first few pages of a book. First, 
there is the phrase Nihil Obstat 
(Latin for “nothing stands in the 
way”) followed by the name of 
the censor who reviewed the 
work. Then the word Imprimatur 
(the Latin word meaning “let it 
be published”) is followed by the 
name of the diocesan bishop who 
approved the text, along with the 
date and place of the permission.

Since there is no publishing 
house for Catholic materials in 
the Diocese of New Ulm, it is not 
often that such requests are made. 
In the past ten years, twice the 
Nihil Obstat and 
Imprimatur have 
been granted to 
someone who put 
together a “summer 
vacation bible 
school program” 
at a parish that 
the author hoped 
to be able to offer 

to others, or to eventually have 
published. In larger dioceses 
or places where advanced 
academic institutions and Catholic 
publishers are to be found, a 
diocesan bishop might receive 
many such requests. 

NEXT COLUMN: What is the 
College of Consultors? I have 
heard it referred to in reference to 
approval of a building project that 
my parish wants to do.

Fr. Mark Steffl serves as the 
Diocese of New Ulm’s canon 
lawyer and is the judicial 
vicar.

Do you have a question 
regarding canon law that you would 
like to see answered here? E-mail 
The Prairie Catholic at cclancy@
dnu.org. In the subject area indicate 
“Ask a canon lawyer.”

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops release 2018 annual report 
on the protection of children and young people
WASHINGTON – The U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Secretariat of Child and Youth 
Protection released May 31 their 
2018 Annual Report – Findings 
and Recommendations on the 
Implementation of the Charter 
for the Protection of Children and 
Young People. 

The report is based on the audit 
findings of StoneBridge Business 
Partners, a specialty consulting 
firm headquartered in Rochester, 
N.Y., which provides forensic, 
internal, and compliance audit 
services to leading organizations 
nationwide. 

A survey on allegations conducted 
by the Center for Applied 
Research in the Apostolate 
(CARA) is also included as part 
of the report. The 2018 report for 
audit year July 1, 2017 – June 30, 
2018, states that 1,385 adults came 
forward with 1,455 allegations. 
Compared to 2017, the number 
of allegations has increased 
significantly due to the additional 

allegations received in five New 
York State dioceses as a result 
of the implementation of their 
Independent Reconciliation and 
Compensation programs. 

Additional data on allegations 
provided by CARA’s annual 
survey shows that more than 
nine in ten alleged offenders 
(92 percent) identified during 
the survey year were already 
deceased, already removed from 
ministry, already laicized, or 
missing. Most abuse reported 
occurred between 1960 and 1990, 
with a peak in the 1970’s.

Twenty-six new allegations 
involving current minors were 
reported during the audit period. 
As of June 30, 2018, three were 
substantiated and the clergy 
were removed from ministry.  
These allegations came from 
three different dioceses. Seven 
allegations were unsubstantiated 
as of June 30, 2018. Three 
were categorized as “unable to 
be proven” and investigations 

were still in process for six of 
the allegations as of June 30, 
2018. For the remaining seven 
allegations involving minors, two 
were referred to a religious order, 
two were reported as unknown 
clerics, and three were not 
claims of sexual abuse, but were 
boundary violations.

During the audit period, dioceses 
and eparchies provided outreach 
and support to 472 victims/
survivors and their families who 
reported during this audit period.  
Continued support was provided 
to 1,542 victims/survivors and 
their families who reported abuse 
in prior audit periods. Support 
may include counseling, spiritual 
assistance, support groups, and 
other social services. 

The report also notes the ongoing 
work of the Church in continuing 
the call to ensure the safety of 
children and vulnerable adults. In 
2018, over 2.6 million background 
checks were conducted on Church 
clerics, employees, and volunteers. 

In addition, in 2018 over 2.6 
million adults and 3.9 million 
children and youth have also been 
trained on how to identify the 
warning signs of abuse and how to 
report those signs.

Regarding Charter compliance, 
the report noted the following: 
 StoneBridge Business 
Partners, the auditor, visited 72 
dioceses/eparchies and collected 
data from 122 others. 
 All dioceses/eparchies were 
found compliant except for 
the Diocese of Lincoln, who 
was found non-compliant with 
Article 7 of the Charter. 
 Three eparchies did not 
participate including the 
Eparchy of St. Mary Queen of 
Peace, the Eparchy of St. Peter 
the Apostle, and the Eparchy of 
Phoenix.

The Committee on the Protection 
of Children and Young People 
continues to emphasize that 
the audit and maintaining 
zero-tolerance policies are two 

important tools in the Church’s 
broader program of creating a 
culture of protection and healing 
that exceeds the requirements of 
the Charter.

This is the sixteenth such report 
since 2002 when the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
approved the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young 
People, making a promise to 
protect and a pledge to heal. 

For the full Annual Report visit 
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/
child-and-youth-protection/child-
abuse-prevention/upload/2018-
CYP-Annual-Report.pdf.

For the Charter for the Protection 
of Children and Young People 
visit www.usccb.org/charter.

Additional information on 
diocesan requirements can 
be found at www.usccb.org/
about/communications/bishops-
resources/upload/cyp-norms-
bulletin-insert.pdf.
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by Fr. Aaron Johanneck

In the past several months, I have 
become aware 
of two different 
stories of priests 
running into 
burning churches 
to save precious 
items from 
being destroyed.  
The first story 
is told in the opening scenes of 
the first video of the Augustine 
Institute’s three-part video series 
entitled, Presence: The Mystery 
of the Eucharist. According to the 
video, in early December of 1912, 
Fr. Daniel Burke and Fr. Joseph 
Congedo ran into the burning 
Church of St. Philip Neri in New 
York to try to save what was most 
precious in the building.

More recently, on April 15 of this 
year, the Monday of Holy Week, 
another priest, Fr. Jean-Marc 
Fournier, entered the Cathedral of 
Notre-Dame in Paris as the world 
watched the wooden roof and 
spire of the more than 800-year-
old building consumed with 
flames and the spire eventually 
collapsing.

In both cases, among the precious 
items saved, indeed the most 
precious item in each of the 
churches, was the Real Presence of 
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.

Fr. Fournier is the chaplain to the 
Paris Fire Brigade. He served as 
an army chaplain in Afghanistan.  
In 2015, when terrorists attacked a 
concert in Paris, he rushed into the 
theater to pray over the dead and 
to comfort the wounded and those 
who witnessed loved ones perish.  
He is clearly a selfless and brave 
man.

When he heard about the fire at 
Notre Dame, he rushed to the 
cathedral to save the precious 
relics that could be saved. Fr. 
Fournier described in interviews 
that in the church itself there 
was no smoke and it was not 
excessively hot.The fire was 
raging above, and rains 
of fire fell into the 
cathedral below. He and 
those who accompanied 
him first went to save, 
perhaps the most famous 
relic of Notre Dame, 
the Crown of Thorns, 

from the safe in which it was kept. 
Others hurried to retrieve and save 
other precious items.

From the 
Crown of 
Thorns, Fr. 
Fournier turned 
his attention 
to the Blessed 
Sacrament. 
A sacristan 

directed him to where the 
Sacrament was kept. He retrieved 
the Sacred Hosts from the 
tabernacle, and then he blessed the 
burning cathedral with them. He 
asked Jesus – whom he affirmed 
he truly believes is present in the 
hosts – to fight the fire and to 
save the church dedicated to His 
Mother (Notre Dame is French 
for Our Lady). He explained that 
this blessing coincided with the 
beginning of a fire in the North 
Tower. In the end, both of the great 
towers of Notre Dame were saved. 
Fr. Fournier is convinced that 
this is due both to the work of the 
firefighters and to the power of the 
blessing with the Holy Eucharist.

Had the Sacred Hosts in these true 
stories been mere bread, these 
priests would have been foolish 
to risk their lives by running 
into burning churches to save 
them. However, they, of course, 
knew that at the moment of the 
Consecration, those Hosts became 
the Sacred Body of Jesus Christ. 
The Real Presence of Christ in 
the Holy Eucharist is the greatest 
treasure Christ has left to the 
Church, where he truly remains 
with us until the end of the world.  

These priests, along with the 
whole Church from the beginning, 
take Jesus at his word when he 
says, “This is my Body,” and, 
“This is my Blood” (Matthew 
26:26, 28, and parallels in Mark 
and Luke). They were willing to 
risk their lives for this powerful 
and beautiful revealed truth.

Fr. Aaron Johanneck is 
diocesan director of the 
Office of Worship.

Saving Jesus from the 
burning flames

Sursum Corda
L i f t  U p  Yo u r  H e a r t s

by Betty Thooft
DCCW president

There will be a number of Council 
of Catholic Women happenings 
this summer on both the diocesan 
and national level.

Here in the diocese, the three 
deanery Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women (DCCW) 
Boards will be hosting their 
summer meetings beginning in 
July. The DCCW Resource and 
Development Committee will be 
present at each meeting to conduct 
leadership training as well as 
address issues noted on the CCW 
annual reports.

On the national level, the National 
Council of Catholic Women 

(NCCW) will be hosting women 
from across the United States 
for the 99th annual NCCW 
Convention August 21-24, 2019, 
in Atlanta, Ga. The theme for 
this year’s convention is “Caring 
for God’s Creation.” For a list of 
convention speakers visit www.
nccw.org

Established by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
on March 4, 1920, the National 
Council of Catholic Women 
has more than 3,000 affiliated 
Catholic women’s groups and 
nearly 4,000 individual Catholic 
women in the United States who 
are members. The bishops created 
this important organization to give 
women not only a unified voice, 
but also a program of service and 
a vehicle for collaboration. The 
organizations' mission is to act 
through its members to support, 
empower, and educate all Catholic 
women in spirituality, leadership, 
and service.  

The National Council of Catholic 
Women provides resources that 
answer some of the most pressing 
issues facing society today – 
human trafficking, domestic 

violence, pornography, and 
evangelization. Transforming 
the world through prayer and 
action, the NCCW is a voice for 
American Catholic women of 
today. The organization supports 
not only social action through 
Gospel values, but also trains 
Catholic women to become 
leaders at the intersection of 
Church and society. It provides 
a forum for Catholic women 
to speak and act on matters of 
mutual interest, and it represents 
U.S. Catholic women in the 
national and international arenas.

Sign up!
Registration forms for the national 
convention can be found on the 
New Ulm Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women website, www.
nudccw.com. Scholarships for 
attending are available through 
the New Ulm Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Women Scholarship 
Fund. This scholarship not only 
covers the cost of registration but 
also travel expenses. See you at 
the convention in August!

CCW - good things happening on both 
the diocesan and the national level

WASHINGTON – The United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) has released a 
commanding new book featuring 
a survey of Pope Francis’s 
important teachings on the history 
of the devil, his empty promises 
and works, and how we can 
actively combat him. 

Written for a wide audience, 
Rebuking the Devil shows us 
how to recognize the tricks of the 
enemy, avoid his traps and defeat 
his efforts through the power of 
God in Jesus Christ.

Rebuking the Devil is available 
for purchase through the United 
States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops online bookstore and can 
be ordered at http://store.usccb.
org/rebuking-the-devil-p/7-608.
htm

While the text does affirm the 
reality of the devil, Pope Francis 
also offers wisdom in following 
God’s righteous laws and keeping 
our eyes fixed on the sovereignty 
of Jesus as we battle evil in our 

own lives and in the world.

“In this important book, Pope 
Francis tells us how to use 
powerful tools of spiritual 
combat against the devil 
including the Word of God, 
adoration of God in the Blessed 
Sacrament, participation in the 
Sacraments, fasting, prayer and 
the intercession of Mary, Mother 
of God, through the Most Holy 
Rosary,” said Bishop Michael F. 
Burbidge of Arlington, Chairman 
of the U.S. Bishop’s Committee 
on Communications. 

“We must recognize that there is 
a devil who is alive and active, 
but there is also a shield against 
him through the power of Jesus 
Christ,” the bishop said.

United States bishops publish book on 
pope’s teachings on history of the devil 
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social concerns

by Jason Adkins 

To bring the Gospel to all 
men and women, not to just 
the wealthy or intellectuals, 
Christianity must be incarnated 
in every aspect of civilization, 
including politics. This 
requires that the Church be 
free to cultivate the life of 
prayer needed to nurture 
discipleship in people who 
can, in turn, be leaven in 
society.  

That is the argument of the 
late Cardinal Jean Danielou, 
SJ, in his overlooked book, 
“Prayer as a Political Problem” 
(1965).  In it, he highlights 
how, to make possible the 
Christian civilization of 
tomorrow, the Church cannot 
become a mere sect or aloof 
from the civilization in which 
it inhabits. It cannot be “of 
the world” but it must be in 
it, constructively engaging 
society and creating an 
ambient religious culture 
where economic and spiritual 
supports and structures exist 
for people to order their lives 
toward God.   

Without those support 
structures, Danielou says, 
it takes a heroic effort by 
most persons to be a serious 
Christian. To preserve 
those structures and nurture 
disciples, we need religious 
freedom to pray and serve the 
world around us.  

Cooperation of church
and state
Cardinal Danielou states in the 
foreword to his book: “There 
is no true civilization which is 
not religious; nor, on the other 
hand, can there be a religion 
of the masses which is not 
supported by civilization. It 
would appear that today there 
are too many Christians who 
see no incongruity between 
the juxtaposition of a private 
religion and an irreligious 
society, nor perceiving how 
ruinous this is for both society 
and religion.”

Danielou argues that a 
truly religious society can 
flourish only when religious 
institutions exist in a 
collaborative relationship 

with the state. The state must 
recognize spiritual aspirations 
of the human person and 
the Church’s unique role in 
meeting those aspirations.  
“On this view of the matter,” 
Danielou claims, “the Church 
was most truly itself in the 
days of Christendom when 
everybody was baptized, and it 
is this state of affairs which is 
much to be desired.” 

But that ideal presupposes a 
Church which is involved with 
civilization; if civilization 
runs counter to the Church, a 
Christian society that embraces 
the common man and the poor 
– that is, most of us – is hard 
to sustain. 
 
Prayer as political
Obviously, we live in post-
Christendom today, and so 
the task, Danielou says, is 
to realistically assess our 
surroundings and what can be 
done. In the political realm, 
that means securing religious 
freedom so that the Church can 
continue to form people in the 
life of prayer so that they have 
the grace and spiritual tools 
to go forth in service to shape 
civilization.  

“Prayer,” then, becomes a 
political question because it 
is incumbent on the state to 
give religious institutions the 
freedom and the supports they 
need to meet people’s spiritual 
and material needs. It is there, 
in a genuinely religious social 
ecology, where a true religious 
civilization can be built.  
The stakes could not be higher, 
because, as Danielou notes, 
only a civilization with a 
genuinely religious culture is a 
healthy one - one able to stand 
up to the scourge of modern, 
technological civilization 
and its soft totalitarianism 
that suppresses the religious 
impulse in man and reduces 
the person into a mere 
consumer.  

Religious freedom: 
a good for all
The Holy See’s International 
Theological Commission 
makes a similar argument in its 
recent document, “Religious 
Liberty for the Good of All,” 
which Pope Francis approved 

for publication.  
“Safeguarding religious liberty 
and social peace presupposes 
a state that not only develops 
a logic of mutual cooperation 
between religious communities 
and civil society,” the 
commission says, but is 
also capable of nurturing a 
genuinely religious culture.

Attacks on the religious 
freedom of Christians, whether 
they are the recently passed 
“Equality Act” in the U.S. 
House of Representatives or 
the bombings in Sri Lanka, 
are all meant to marginalize 
the Church in both her prayer 
and her action. They seek to 
discourage active and public 
religious presence in society.  
Defending religious freedom 
means defending believers’ 
rights to respond to the call 
of the Creator consistent with 
their conscience. It means 
defending our ability to build 
a civilization in which the 
Church exists as leaven in the 
world so that all can encounter 
Christ.  

Jason Adkins is executive 
director of the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference, the 
public policy voice of the 
Catholic Church in Minnesota.

Faith in the Public Arena
A Church for the poor requires 
religious freedom

Catholics face challenges 
both in our current political 
climate of polarization 
and within the Church. 
The Minnesota Catholic 
Conference encourages you 
to take part in Religious 
Freedom Week to be held 
June 22-29. The theme is 
Strength in Hope. 

Find details on events, 
prayers, and resources to 
use in your home, parish, 
and community by visiting 
www.MNCatholic.org/
ReligiousFreedomWeek or 
www.usccb.org/issues-and-
action/religious-liberty/
religious-freedom-week/
index.cfm 

Works of Mercy in Graceville 

by Katie Braulick
Prairie Catholic correspondent

As children, many of us were asked 
to memorize the Corporal Works of 
Mercy: feed the hungry, give water to 
the thirsty, clothe the naked, shelter 
the homeless, visit the sick, visit the 
imprisoned, and bury the dead – actions 
we can perform that extend God’s 
compassion and mercy to those in need. 

For parishioners of the Spirit of Life 
Area Faith Community (Holy Rosary, 
Graceville; St. Michael, Madison; St. 
John, Ortonville; St. Joseph, Rosen; 
and the merged parish of St. Mary, 
Beardsley) the Corporal Works of 
Mercy have proven to be more than 
something they memorized as children. 
It is a belief that they are putting into 
practice every day by opening the 
Works of Mercy Center.

As a home health care nurse in her 
community, parishioner Katie Jensen 
saw the need of many living in the area 
whose basic needs such as toiletries, 
household items, kitchen utensils, and 
clothes were not being met. While very 
beneficial, Jensen felt that the available 
public programs and social services 
were not always easy to navigate and 
sometimes the “red tape” disqualified 
people from getting the simple help 
they needed. 

Jensen contacted Fr. Brian Oestreich, 
pastor of the Spirit of Life AFC. He 
was also considering what could be 
done about this need. After prayerful 
discernment they gathered eight 
volunteers, and using an empty room in 
the former Holy Rosary Catholic school 
building they opened the Works of 
Mercy Center.

“The center has become the mechanism 
that connects people who have always 
wanted to help and donate with the 
people who need the donations,” Jensen 
said.

For example, a volunteer reached out 
to a new family in town; after finding 
out their children were sleeping on 
the floor, Fr. Oestreich asked his 
parishioners if anyone had extra beds. 
That very week the children had new 
beds in their rooms. 

People have been very willing to help 
each time they are made aware of a 
need. Because the center is located 
in an extra room in the former school 
building and run by volunteers, there 
are no overhead costs. It is purely a 
place to connect people who want to 
share with those with basic needs that 
are not being met.

The center serves Big Stone, Traverse, 
Lac qui Parle, and Stevens counties and 
surrounding areas.  Since opening in 
January, the center has already served 
25 families. 

“Everyone is welcome at the Mercy 
Center,” said Fr. Oestreich. “We offer 
special hospitality to our guests. We 
care for their basic human needs and 
treat them as respected people of God.” 

“It is amazing to see the visitors who 
come back after receiving donations 
and give back to the center,” Jensen 
said. “Once they get their feet on the 
ground they want to give back, too.”  

In Matthew 25 Jesus separates the goats 
and the sheep and says to the sheep 
“Whatever you have done to the least of 
these you have done to me.” By serving 
those in need in the community, the 
Spirit of Life AFC have found a way to 
truly serve Jesus hidden in their midst.
 
The Works of Mercy Center is located 
at 11 Studdart Avenue in Graceville. To 
make an appointment or to donate call 
(320) 748-7259. They are especially 
in need of of diapers/wipes, cleaning 
supplies, towels, silverware, pots/pans, 
and personal hygiene items.

The Works of Mercy Center in Graceville assists those in need of basic 
household items and clothes. Pictured are Mercy Center volunteers, l-r, Pam 
Steuve, Michelle Taffe, Betty Lane, Katie Jensen, Jeanette Janke, Mary Lane, 
and Jean Rixe.                                                                           (Photo submitted)                                                                 

Action Alert!
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around the diocese

by Katie Braulick
Prairie Catholic correspondent

Since its release in late March, 
buzz about the movie Unplanned 
has been circulating nationally and 
locally.  

In April, the grassroots effort 
of pro-life organizations and 
individuals succeeded in bringing 
this powerful story to a local 
theatre in the Diocese of New 
Ulm. The lives of the many who 
saw it have been touched and even 
changed because of it. 

Based on Abby Johnson’s book of 
the same name, Unplanned tells 
Johnson’s experience as a Planned 
Parenthood clinic director turned 
pro-life advocate. 

The movie details how Johnson’s 
involvement in an ultrasound-
guided abortion was the tipping 
point that turned her away from 
Planned Parenthood and toward 
the pro-life movement. 

For many people the movie 
allowed them, if even for a brief 
moment, to see inside the abortion 
industry. “This is a different way 
to promote the pro-life message 
than we have ever seen before,” 
said Sr. Candace Fier, director of 
the Office of Family Life for the 
Diocese of New Ulm. “I think it 
served as a very powerful tool in 
changing hearts and minds,”  she 
said.
 
Due to the passion, persistence, 
and networking effort of many 
pro-life advocates in New Ulm 
and the surrounding area as well 
as the First Choice Pregnancy 
Center in New Ulm and the 
Knights of Columbus of New 
Ulm, Sleepy Eye, and Morgan, 
the movie was successfully 
brought to the New Ulm theater. 

“Countless people from our area 
were in support and calling the 
theater in the month leading up 
to the showing of Unplanned,” 
said Ryan Braulick, Grand Knight 
of the Sleepy Eye Knights of 
Columbus. “Supporting life 
from conception to natural death 
is essential to the Knights of 
Columbus’ mission and this movie 
is a new way to expose the truth 
about the abortion industry and 
Planned Parenthood.”  

Braulick said that the New Ulm 
theatre staff was very receptive 
to making Unplanned available. 
“After an unbelievable attendance 
over Easter weekend; they kept 
the show for an extra week,” he 
said. 

No generational boundaries
Perhaps the scene at the theatre 
was one of experience rather than 

entertainment. More than one 
showing was sold out, and people 
who were turned away because of 
the full theater gladly returned the 
next night. Some came with boxes 
of tissues, some came because of 
curiosity, some came with deep 
convictions, and some came a 
second time.

Sleepy Eye high school senior 
Carter Currens saw the movie with 
friends. “This movie is helping to 
open the eyes of society. . . My 
generation is carrying on the pro-
life cause by being witnesses, and 
showing that we desire change,” 
he said.

Saint Mary’s Catholic School in 
Sleepy Eye encouraged parents to 
bring their older children. Rachel 
Kucera, a parent who took her 
10 and 12 year-old daughters 
to see the movie said it was eye 
opening and it has given her the 
opportunity to have really good 
discussions with them.

 “Each morning we say a spiritual 
adoption prayer for the unborn. 
I chose to bring my daughters to 
this movie to make that prayer 
more meaningful to them and 
open a conversation with them 
about abortion and other tough 
topics. . . They are getting to the 
ages where friends, technology, 
and peer pressure really shape 
who they are, so conversation is 
really important,” Kucera said.

Changing hearts, minds, and lives
Perhaps for many the reality of the 
abortion industry as it was brought 
to the big screen has unfolded a 
deeper meaning to what it means 
to be pro-life. “The movie not 
only gave us a moment in which 
we were confronted with the 
graphic reality of what it means to 
kill an unborn child in the womb, 
but it also showed how prayer, 
forgiveness, and compassion for 
those involved with abortion can 
really have an impact,” said Sr. 
Candace. “The movie gave us a 
direction for the future: to reach 
out in love and compassion to 
every mother and father involved 
in abortion, every sibling or friend 
that has been affected, every pro-
abortion physician or health care 
professional, and to all of us as 
a society who suffer each time a 
child’s life is taken as a result of 
abortion,” Sr. Candace said.

Unplanned film about abortion
a story of hope, forgiveness, and love

Pro-life Resources
Legislative Advocacy:
www.mncatholic.org

Prayer: 
www.40daysforlife.com 

Pregnancy Resource Centers 
are available throughout the 
Diocese of New Ulm to provide 
emotional support, material 
assistance, and education to 
women facing an unexpected 
or distressing pregnancy. Visit 
www.dnu.org/familylife for a 
listing of local resource centers.

Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of New Ulm provides 
pregnancy support services as 
well as counseling and spiritual 
support for those affected by 
abortion. Visit www.dnu.org/
catholiccharities, (866) 670-
5163.

www.dnu.org/local-events/ 
Be sure to check back often for new announcements.

It’s time for
Parish Festivals!

Upcoming events
Registration is still open for the 
diocesan youth camps.

- Camp Beloved, a camp for 
young women will be held July 
20-24. 

- The young men’s camp, Camp 
Greatness (middle school age) 
will be held July 25-28 

- Camp Greatness (high school) 
will be held July 30 to Aug. 2. 

All camps are held at Schoenstatt 
on the Lake, Sleepy Eye. To 
register, contact your parish youth 
minister or the diocesan Office 
of Youth Ministry at (507) 233-
5325, cblickem@dnu.org. Further 
information about the camps can 
be found at www.dnu.org/youth.

Diocese of New Ulm 
Remarriage Program will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 17 from 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Church of 
St. Aloysius (Jubilee Center) in 
Olivia. To register or for further 
information contact the diocesan 
Office of Family Life, www.dnu.
org/familylife or call Cindy at 
(507) 233-5325, cblickem@dnu.
org.

Diocese of New Ulm Marriage 
Preparation Program will held 
on Sept. 21 from 9 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. at the Church of St. Aloysius 
(Jubilee Center) in Olivia. To 
register or for further information 
contact the diocesan Office of 
Family Life, www.dnu.org/
familylife or call Cindy at (507) 
233-5325, cblickem@dnu.org.

NEW ULM – The 2019 
Totus Tuus missionaries were 
commissioned to serve the 
diocese by Bishop John M. 
LeVoir on May 24 at the Catholic 
Pastoral Center in New Ulm. 
Totus Tuus was Saint John Paul 
II’s apostolic motto. It is a Latin 
phrase meaning “totally yours.” 

Totus Tuus is a summer 
catechetical and evangelization 
program that features a day 

program for elementary age 
children and an evening program 
for junior high and high school 
age youth. 

For further information about 
Totus Tuus visit the Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry Office on 
the Diocese of New Ulm website, 
www.dnu.org. 

Young adults to share the 
love of Christ and the joy of 
the Gospel this summer

Totus Tuus missionaries pictured front, l-r, are Amanda Stafford 
(Forest Lake), Kendra Wentzel (Murdock), Claudia Rabaey 
(Minneota), and Clare Schmitz (Springfield). Back, l-r, New Ulm 
diocese seminarian James Herzog (New Ulm), John Gillis (New 
Ulm), New Ulm diocese seminarian Sam Rosemeier (DeGraff), and 
Wyatt Peterson (Dassel).                       (Photo by Christine Clancy)                                                            



SAN JOSE, CALIF. (CNA) – 
In its latest rollout of updates, 
Apple announced this month that 
it will be adding menstruation 
and fertility tracking to its newest 
Apple Watch system. While it has 
been a feature of the health app 
on Apple smartphones since 2015, 
the ability to track menstrual and 
fertility information on the Apple 
Watch with watchOS6 is new. 

“The new Cycle Tracking app 
gives women the ability to log 
important information related to 
their menstrual cycles and see 

predicted timing for their next 
period and fertile window using 
the convenience of Apple Watch,” 
Apple announced in a statement.

“The daily log function enables 
the quick addition of information 
related to the menstrual cycle, 
including current period, flow, 
symptoms, results from ovulation 
prediction kits and other elements 
of fertility tracking,” Apple stated.

The adding of menstrual and 
fertility tracking to the Apple 
Watch follows a growing trend 

of smartwatches that track 
menstruation, ovulation, and 
related symptoms.

The features are similar to 
numerous apps already available 
on Apple or Android that allow 
women to track their periods as 
well as ovulation information and 
fertility windows.

Other popular menstrual and 
fertility tracking apps include 
Natural Cycles, Femm, Eve, Flo, 
and numerous others. There are 
also method-based apps available 
for various methods of Natural 
Family Planning, also known 
as FBAMs (Fertility-Based 
Awareness Methods).

There are also smartwatches 
designed explicitly for fertility 
tracking, including Ava or 
Tempdrop, which are wearable 
devices that track metrics such 
as a woman’s temperature, stress 
levels, and pulse rates to predict 
ovulation and a woman’s most 
fertile days.

WASHINGTON – On Tuesday, 
June 4, Bishop Joe S. Vásquez 
of Austin, Texas, Chairman of 
the United States Conference 

of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
Committee on Migration, 
applauded the House of 
Representatives for passing the 
American Dream and Promise 
Act of 2019 (H.R. 6), legislation 
that would provide a pathway 
to citizenship for qualifying 
Dreamers and TPS and Deferred 
Enforced Departure (DED) 
holders. 

TPS is a temporary status 
allowing nationals who are 
unable to safely return to their 
home countries due to armed 
conflict, natural disaster or other 
extraordinary and temporary 
conditions, to remain in the U.S. 
until it is safe to return.

“This is a big step for Dreamers 
and TPS holders who have called 
the United States home but 
have been working and living 
in uncertainty for years,” said 
Bishop  Vásquez. “Dreamers, 
TPS, and DED holders are 
working to make our communities 
and parishes strong and are vital 
contributors to our country. 
We welcome today’s vote and 
urge the Senate to take up this 
legislation which gives permanent 
protection to Dreamers, TPS and 
DED holders.”

More information about Dreamers 
and TPS can be found on the 
Justice for Immigrants website, 
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/.
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Join Bishop John LeVoir for
Adoration and Prayer

June 21 at 7 pm
Church of St. Michael, Madison

Opportunities for healing prayer, Confession, spiritual counsel

Call (507) 233-5310 or mmckeown@dnu.org

for Hope and Healing
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