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Dear Catholic School Principals and Directors of Religious Education:

From October 2015 through June 2017, a committee worked together to draft diocesan religion curriculum standards and student learner outcomes for Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth grade for students in all religious education programs—parish and Catholic schools. Numerous locations (both school and parish programs) piloted the curriculum over the 2017-2018 school year and had the opportunity throughout the year to suggest changes to the written curriculum. Input given by the individuals piloting the curriculum allowed for revisions to the draft documents. Overall, the piloting locations were very pleased with the written curriculum and enjoyed the experience.   
Please find the curriculum documents attached. A document referencing the USSCB scope of twelve basic subject areas are also included. Please note, this document has two workbooks—one by strand and one by grade level. The committee members attempted to directly reference the USCCB areas throughout the diocesan curriculum documents with an asterisk (*). 
The diocesan learner outcomes are to be the taught curriculum content throughout the diocese beginning in the fall of 2019. You may want to use this upcoming period to assess if your current curriculum text and resource supports teaching these standards and learner outcomes. If you identify gaps in your current program, you may want to supplement your current curriculum resources or you may want to choose to review other textbooks closer aligned with the written curriculum.  
Teach the student learner outcomes (The student will be able to . . .). The vocabulary and the prayers are also applicable to the grade levels indicated. The “Faith in Action” and the “Heart Questions” sections are suggested ways in which to help the student grow in their faith and in their personal relationship with Christ. Local program leaders and catechists/teachers may want to review which of these to use with the learners based on their significance and based upon the time the program allows.
For programs using the Ignatius Press series, The Image of God, please feel free request an aligned version of the curriculum sorted in grade level/lesson order from Cindy Blickem (cblickem@dnu.org). In the attached documents, there are alignment references with this series; however, the references are not in textbook lesson order.    
As with any written curriculum, submit updates to the written outcomes on an ongoing basis to the diocesan Evangelization and Catechesis Offices. The writing of the curriculum standards took place prior to the recent update of the texts referenced in the preceding paragraph and there is a possibility some correlations may now be inaccurate for grades 5 through 8. Please let the Offices of Evangelization and Catechesis know if you discover any inaccurate correlations. Flexibility as to the grade level at which the standards are taught is permitted.  
These standards provide a basic set of expectations for each grade level. It is important to note that these guidelines state the minimal requirements of a student. Although parish religious education formats vary, it is the expectation of the diocese that students would be able to articulate the foundational beliefs expressed within a defined time format. 

Religion Curriculum:
Introduction 

“Catechesis is an essentially ecclesial act”—an action of the Church (NDC #19-C). The purpose of catechesis is to make a person’s “faith become living, conscious, and active, through the light of instruction” (Vatican Council II: Decree on the Bishop’s Pastoral Office in the Church, 14). In a continuing effort to teach authentically the Gospel, the bishop, assisted at all levels by parents, priests, directors for religious education, and catechists, ensures that catechetical goals and priorities are established by the church community, that the necessary structures exist, and that appropriate programs are designated, carried out, and evaluated (NDC #54). 
Philosophy:

Catechesis speaks to the totality of the church’s efforts to make disciples of all people, to help them “believe that Jesus is the Son of God so that believing they might have life in his name, and to educate and instruct them in this life, thus building up the body of Chris” (CCC #4). Catechesis imparts the doctrine of faith in an “organic and systematic way with a view to initiating the learners into the fullness of Christina life” (CCC#5). 

In an effort for the diocese to be faithful in its mission to teach she understands that the aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch, but in communion with Jesus Christ” (CCC#426). “Catechesis aims to bring about in the believer an ever more mature faith in Jesus Christ, a deeper knowledge and love of his person and message, and a firm commitment to follow him” (NDC #19).  It is vital to hand on to our children a knowledge of the faith that is reasonable and provides for them a source of meaning for their lives. 
Catechesis must attend to each of six different dimensions of faith; each becomes a distinct yet complementary task. Faith must be known, celebrated, lived, and expressed in prayer. 
1. Catechesis promotes knowledge of the faith.

2. Catechesis promotes a knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and the Sacraments.

3. Catechesis promotes moral formation in Jesus Christ.

4. Catechesis teaches the Christian how to pray with Christ.

5. Catechesis prepares the Christian to live in community and to participate actively in the life and mission of the Church. 

6. Catechesis promotes a missionary spirit that prepares the faithful to be present as Christians in society. 

“These six tasks of catechesis constitute a unified whole by which catechesis seeks to achieve its objective: the formation of disciples of Jesus Christ.” (NDC #20).  
