
		Seven Basic Topics – All Grades	

	God, Creation, Christ, Church, Grace, Sacraments, and Commandants

Topics Emphasized by Grade Level

	Pre-K and K – God and Creation
	1 – Grace and Commandments
	2 – Sacraments and Commandments	
	3 – Christ and Church
	4 – God, Grace, and Commandments
	5 – Christ, Church, and Commandments
	6 – Old Testament – Creation 
	7 – God, Creation, Christ, and Commandments
	8 – Church, Grace, and Sacraments 






Preschool

Standard 1: God - developing an understanding 
of God and God’s role in our lives

The student will be able to: 
· Name the three persons of the Trinity. L1
· List ways how God loves us and how we love God through loving others. L5
· Identify God is sole creator and giver of life. L2
· Define prayer. L10
· Give examples how God comes first in our lives. L16
· List ways God takes care of us. L17
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Glory Be 
· Sign of the Cross
· Spontaneous prayer formation (i.e., Thank you Father for…, Sorry Jesus for…, Holy Spirit, please help…)
Heart Questions:
· How do you see God in your life? 

Standard 2: Creation – developing an 
understanding of creation 

The student will be able to: 
· Tell God created everything, the world and all in it. L2
· Acknowledge God made us in the image and likeness of God. L3
· Retell the story of Adam and Eve. L2
· Understand that humans brought sin into the world. L7
· Explain why God created guardian angels. L17
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· 
Heart Questions:
· Name ways you can take care of God’s creation


Preschool (continued)

Standard 3: Christ – developing an understanding 
of who Jesus is and awareness that 
Jesus is our role model in the life of faith 

The student will be able to: 
· Name Jesus as God the Son. L11
· Retell a story of one of Jesus’ miracles. L12
· Identify the Bible as a book about God and Jesus’ life on earth. L11
· Understand that if we live as a follower of Jesus, we will live with God in heaven. L15
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· List ways you can be a follower of Jesus
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 4: Church – come to awareness 
of church as the family of God

The student will be able to: 
· Define the Church as God’s house on earth. L6
· Identify signs and symbols in the church building. L6
· Role play the expectations of behavior within the Church and Mass, L6
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Tour the church and students will tell where God is present
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 5: Grace – developing an 
understanding of God’s gift of grace 

The student will be able to: 
· 
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers/ Faith in Action:
· 
Heart Questions:
· 


Preschool (continued)

Standard 6: Sacraments – come to an under-standing 
of the importance of the Sacraments 
The student will be able to: 
· Name the symbols of Baptism. L8
· Define Baptism as becoming members of God’s family, the Church. L8
· Explain ways we hurt other people and why we ask for forgiveness. L9
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Role play on how to ask for forgiveness by our words and actions
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 7: Commandments – developing an understanding of the commandments 
and how they help us liVe in the image of God 
The student will be able to: 
· Listen to the story of Moses and the Ten Commandments. L4
· Name choices that show love and choices that hurt others. L4
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· 
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 8: Mary and the saints – developing 
an understanding of the significance 
of the saints in our lives
The student will be able to: 
· Define Mary as the Mother of God and our Spiritual Mother, too. L20
· Recite the Hail Mary. L20
· Listen to the story of the Annunciation. L20
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· 
Heart Questions:
· 
Preschool (continued)

standard 9 – developing an understanding 
of the church year
Teacher will include age-appropriate lessons pertaining to:
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2. Advent
a. Waiting for coming of Jesus
b. Preparing our hearts for Jesus
c. Colors – pink and purple
d. Four Sundays 
e. Traditions
i. Advent wreath, etc. 
3. Christmas
a. Story of Christmas
b. Birth of Jesus
i. God coming into the world
4. 
Lent
a. Ash Wednesday
b. 40 Days
c. Psalm Sunday
5. Holy Week
a. Triduum
6. Easter Season
a. Easter Sunday
b. Pentecost 
7. Ordinary Time
a. Liturgical colors for various feasts and solemnities
b. Special feast days of saints (including your parish and AFC names)



Kindergarten

standard 1: God - developing an understanding 
of God and God’s role in our lives
The student will be able to: 
· Know and state that we are made in the image of God. L1
· Know the mystery of God as three persons in one God. L1
· Define mystery as something we cannot fully understand. L1
· Name the three persons of the Blessed Trinity. L1
· Compare the Sign of the Cross and the Blessed Trinity. L1
· Define love. L5 
· Define prayer. L10
· Define faith and give examples of faith through scripture stories. L17
Vocabulary:


Diocese of New Ulm Religion Curriculum Standards
BY GRADE LEVEL – Grades PK-8		July 2018

· 
14

· Mystery
· Love
· 
Prayer
· Faith

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Glory Be 
· Sign of the Cross
· Spontaneous prayer (i.e., Father, Thank you for…, Jesus, Sorry for…, and Holy Spirit, Please help...)
· Our Father
Heart Questions:
· How do you see God in your life? 
· What are some ways you can show God’s love to others?


Standard 2: creation - developing an understanding 
of creation 

The student will be able to: 
· Retell the story of creation, understanding that all creation is good. L2
· Define angels as persons created by God without bodies.  L2
· Discuss that out of God’s love he gave us each a guardian angel to guide us. L2
· Identify Adam and Eve as the first man and woman created by God. L3
· Retell the story of Adam and Eve and understand how humans brought sin into the world. L3
· Discuss that each person is created with a body and a soul. L3, L18
· Talk about death on earth and a new life with God in heaven. L18
· Define image.  L3
Vocabulary:
· 
· Image
· Soul

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Angel of God
· Use mirrors to understand the term, image


Kindergarten (continued)


Heart Questions:
· What are you most thankful for in God’s creation? L3
· How do you care for God’s creation? L3
· When would you turn towards your guardian angel? L3
· How do you see the image of God in others? L3
· How do you show that God is number one in your life? L9

Standard 3: Christ – developing an understanding 
of who Jesus is and awareness that Jesus 
is our role model in the life of faith 

The student will be able to: 
· Identify Jesus as the Son of God who died on the cross for all.  L13
· Name and illustrate a miracle of Jesus in the Bible. L14
· Define Apostles and their mission on earth. L15
· List ways Jesus sets good examples for us. L16
· Recall the Rosary is a prayer that reflects special events in the lives of Mary and Jesus. L11
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers/ Faith in Action:
· Rosary
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 4: church - come to awareness 
of church as the family of God
The student will be able to: 
· Identify the signs and symbols in the church building. L6
· Demonstrate appropriate behavior within the Church and Mass. L6
· Name and identify the basic roles of the pope, diocesan bishop, and parish priest. L6
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Expected church behavior – actively participate by listening, watching, singing, praying, and kneeling, standing, or sitting. L6
· Students will tour the church building becoming familiar with the baptismal font, holy water font, altar, tabernacle, sanctuary lamp, stations of the cross, pew, etc. L6
Heart Questions:
· 


Kindergarten (continued)

standard 5: grace - developing an understanding 
of God’s gift of grace 
The student will be able to: 
· 
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers/ Faith in Action:
· 
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 6:  SACRAMENTS - come to an understanding 
of the importance of the Sacraments 
The student will be able to: 
· Name a symbol, action, and word of Baptism. L8
· Explain the importance of Baptism. L8
· Define forgiveness. L9
· Name what happens during Mass.  L12
Vocabulary:
· Consecration. L12
· Grace. L8
· Godparents.
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Reenact a Baptism. L8
· Role-play apologies and forgiveness. L9
Heart Questions:
· What do you or your parents remember about your Baptism? L8

Standard 7: COMMANDMENTS - developing an 
understanding of the commandments and 
how they help us live in the image of God 
The student will be able to: 
· Retell the story of Moses and the Ten Commandments. L4 
· Describe ways your actions reflect the Ten Commandments. L4
· Define and give examples of sin. L7
Vocabulary:
· Sin
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· 
Heart Questions:
Kindergarten (continued)

Standard 8: Mary and the saints – 
developing an understanding of the significance
of the saints in our lives
The student will be able to: 
· Define Mary as the Mother of God and our Spiritual Mother, too. L24
· Compare Mary to your own mother. L24
· Recite the Hail Mary.  L24
· Listen to the story of the Annunciation. L24
Vocabulary:
· Saint
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· 
Heart Questions:
· 

standard 9 – developing an understanding 
of the church year
Teacher will include age-appropriate lessons pertaining to:
c. 
1. Advent
a. Waiting for coming of Jesus
b. Preparing our hearts for Jesus
c. Colors – pink and purple
d. Four Sundays 
e. Traditions
i. Advent wreath, etc. 
2. Christmas
a. Story of Christmas
b. Birth of Jesus
i. God coming into the world
3. 
Lent
a. Ash Wednesday
b. 40 Days
c. Psalm Sunday
4. Holy Week
a. Triduum
5. Easter Season
a. Easter Sunday
b. Pentecost 
6. Ordinary Time
a. Liturgical colors for various feasts and solemnities
b. Special feast days of saints (including your parish and AFC names)


Grade 1

Standard 1: God - developing an understanding 
Of God and God’s role in our lives
The student will be able to: 
· List the three persons of the Trinity. L1
· State that all three person of the Blessed Trinity have always existed. L1
· Explain the three persons in One God is a mystery. L1, L13
· Describe the Sign of the Cross and the Glory Be as prayers giving praise to the Holy Trinity. L1
· Identify that “life” is our greatest gift from God. L2
Recite – Describe – Define – Retell – Explain – State - Give examples - Role-play – Review – Tell - List (ways) – name
Vocabulary:
· Blessed Trinity
· Mystery
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Glory Be 
· Sign of the Cross
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 2: Creation – developing an 
understanding of creation 
The student will be able to: 
· List examples of what God created L2
· Recognize and appreciate God is the Creator of all things L2
· Review how God made us in the image and likeness of God L2
· Retell the Story of Creation (Genesis 1:1-31) L2
· Retell how God created everything out of love L2
· Explain how humans brought sin into the world L5
· Describe angels. L3
Recite – Describe – Define – Retell – Explain – State - Give examples - Role-play – Review – Tell - List (ways) – name
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Do an activity to show care for some of God’s creation. 
· Go outside and appreciate a “creation walk.”
Heart Questions:
· Explore ways we can show we care for all of God’s creation. 


Grade 1 (continued)
Standard 3: Christ – developing an understanding 
of who jesus is and an awareness that jesus 
is our role model in the life of faith
The student will be able to: 
· Identify Jesus is God the Son, the second person of the Trinity. L7
· Explain how Jesus is our Savior. L7
· Identify Mary as the Mother of Jesus and Joseph as Jesus’ father on earth. L7
· Retell a story from the Bible of one of Jesus’ miracles. L8
· List ways Jesus calls us to follow Him. L8
· Define prayer as an opportunity to raise our minds and hearts to God by talking and listening to Him. L9 L10
· Recite the special prayer Jesus taught us—the Our Father. L9
· Listen to the story of Jesus teaching the eight beatitudes for how to act as an image of God (how to think, feel, and act). L 10
· Explain or illustrate one of the beatitudes. L10
Recite – Describe – Define – Retell – Explain – State - Give examples - Role-play – Review – Tell - List (ways) – name
Vocabulary:
· 
· Savior
· Miracle
· Prayer
· Blessed

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Hail Mary Prayer
· Our Father Prayer
· Talk about the phrases in the prayer, the Our Father
· Jesus’ Mother Mary is a good example for us to follow. Talk about the words and phrases in the prayer, the Hail Mary.
· Pray a decade of the Rosary as often as possible in class
· Conduct a prayer service with the students
· Create a “Spiritual Bouquet” of prayers for someone
Heart Questions:
· What are some of the favorite things you do with your family? 
· Read a story of a miracle from the Bible and ask students how it helps them to know God’s love. Two of the scripture accounts with miracles are:
· A Blind Man Named Bartimaeus, Mark 10:46-52
· The Paralyzed Man, Mark 2:1-5,11-12
· When are times (things)
· 
· You thank God?
· You ask God for help?
· You tell God you are sorry?
· You give praise to God? 
· You pray for others?
· 
· Tell a time when you acted as an image of God in following a good attitude.
· God means more to us than things
· Help people who are sad feel better
· Showing our love for all people and not always wanting our own way
· Try to do what is right
· Love and forgive others when they hurt us—show kindness and treat others as we want to be treated
· Love as God loves—treat others as images of God no matter how they treat us
· Help others treat all people as images of God
· Try to act as images of God in all we think, say, and do no matter what anyone else does (don’t follow peer pressure, disregard teasing)
Grade 1 (continued)

Standard 4: Church – come to awareness 
of church as the family of God
The student will be able to:
· Define the Apostles as the first twelve followers of Jesus. L11
· Describe his or herself as a follower of Jesus called to act as an image of God. L11
· Define their vocation as a student called to learn about Jesus and called to share their faith. L11
· Identify pictures of the pope, the bishop, and the parish priest(s) and explain their roles. L11
· Identify who are the members of the Catholic Church. L12
· Explain how the Church, like Jesus, teaches us to carry out works of love. L12
· Explain the Apostles Creed as a prayer that states many of the things Catholics believe. L13
Recite – Describe – Define – Retell – Explain – State - Give examples - Role-play – Review – Tell - List (ways) – name
Vocabulary:
· 
· Apostles
· Vocation
· Creed
· Christian

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Listen to the scripture account: Bartholomew Meets Jesus, John 1:43-50
· Learn the Sign of the Cross in Spanish
· Carry out a corporal work of mercy—carry out a teaching of Jesus, a teaching of the Church
· Discuss the phrase/lines of the Apostles Creed
· Pray the Rosary (Noting the first prayer is the Apostles Creed) 
· Recite the Apostles Creed with assistance
Heart Questions:
· How can we show others we are followers of Jesus?

Standard 5: Grace – developing an 
understanding of God’s gift of grace 
The student will be able to: 
· Define grace as the gift of God’s life that he shares with persons—people and angels. L3
· Retell the story of Adam and Eve, how they separated themselves from God and lost grace for all mankind. (Genesis 3: 1-24). L5 L15
· Define original sin. L5
· Explain whom we hurt when we sin. L5
· List two reasons we need grace. L6
· To help us act as images of God
· To make it possible for us to live forever with God in Heaven
· To follow the Ten Commandments
· Define the immortal soul (supplemental material, CCC 366)
Recite – Describe – Define – Retell – Explain – State - Give examples - Role-play – Review – Tell - List (ways) – name
Vocabulary:
· 
· Angels
· Grace
· Sin

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Angel of God Prayer
Heart Questions:
· What might the student ask of their Guardian Angel?
Grade 1 (continued)


Standard 6: Sacraments – come to an understanding of the importance of the Sacraments 
The student will be able to: 
· Describe Jesus’ presence in the Holy Eucharist. L15
· Retell why there was the Last Supper. L15
· Explain ways one should behave at Mass. L15
Recite – Describe – Define – Retell – Explain – State - Give examples - Role-play – Review – Tell - List (ways) – name
Vocabulary:
· 
· Sacrament 
· Mass
· Gospel
· Homily
· Sacrifice 

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Name and Introduce the Seven Sacraments
· Explain and have the students participate in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
· Introduce the Parts of the Mass
Heart Questions:
· At Mass, how can you learn about God and how can you act as images of God?
· What helps you to feel Jesus’ presence when you are at Mass? 

Standard 7: Commandments – developing an understanding of the Commandments 
and how they help us live in the image of God 
The student will be able to: 
· Retell the story of Moses and the Ten Commandments. L4 
· Describe how the Commandments help us love God through our actions – How we are to act as images of God. L4
· List ways how we become more like God when we follow the Commandments. L4
· Discuss wrong choices (sins) and their consequences. L4
Recite – Describe – Define – Retell – Explain – State - Give examples - Role-play – Review – Tell - List (ways) - name+
Vocabulary:
· Commandment
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Talk about the Commandments—each individually—with the students and relate to their lives.
Heart Questions:
· Ask questions as to how each Commandment helps us to act as an Image of God.


Grade 1 (continued)

Standard 8: Mary and the saints – 
developing an understanding of the significance 
of the saints in our lives
The student will be able to: 
· Listen to the story of the Annunciation (Sacred Scripture). L18
· State that Mary is without Original Sin (Immaculate Conception).
· Listen to or read and reflect upon saint stories throughout the school/catechetical year (Supplemental material).
Vocabulary:
· Original Sin
· Canonize
· Saint
· Blessed
· Patron Saint
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Reflect on the patron saint of the parish/Catholic school.
Heart Questions:
· 

standard 9 – developing an understanding 
of the church year
Teacher will include age-appropriate lessons pertaining to:
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1. Advent
a. Waiting for coming of Jesus
b. Preparing our hearts for Jesus
c. Colors – pink and purple
d. Four Sundays 
e. Traditions
i. Advent wreath, etc. 
2. Christmas
a. Story of Christmas
b. Birth of Jesus
i. God coming into the world
3. 
Lent
a. Ash Wednesday
b. 40 Days
c. Psalm Sunday
4. Holy Week
a. Triduum
5. Easter Season
a. Easter Sunday
b. Pentecost 
6. Ordinary Time
a. Liturgical colors for various feasts and solemnities
b. Special feast days of saints (including your parish and AFC names)






Grade 2

standard 1: GOD - developing an understanding 
of God and God’s role in our lives

The student will be able to: 
· 
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· 
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 2: CREATION - developing an 
understanding of creation 
	
The student will be able to: 
· Explain why God created humans. L1 *
· Retell the story of creation and Adam and Eve’s response to God. L1, L2 *
· Explain how humans are different than the rest of God’s creation (dignity). L1 *
· Describe how our guardian angels guide and protect us. L1, L21 *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Dignity
· Temptation
· Sin
· Original Sin
· Grace
· Mercy

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· 
Heart Questions:
· How do you show that you are an image of God? L1
· How should you act at home, school, or at a sporting event since you are made in the Image of God? L1
· Recall the story of Adam and Eve, Moses, and Noah in relation to sin and God’s mercy. L2

Standard 3: Christ – developing an understanding 
of who Jesus is and awareness that Jesus 
is our role model in the life of faith 

The student will be able to: 
· Define who Jesus is and why He became man. L3 *
· Explain the importance of Jesus being baptized by John the Baptist. L3 *
· List ways Jesus was tempted by the devil. L3 *
· Retell a bible story of Jesus teaching. L4
· Retell a bible story that is a parable. L4
· Retell a bible story of Jesus performing a miracle. L4
· Analyze the Our Father and its meaning. L4
Grade 2 (continued)


· Explain why humans need a Savior. L5 *
· Explain the importance of Jesus’s death and resurrection. L5 *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Temptation
· Sacraments
· Miracle
· Parables
· Apostles
· Sacrifice
· Savior

Prayer / Faith in Action:
· Our Father
Heart Questions:
· Name ways on how you will prepare your heart for the sacraments L3

Standard 4: CHURCH - come to awareness 
of church as the family of God

The student will be able to: 
· Explain the roles of the leaders in the Catholic church (Pope, Bishop, Priest) L6
· Retell how the Apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit to carry on the mission of the Church and how to be witnesses of Jesus Christ. L6 *
· Discuss the story of Matthew 28:16-20 and how we are called to love and care for others the way Jesus does. L6 *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Christians
· Catholic

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· 
Heart Questions:
· How can we support our pope, bishop, and priests?

standard 5: GRACE - developing an understanding 
of God’s gift of grace 

The student will be able to: 
· 
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· 
Heart Questions:
· 



Grade 2 (continued)

Standard 6: SACRAMENTS - come to an understanding 
of the importance of the Sacraments 

The student will be able to: 
· Define sacrament. L7 *
· Summarize the seven sacraments by using words, actions, or symbols. L7 *
· Explain the importance of the Sacrament of Baptism. L8 *
· Explain how the father in the story of the Prodigal Son is like our heavenly Father. L12
· Define the Sacrament of Reconciliation. L13 *
· Define the difference between a venial and mortal sin. L11
· Differentiate between an accident and sin. L11
· Practice the steps of the Sacrament of Reconciliation including the examination of conscience. L14 *
· Define the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist. L16 *
· Retell the story of the Passover meal and how it relates to the Last Supper. L16
· Explain what happened at the Last Supper and its correlation to the Mass. L16
· Define the Mass and the two main parts of the Mass. L17
· List what happens during the Liturgy of the Word. L17
· List what happens during the Liturgy of the Eucharist. L18
Vocabulary:
· 
· Absolution
· Penance
· Alleluia
· Gospel
· Amen
· 
· Tabernacle
· Consecration
· Transubstantiation
· Monstrance
· Conscience
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Prayers / Faith in Action:  
· Act of Contrition
· Role-play the Sacrament of Baptism using the words, actions, or symbols. L8
· Attend Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament as a class. L18
· Role-play the consecration of the Mass. L18
· In class, use the church missal to aide students in understanding the Mass. L18 
Heart Questions:
· Students should discuss their Baptism with their parents. L8
· When is it hard to forgive another person?  L12
· How do you prepare yourself to receive Jesus in Holy Communion? L18

Standard 7: COMMANDMENTS - developing an understanding of the commandments and 
how they help us live in the image of God 

The student will be able to: 
· Explain how the first three commandments help us love God.  L9
· Explain how the other seven commandments teach us to love others. L10
Vocabulary:
· 
· Image
· Sin
· Temptation
· Grace


Grade 2 (continued)

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· 
Heart Questions:
· Recall the story of Moses and the Ten Commandments. L2
· How can we show love for your neighbor like the Good Samaritan? L10

Standard 8: Mary and the saints – 
developing an understanding of the significance 
of the saints in our lives 

The student will be able to:  
· Explain how Mary leads us to her Son and helps us get to heaven through her prayers. L26
· Identify how our family, friends, and saints can pray for us. L21 and supplemental material
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Fatima Prayer
· Rosary   L26
· Look up the different titles for Mary   L26
Heart Questions:
· 

standard 9 – developing an understanding 
of the church year
Teacher will include age-appropriate lessons pertaining to:
e. 
1. Advent
a. Waiting for coming of Jesus
b. Preparing our hearts for Jesus
c. Colors – pink and purple
d. Four Sundays 
e. Traditions
i. Advent wreath, etc. 
2. Christmas
a. Story of Christmas
b. Birth of Jesus
i. God coming into the world
3. 
Lent
a. Ash Wednesday
b. 40 Days
c. Psalm Sunday
4. Holy Week
a. Triduum
5. Easter Season
a. Easter Sunday
b. Pentecost 
6. Ordinary Time
a. Liturgical colors for various feasts and solemnities
b. Special feast days of saints (including your parish and AFC names)


Grade 3

standard 1: GOD - developing an understanding 
of God and God’s role in our lives
The student will be able to: 
· Recite who is God. L1
· Describe the Blessed Trinity by listing and describing the members. L2 *
· Define mystery. L1
· Retell the story of Pentecost and how the Holy Spirit helps guide us to act like Jesus. L2 *
Vocabulary:
· Mystery
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· 
Heart Questions:
· What are some ways you come to know God?
· List ways you can imitate God’s love in your family and at school.

Standard 2: CREATION - developing an 
understanding of creation 
The student will be able to: 
· Define and give examples of the word image. L4
· Explain how humans and angels are different from the rest of God’s creation. L4 *
· State the two powers we are given as a part of receiving the gift of a soul. L5 
· Explain what happens to souls after a person dies. L7 *
· Give examples of how humans use the power of their mind and will. L5
· Role-play decision-making skills by listening, thinking, and praying. L6
· Define dignity (worth), and give examples of respect for others. L8 *
· Explain how Baptism gives us new dignity (worth) as adopted sons and daughters. L8 *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Soul
· Dignity 
· Worth
· Heaven
· Hell

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· 
Heart Questions:
· 


Grade 3 (continued)


Standard 3: Christ – developing an understanding 
of who Jesus is and awareness that Jesus is 
our role model in the life of faith 
The student will be able to: 
· Explain why Jesus came on earth. L13
· Use the sorrowful mysteries to retell Jesus’s death on the cross. L12, L16
· Give examples of stories where Jesus teaches us how to act in order to share in God’s life. L14 *
Vocabulary:
· Incarnation
· Parable 
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Our Father
Heart Questions:
· The student will read a parable and explain the lesson that Jesus was trying to teach. L15


Standard 4: CHURCH - come to awareness 
of church as the family of God
The student will be able to: 
· Explain the role of the Apostles in the Church. L18 *
· Recite whom the pope, bishop, priests, and deacons of our Church. L18 *
· List ways that adults and children can use their unique talents and gifts in service of others. L19 *
Vocabulary:
· Immaculate Conception
· Assumption
· Corporal Works of Mercy
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· The student will illustrate their favorite Marion feast day and explain why they chose it. L17
· The students will write a thank you note to one of the leaders of the church. L18
· The students will perform a Corporal Works of Mercy. L19
Heart Questions:
· How do I use my talents and gifts to serve in my local parish and community?


standard 5: GRACE - developing an understanding 
of God’s gift of grace 
The student will be able to: 
· Define grace. L20
· Explain what grace does for us. L20
· Name the Seven Sacraments and explain how they are a way of receiving grace. L20

Grade 3 (continued)

Vocabulary:
· Sacrament
· Sacrifice

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· 
Heart Questions:
· The student will think of a time when he/she received grace and describe how it helped feel closer to God. L20


Standard 6: SACRAMENTS - come to an understanding 
of the importance of the Sacraments 

The student will be able to: 
· List the Sacraments of Initiation. L21
· List the Sacraments of Healing. L21
· List the Sacraments at the Service of Communion. L21
· Describe how Jesus’ Sacrifice of the Cross continues every time we celebrate the Eucharist. L21 *
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· 
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 7: commandments - developing an understandingof the commandments and 
how they help us live in the image of God 

The student will be able to: 
· List ways to overcome temptation. L9 *
· List the Ten Commandments. L10
· Explain how the Ten Commandments help us to act in God’s image. L10 *
· Retell the choices made by the characters in the Good Samaritan Scripture Story (Luke 10:29-37) identifying good choices and bad choices. L11
· Give examples of five good habits you can choose to do that will continue to help you be and act more like God. L11
Vocabulary:
· Self-discipline. L14
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· 
Heart Questions:
· The students will explain how to act in God’s image. L9


Grade 3 (continued)


Standard 8: Mary and the Saints – 
Developing an Understanding of the Significance 
of the Saints in Our Lives

The student will be able to: 
· Explain how Mary became the Mother of Jesus. L17 *
· Explain how Mary was “full of grace.” L17 *
· Review the mysteries of the Rosary. L17 *
· Describe the importance of saints’ intercession. L24 *
· Explain who can be a saint. L24
· List characteristics of a saint. L24
Vocabulary:
· Intercession
· Saint
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Name the patron saint of your parish or school and look up three facts about that saint. L25 
Heart Questions:
· What can you do to become a more saintly person?

standard 9 – developing an understanding 
of the church year
Teacher will include age-appropriate lessons pertaining to:
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1. Advent
a. Waiting for coming of Jesus
b. Preparing our hearts for Jesus
c. Colors – pink and purple
d. Four Sundays 
e. Traditions
i. Advent wreath, etc. 
2. Christmas
a. Story of Christmas
b. Birth of Jesus
i. God coming into the world
3. 
Lent
a. Ash Wednesday
b. 40 Days
c. Psalm Sunday
4. Holy Week
a. Triduum
5. Easter Season
a. Easter Sunday
b. Pentecost 
6. Ordinary Time
a. Liturgical colors for various feasts and solemnities
b. Special feast days of saints (including your parish and AFC names)



Grade 4

standard 1: GOD - developing an understanding 
of God and God’s role in our lives
The student will be able to: 
· Identify the focus of what we connect with as we think of each person of the Blessed Trinity (Power, Wisdom, Love). L1 *
· Explain how God loved Adam and Eve even after they sinned (Original Sin) and promised to send a Savior. L5 *
· Analyze how Joseph (in the Old Testament) reflected God’s merciful love towards his brothers. L6
· List and define the five forms of prayer. L18 *
· Compose a short prayer for each form of prayer. L18
Vocabulary:
· 
· Sacred Tradition
· Mystery of Faith
· Theology
· Reason
· God’s Mercy

· Prayer
· Intercede

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Apostles Creed
· Memorare
· In cooperative groups, students will dramatize biblical stories that reflect God’s merciful love
· 
· Tower of Babel
· The Great Flood
· Adam and Eve
· Lot and His Family
· Cain’s Wrong Choice
· Joseph and his Brothers

Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 2: CREATION - developing an 
understanding of creation 
The student will be able to: 
· Explain the role of angels in creation and their placement within the Hierarchy of Being. L2 *
· Analyze the prayer of St. Michael the Archangel connecting it to the Archangel’s role in creation. L2
· Create a Venn diagram to comparing angels and humans. L3
· Explain why God created human persons and how each person has dignity. L4 *
· Explain the three ways humans are affected by original sin as in the story of Cain and Abel. L5 
Vocabulary:
· 
· Angels
· Archangels
· Devils
· Dominion
· Inherit
· Dignity

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel.
· Students will write a story about a time their guardian angel helped them.
· List ways that you can take care of God’s creation.
Heart Questions:
· What are some ways you show respect and dignity for life?
Grade 4 (continued)

Standard 3: Christ – developing an understanding 
of who Jesus is and awareness that Jesus is 
our role model in the life of faith 
The student will be able to: 
· Explain Jesus’ role as priest, prophet, and king and evaluate each role. L7, L8, L9
· Share ways that Jesus is like us (human) and ways he is divine (God). L1, L7, L8, L9 *
· Explain why Jesus dying on the cross is a sacrifice of love. L7
· Define the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy and the Beatitudes. L10, L11
· List examples of the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy witnessed in the world. L10
· Explain that Jesus will judge the living and the dead at the end of time and we are to pray for those who died. L9, L10, and supplemental material *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Self-discipline
· Priests
· Martyr
· Prophet
· Corporal
· Spiritual
· Mercy
· Heaven
· Purgatory
· Hell

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Name someone who is a prophet in your life and how.
· Within a group or individually, compose a booklet by assigning one example of a Corporal or Spiritual Work of Mercy.
· Role play the Corporal or Spiritual Works of Mercy.
Heart Questions:
· How can you live out the Beatitudes?
· How can you live out the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy?

Standard 4: CHURCH - come to awareness of 
church as the family of God
The student will be able to: 
· Explain how the Bible (Sacred Scripture) and Sacred Tradition are two important sources of our knowledge about God. L1 *
· List and define roles of the different ordained ministries of the Catholic Church. L12 *
· Define ways laity can love and serve God and other members of the Church. L12 *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Bible (Sacred Scripture)
· Sacred Tradition 
· Lay People
· Holiness

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Adopt seminarians and priests and pray for them.
· Celebrate Vocations Awareness Week.
· As a class, compose a prayer to pray each day to know their vocation in life.
Heart Questions:
· How is God calling you to serve him by serving your neighbor?

Grade 4 (continued)

standard 5: GRACE - developing an understanding 
of God’s gift of grace 
The student will be able to: 
· Explain how God’s grace can help us. L13 *
· List and analyze the theological virtues. L13
· List and analyze the cardinal virtues. L13
Vocabulary:
· Theological Virtues
· Cardinal Virtues
· Grace
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Student groups create and perform a skit how to practice one of the cardinal virtues.
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 6: SACRAMENTS - come to an understanding 
of the importance of the Sacraments 
The student will be able to: 
· List the Sacraments of Healing, Initiation, and Service of Communion and Mission. L14
· Analyze how grace helps us in each of the Seven Sacraments. L14
· Explain that when the priest says the same words as Jesus at Mass, the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. L14 *
· Explain when and how at Mass, Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross is remembered and celebrated. L14 *
· Explain how grace received from the Sacrament of Reconciliation helps us to think before acting on our feelings, and to know what is loving, right, and good. L14 *
Vocabulary:
· Sacrament
· Initiation
· Ordination
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Attend Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
· Pray for or adopt engaged couples
Heart Questions:
· Reflect on your actions during the day, how have you shown love for God and your neighbor.


Grade 4 (continued)

Standard 7: COMMANDMENTS - developing an understanding of the commandments and 
how they help us live in the image of God 
The student will be able to: 
· Summarize the Ten Commandments into the Two Great Commandments. L15
· List the commandments that tell us how we should love God. L16
· List the commandments that tell us how to love others. L17
· List ways the Ten Commandments help us reflect the Image of God. L15 *
· Retell the story of Moses and the Ten Commandments recalling the covenant God made with his people. L15 and supplemental material *
Vocabulary:
· Sin
· Temptation
· Covenant
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Teach students aspirations (short prayers that they can say throughout the day).
· Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on me, a sinner.
· Jesus, Mary, Joseph.
· God come to my assistance.
· Jesus, I trust in you.
· As a class, pray the prayer of the “Divine Praises.”
Heart Questions:
· How do I live out the Commandments?

Standard 8: mary and the saints – 
developing an understanding of the significance 
of mary and the saints in our lives
The student will be able to: 
· Identify key events of the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary and Mary’s participation in those events. L19
· Retell examples of Mary appearing to people around the world throughout history. L19
· Explain why we are encouraged to pray with Mary. L19 *
· Identify key events of the mysteries of the rosary. L19
· Explain why St. Thomas Aquinas is known as a Doctor of the Church. L1
· Summarize ways that St. Elizabeth of Hungry used her gifts and talents to love and serve others. L4
· Explain ways St. Kateri Tekakwitha lived out the Beatitudes. L11
Vocabulary:
· Doctor of the Church
· Communion of Saints *
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Pray the Rosary
Heart Questions:
· 
Grade 4 (continued)

standard 9 – developing an understanding 
of the church year
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Teacher will include age-appropriate lessons pertaining to:
g. 
1. Advent
a. Waiting for coming of Jesus
b. Preparing our hearts for Jesus
c. Colors – pink and purple
d. Four Sundays 
e. Traditions
i. Advent wreath, etc. 
2. Christmas
a. Story of Christmas
b. Birth of Jesus
i. God coming into the world
3. 
Lent
a. Ash Wednesday
b. 40 Days
c. Psalm Sunday
4. Holy Week
a. Triduum
5. Easter Season
a. Easter Sunday
b. Pentecost 
6. Ordinary Time
a. Liturgical colors for various feasts and solemnities
b. Special feast days of saints (including your parish and AFC names)

 



Grade 5

standard 1: GOD - developing an understanding 
of God and God’s role in our lives
The student will be able to: 
· Examine how the Nicene Creed explains the Blessed Trinity. L1 *
· Define the Communion of Persons as a loving union of two or more persons, such as the Blessed Trinity. L1 *
· Explain why we cannot fully understand the Mystery of Faith as a truth revealed by God. L1 * 
· Explain why prayer is an essential part of life.  L23
· Identify the Mass as the perfect prayer.  L23 *
· Explain the phrases of the Our Father. L23
· Define heaven, hell, and purgatory. L25
· Compare what Catholics believe happen to a human’s body and soul at the time of death compared to Jesus’ body and soul. L25 *
· Discuss what happens at a Christian wake, funeral Mass, and burial. L25
· Define sacramentals. L29
· Give examples of sacramentals found at home, school, and church.  L29
· Explain how the Holy Spirit inspired the human authors of Sacred Scripture. Supplemental material (could be covered in 4th grade) *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Consubstantial
· Incarnate
· Creed
· Communion of Persons
· Purgatory

· Sacramentals
· Mystery of Faith *

Faith in Action:
· Each student will write a prayer in his/her own words.
· The class can compose a class creed reflecting the Image of God.
· Pray a decade of the Rosary. 
· Attend adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 2: CREATION - developing an understanding 
of creation 

The student will be able to: 
· List created elements belonging to both the physical and spiritual world. L2 *
· Describe how humans are part of both the physical and spiritual world. L2
· Describe how humans can be good stewards of God’s physical creation. L2
· Discuss ways humans show dignity by reflecting the truth and goodness of God in each other and ourselves. L3 *
· Define personal soul and the difference between plant, animal, and human souls. L4 *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Steward
· Physical World
· Spiritual World
· Dignity
· Uniqueness
· Immortal



Grade 5 (continued)

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Plan (and carry out) a service project that reflects stewardship of physical creation.
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 3: Christ – developing an understanding 
of who Jesus is and awareness that Jesus 
is our role model in the life of faith 

The student will be able to:
· List examples from Jesus’ life that show divine and human nature. L7 *
· Define Jesus as the second person of the Blessed Trinity. L7 *
· Explain why Jesus became man (Incarnation).  L7 *
· Identify and describe the three offices held by Jesus giving an example from scripture. L8
· 
· Prophetic
· Priestly
· Kingly
· 
· Define parable and miracle and give an example from scripture. L9
Vocabulary:
· 
· Redeem
· Divine
· Parable
· Miracle

Faith in Action: 
· Students will write a letter to or prayer petition for someone who loves and supports them.
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 4: CHURCH - Come to awareness 
of church as the family of God

The student will be able to:
· Identify all people baptized and faithful (both ordained and not ordained) as members of the Catholic Church today.  L10  
· Define Pentecost and the role of the apostles in the early Church.  L10
· List who carries out the governing functions for the universal Catholic Church, the diocese, and the parish. L11
· Define the pope as the successor of St. Peter and the leader of the Catholic Church. L12
· List duties of the pope. L12
· Explain how laity carries out the prophetic, priestly, and kingly offices.  L13
Vocabulary:
· 
· Disciple
· Apostle
· Pentecost
· Conclave
· Successor
· Cardinal

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Apostle’s Creed
· Locate Vatican City on a world map and explain its importance to Catholics
· As a class, write a letter of gratitude to the bishop or parish priest(s)
· Reflective writing exercise:  What would you do if you were the Pope?
Heart Questions:
· 
Grade 5 (continued)

standard 5: GRACE - developing an understanding 
of God’s gift of grace 
The student will be able to:
· List and explain the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. L21 *
· Define and write the eight Beatitudes. L22
Vocabulary:
· Theological Virtues *
· Cardinal/Moral Virtues *
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Over the next several classes, as a class practice daily a cardinal virtue.
Heart Questions:
· How do I practice the cardinal virtues?

Standard 6: SACRAMENTS - come to an understanding 
of the importance of the Sacraments 

The student will be able to:
· Define and list the seven sacraments.  L16 *
· Define and list a symbol, word, and action of the Sacraments of Initiation. L17
· Define and list a symbol, word, and action of the Sacraments of Healing. L19 
· Define and list a symbol, word, and action of the Sacraments of at the Service of Communion.  L20
· Define vocation [as God’s call in a person’s life so that they may grow in holiness]. Supplemental material *
· Explain what happens during the Consecration of bread and wine at Mass. L18
· Name the three proper headings of Mass and organize the Mass parts under the correct headings. L18
· Introductory Rites (Entrance song to Collect)
· Liturgy  of the Word (First Reading to Prayer of the Faithful)
· Liturgy of the Eucharist (Preparation of altar to Dismissal)
· Identify the liturgical colors. L18
· Identify which color is used for each season of the Church year. L18
· Identify the significance of each liturgical color. L18
· Identify the three essential elements of marriage. L20
· Explain the commitment made in Holy Orders and marriage. L20
Vocabulary:
· 
· Sacraments
· Initiation
· Corpus Christi
· 
Transubstantiation
· Mortal Sin
· Venial Sin 
· 
Sanctifying Grace *
· Temptation *
· Vocation

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· List ways the student will prepare himself/herself for receiving Holy Communion. 
· Students are encouraged to examine their conscience before they go to bed.
· Write a letter to an engaged couple within the parish/area faith community.
Heart Questions:
· Students will renew their baptismal promises.
Grade 5 (continued)

Standard 7: COMMANDMENTS - developing an 
understanding of the commandments and 
how they help us live in the image of God 

The student will be able to:
· Describe steps taken in making a moral decision. L4 * 
· Analyze the difference between civil law and the Ten Commandments. L5
· Explain how an individual’s body is a part of the person; and as an Image of God, the person’s body is to be treated with dignity and respect. L6 *
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· 
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 8: Mary and the Saints - Developing an understanding of Mary and the saints 

The student will be able to:
· Explain the term, “Mary, full of grace.” L15 *
· Explain the meaning of Immaculate Conception.  L15
· Explain how Mary leads us to Jesus (read Luke 1:46-55). L15 *
· Research and report on an apparition of Mary.  L15 
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· Our Lady of Guadalupe
· Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal
· Our Lady of Lourdes
· Our Lady of Fatima
· 
· List the mysteries of the Rosary. L24.
· 
· Joyful
· Luminous
· Sorrowful
· Glorious
· 
· Explain who belongs to the Communion of Saints.  L26
· Explain how the Communion of Saints carry on Jesus’ mission of love. L26 *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Assumption
· Annunciation *
· Apparition
· Luminous
· Intercede
· Canonized Saint
· Martyr
· Transfiguration

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Hail Holy Queen
· Make a card for someone who reflects a Saint
· Retell the story of St. Maximilian Kolbe and St. Rita to help us to understand how they teach us to live in the Image of God
Heart Questions:
· 


Grade 5 (continued)


standard 9 – developing an understanding 
of the church year
Teacher will include age-appropriate lessons pertaining to:
h. 
1. Advent
a. Waiting for coming of Jesus
b. Preparing our hearts for Jesus
c. Colors – pink and purple
d. Four Sundays 
e. Traditions
i. Advent wreath, etc. 
2. Christmas
a. Story of Christmas
b. Birth of Jesus
i. God coming into the world
3. 
Lent
a. Ash Wednesday
b. 40 Days
c. Psalm Sunday
4. Holy Week
a. Triduum
5. Easter Season
a. Easter Sunday
b. Pentecost 
6. Ordinary Time
a. Liturgical colors for various feasts and solemnities
b. Special feast days of saints (including your parish and AFC names)




Grade 6
· Required
· As Program Time Allows (First to Include)
· As Program Time Allows (Last to Include) 

STANDARD 1: DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE BIBLE

The student will be able to: 
· Define what Divine Revelation is and the two ways it is transmitted. L1
· Name the two divisions of the bible, and the important event that separates the two. L1
· Summarize the literary forms of the books of the Bible. L1 
· Define the Magisterium of the Church. L1 *
· Explain the importance of St. Jerome and his role in translating the bible. L1
· Name the four Gospel writers. L1
· Define the term “divine inspiration.” L2
· Define the Pentateuch as the name given to the first five books of the bible, name, and define them. (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) L2
· Define wisdom. L18
· Define the purpose of the books of Wisdom in the bible. L18 *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Sacred Scripture
· Sacred Tradition
· Vulgate
· Epistle
· Wisdom
· Prophet

Prayers:
· Apostles Creed
Faith in Action:
· Recite the books of the bible. L1
· Illustrate a proverb. L18
· Write a psalm of praise, thanksgiving, petition, or contrition. L18
· Role-play the conversation between God and Job. (Job 42) L18
Heart Questions:
· How can I grow in wisdom? L18
· How can I put my knowledge into action? L18 

STANDARD 2: DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING OF CREATION OF THE WORLD AND OF MAN AND WOMAN  
[BEGINNING THE STUDY OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS]

The student will be able to: 
· Explain what is personal soul. L2 (Review)
· Define the two main powers of the soul. L2 * (Review)
· Explain how humans use their mind and will to grow in dignity and respect others. L2 *
· Explain “dominion over the earth” given to Adam and Eve by God. L2 *
· Compare and contrast the first and second accounts of creation. L2 *
· Define “faith” as a theological virtue. L2

Grade 6 (continued)
· Required
· As Program Time Allows (First to Include)
· As Program Time Allows (Last to Include) 
Vocabulary:
· Soul
Faith in Action:
· 
Prayers: 
· Act of Faith
Heart Questions:
· How do you show dominion over the earth through stewardship? L2
· How does the study of science lead us to a better knowledge of God our creator? L2

STANDARD 3: DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE EFFECTS OF ORIGINAL SIN AND THE HISTORY OF GOD’S MERCIFUL LOVE WITHIN EARLY SCRIPTURE

The student will be able to: 
· Explain how Adam and Eve hurt themselves when they chose to sin. L3
· Define Original Sin and how we are affected by it. L3 *
· List the effects of baptism. L3
· List the theological virtues (faith, hope, charity/love). L3
· Explain that Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross is recalled and re-presented at every Mass. L3*
· Retell the story of Cain and Abel and its correlation to Original Sin. L3
· Explain how God expressed his merciful love through stories of the Old Testament (Cain and Abel, Noah and the Flood, Tower of Babel, etc.). L3, L4, L5
· Define Merciful Love as love that draws something good out of evil. L3 
· Name the covenant and promises that God made with Noah. L4
· List and define the Cardinal Virtues (prudence, justice, fortitude, temperance). L5
Vocabulary:
· Mortal Sin L8 (Reviewed again in 8th grade)
· Venial Sin L8 (Reviewed again in 8th grade)
· Covenant L4
Faith in Action:
· Retell the story of Noah and the Great Flood. L4
· Retell the story of the Tower of Babel. L5
· Locate on a map where the Tower of Babel was located. L5
Prayers: 
· 
Heart Questions:
· How can you look to God to know what is right and wrong? L3
· If God loves us so much why does he allow us to suffer? L3
· How can you, as a student in grade 6, practice the Cardinal Virtues? L5
· How did Adam, Eve, Cain, (and the people of Babel) not practice the Cardinal Virtues? L5
Grade 6 (continued)
· Required
· As Program Time Allows (First to Include)
· As Program Time Allows (Last to Include) 

STANDARD 4: DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GOD AND THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL THROUGHOUT THE OLD TESTAMENT


The student will be able to: 
· Define what the name, Abraham means. L6
· Explain why Abraham was our “Father in Faith.” L6
· Name the covenant and promises that God made with Abraham. L6
· Name the gifts Noah and Abraham had in order to live out their vocation. L6
· Retell the story of the marriage between Isaac and Rebekah and the story of Esau and Jacob. L7
· List the consequences that incurred because of the sinful behavior of Isaac’s family. L7
· List two examples of reconciliation in the Old Testament. L8*
· List three things that make a sin mortal. L8
· Retell the story of Moses and the exodus from Egypt. L10
· Explain how God showed his merciful love to the Israelites and through the story of Joseph. L9,  L10
· Compare and contrast the feast of Passover with the Mass using the term Paschal Mystery. L10 *
· Retell how Moses received the Ten Commandments and the covenant made at Mount Sinai. (Exodus) L11
· List the consequences of the Israelites and their rebellion against God’s laws. L11
· Compare manna and the Eucharist. L11
· Explain the significance of the Exodus story. (Exodus—God renewed his covenant with the Israelites.) L11
· Explain how Kings Saul, David, and Solomon help us to understand why the people of Jesus’ time were waiting for the “anointed one.” L16
· Find events in the book of Exodus that prefigure events in the life of Jesus and His Church. L11
· Define Joshua as the successor of Moses. L13
· Explain God’s saving promise to the Israelites in Joshua 1. L13
· Read Joshua 6, the Battle of Jericho, and discuss the importance of the victory for the Israelites. L13
· Define who the Judges were of the ancient Israelites. L14
· Define when the book of Judges begins and ends. L14
· List ways God showed the Israelites His merciful love during the time of the Judges after they had worshiped false Gods. (Judges 2) L14
· Name the first three Kings of Israel. (Saul, David, Solomon) L16
· Define Samuel as a prophet explaining his importance in the history of Israel.  (1 Samuel 3) L16
· Retell the story of Saul becoming the first king of Israel. (1 Samuel 9-10) L16
· List the accomplishments and downfalls of Saul during his reign as king. (1 Samuel 12-15) L16
· Retell the story of David’s anointing. (1 Samuel 16) L16
· List the accomplishments and downfalls of David. (2 Samuel 11-12) L16
· List the accomplishments and downfalls of Solomon. (1 Kings 9-11) L16

Grade 6 (continued)
· Required
· As Program Time Allows (First to Include)
· As Program Time Allows (Last to Include) 
Vocabulary:
· 
· Spiritual Works of Mercy
· Corporal Works of Mercy
· Vocation
· Paschal Mystery
· Ark of the Covenant
· Tabernacle
· Covenant
· Manna
Prayer:
· Prayer to St. Michael
Faith in Action: 
· On a map, find the city of Ur that Abraham was born in. L6
· How did Abraham practice the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy? L6
· Attend reconciliation. L8
· Invite a priest to explain the seal of confession. L8
· On a map, follow the journey of Joseph and family to the land of Egypt. L9
· Compare how Joseph is a type of Christ. L9
· Illustrate one of the ten plagues. L10
· Locate the Red Sea on a map. L10
· If possible, participate in a Passover Meal and notice how it is similar to the Eucharist. L10
· On a map, locate Mount Sinai. L11
· Name the twelve tribes of Israel. L12
· What does the Catholic Church teach us about war? L13
· Find the major and minor Judges. L14
· Illustrate the story of David and Goliath. (1 Samuel 17) L16
Heart Questions:
· Reflect upon your gifts and ask yourself what is God calling you to do? (Vocation) L6 *
· Personally reflect on what happens when you sin and then when you turn back to God. L8
· Reflect on “slavery to sin” and freedom in following God’s ways. L11
· What message does God give us in the story of David and Goliath? L16

STANDARD 5: DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE PROPHETS AS PEOPLE OF GOD’S MERCIFUL LOVE


The student will be able to: 
· Define the role of a prophet. L16, L17
· Define schism. L17
· List some of the contributions from the Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel. L17
Vocabulary:
· Schism
Prayer:
· Pray for unity among all believers. 


Grade 6 (continued)
· Required
· As Program Time Allows (First to Include)
· As Program Time Allows (Last to Include) 
Faith in Action:
· Discuss Judas Maccabeus and the connection to the celebration of Hanukah. L17
· Research various prophets and research the message they gave people. L17
· Mary, Queen of the Prophets; she acted as a prophet at Lourdes, Fatima, and Guadalupe. Research and report the appearances of Mary. L17
Heart Questions:
· How can I be a prophet today? L17

STANDARD 6: DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING 
OF FAITHFUL WOMEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

The student will be able to: 
· Give examples of the roles women have played in the history of salvation as shared in the Old Testament. L 15
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayer:
· Magnificat
Faith in Action:
· Students will write a report on how one of following women was a woman of faith. (Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, Miriam, Deborah, Ruth, Hannah, Judith, Esther, Susanna, and Mother Mary) L15
Heart Questions:
· How is the role of women in our society different from the role of the women in the Old Testament? L15
· Is a job or career different from a vocation? L15
· How can women act as images of God in the modern world? L15

STANDARD 7: DEVELOPING A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS AND HOW THEY HELP US LIVE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

The student will be able to:   
· Explain the Ten Commandments as “Laws of Love” in learning to act as Christ. * L11
· Define the key point of each Commandment. L11
· Relate the Ten Commandments to their own life behaviors. L11
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers:
· 
Grade 6 (continued)
· Required
· As Program Time Allows (First to Include)
· As Program Time Allows (Last to Include) 
Faith in Action: 
· Write the Ten Commandments by listing them in the correct order. L11
Heart Questions:
· 

STANDARD 8: DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE CHURCH YEAR

The student will be able to: 
· List the six liturgical seasons and the significance of the colors associated with each season of the church year. L19
· Define Advent as the first Sunday of the Church year and a time of waiting and preparation for the coming of Christ at Christmas. L19
· Define and explain the three days that make up the Easter Triduum. L19
· Define the main theme of Ordinary Time. L19
· List the Holy Days of Obligation and what each is celebrating. L19
· Give an overview explanation of the events of the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful, and Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary. L 19
· Explain what the season of Lent celebrates and when it begins and ends. L19
· Name when the Easter season begins and ends. L19
Vocabulary:
· Triduum
· RCIA
· Catechumen
· Pentecost
Prayer:
· Memorare 
· Hail Holy Queen
Faith in Action: 
· Pray a litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary. L11
· Pray the Rosary with your family. L19
· Write in correct order the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful, and Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary. L19
Heart Questions:
· 



Grade 7

Standard 1: God - developing an understanding 
of God and God’s role in our lives
The student will be able to:
· Define God as the supremely transcendent and perfect Being, who created us and keeps us in existence. L1, L2
· Verbalize how we know God from our experiences and from His revelation. L1
· Explain how God’s revelation comes through the Church and the Bible. L1
· Give examples of attributes of God. L3
· Name and explain that there are three Persons in one God. L5
· Describe person and nature as they apply to us and God. L6
· Describe how God loves us with the Blessed Trinity and forms a personal loving communion with us. L7
· Define how God acts towards us – with power, wisdom, and love. L7
· Understand that God shows his merciful love by drawing good out of evil. L32
· Summarize how redemption is God’s greatest act of God’s merciful love. L33
· Define death as the separation of the soul and the body. L83
· Define Heaven as the place of eternal happiness with God, where we will see him face-to-face, a place of everlasting love. L83, L86
· Define Hell as the place of eternal separation from the heavenly vision of God, a place where there is no love. L83, L86
· Define Purgatory as a temporary separation from the heavenly vision of God, where a person’s love is purified and made strong enough for Heaven. L83, L86
· Explain the difference between particular judgment and general judgment. L84
· Define atheist and agnostic. L85 
Vocabulary:
· God
· Omnipotent
· Transcendent
· Particular Judgment, General Judgment, Purgatory, Beatific Vision, Communion of Saints
· Redemption   L31
· Incarnation     L31 
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Read one of the passages below and discuss with a friend or family member how God is described:
· 
· Deuteronomy 7:9			
· 1 Corinthians 1:9			
· 1 John 4:8				
· Psalm 46:1 
· Psalm 139 
· Revelation 1:8

Heart Questions:
· List ways that people can change.
· Give an example of people changing for the better/worse.
· 

Grade 7 (continued)

Standard 2: Creation – developing 
an understanding of creation 
The student will be able to: 
· Discuss that God created everything; write examples of how humanity shares His wisdom, power, and love. L8
· Identify the order that God placed in His creation. L10
· Compare/Contrast the physical world with the Spiritual world. L11
· Describe how humans are part of both the physical and spiritual world.  L11
· Recall and state the difference between humans & angels and humans & animals. L11
· Describe a human person as someone with a mind, a will, and a body. L13, L14, L15 
· Review the characteristics of God’s love: permanence, faithfulness, and openness to life in relationship to marriage/family life (Unit 5: L17, L18, L19, L20 and Unit 19: L80, L81, L82) and the workplace (Unit 6: L21, L22, L23, L24, L25).
· Identify some violations of love in relation to human dignity: lust, pornography, abortion, and the exercise of sexuality outside of marriage. L82
Vocabulary:
· 
· Immortal Soul
· Personal Soul
· Physical World
· Spiritual World
· Adultery

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Pray together Psalms 8 and 19.  
· Create a project that depicts the order of creation.
· Read St. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 5: 1-2; reflect upon how to act according to our dignity in times of suffering. 
· Reflect upon how you as a member of a family contribute to making the family a more loving personal communion—assist during times of busyness, meeting one another’s needs, praying together, respecting each other’s need for privacy, etc. 
· Interview a married couple centering the questions on the three characteristics of permanence, faithfulness, and openness to life. 
Heart Questions:
· How can you personally reflect God’s power, wisdom, and love in your life?   Essay, L12
· How can you be a responsible steward of God’s creation? 
· How does materialism threaten the good of the family and the workplace? L25

Standard 3: Christ – developing an understanding 
of who jesus is and an awareness that 
jesus is our role model in the life of faith
The student will be able to: 
· Identify the New Testament as the life and teachings of Jesus Christ in the early Church. L53, L54
· Understand that Jesus became man to save us. L55 
· Define Jesus as Priest, Prophet, and King.  Unit 14: L58, L59, L60, L61, L62;  Unit 15: L63, L64, L65, L66, L67; Unit 16: L68, L69, L70, L71

Grade 7 (continued)

· Explain how through baptism we are each called to be authentic prophets, priests, and kings—to have a worldly share in Christ’s Offices.  Unit 10: L39, L40, L41, L42; Unit 11: L43, L44, L45, L46, L47
Vocabulary:
· Hypostatic union. Unit 8: L31, L32, L33, L34
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Learn more about Jesus’ life as a young boy and young man. YOUCAT 86, L56
· Invite a priest into the classroom to explain the various liturgical articles used in liturgical celebrations of the Church. Unit 23: L97, L98, L99, L100
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 4: Church – come to awareness of church 
as the family of God
The student will be able to:
· Explain how the Church carries out the priestly, the prophetic, and the kingly works of Jesus. Unit 17:  L72, L73, L74, L75
· Identify and define the marks of the Church:  one, holy, catholic, apostolic. * 
· Define vocation as a call to holiness from God to act as an image of Him. Unit 18: L76, L77, L78, L79
· Experience and recognize that prayer helps us identify deep desires that originate from God. Unit 18: L76, L77, L78, L79
· Explain how one’s vocation is meant to draw each person closer to God as:
A. Our vocation is our call to holiness. 
B. Our vocation allows us to participate in the three communions of persons. Unit 18: L76, L77, L78, L79
· Read YOUCAT 265, 259, 145. L76
Vocabulary:
· 
· Laity; Laypeople
· Sacrament
· Virtues
· Gifts of the Holy Spirit
· Ordained
· Religious 
· Discern 

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Read Scripture – Acts 2: 1-12; explain how the coming of the Holy Spirit helped the early apostles and help us carry out the work of Jesus. L72
· Know the three categories of Virtues and at least one virtue from each category.
· Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 
· Apostle’s Creed.
· Read the Nicene Creed.
· Pray for Vocations.  L77
· Discuss with your parents how they decided on their vocation or career.
· Interview a priest, deacon, or sister and discuss how they decided on their vocation. L76*
Heart Questions:
· How does the Holy Spirit help you carry out the work of the Church? L74
· Imagine you are St. Paul and write a short letter to Catholics in your area. L72
· What are three ways that students in junior high can act as prophets and be witnesses to Jesus and His gospel? L73 
· Write a prayer to God asking Him to help you discern your vocation in life.

Grade 7 (continued)

Standard 5: Grace – developing an understanding of God’s gift of grace And The Moral Life
The student will be able to: 
· Recall the consequences of the sin of Adam and Eve. L26, L30, L31 *
· Review that when we sin, we hurt our relationship with God and others. L27, 28, 29 *
· Define grace and what it means to be without grace. L27, L28
· Describe how we receive sanctifying grace through the Sacraments. L27
· Recognize charitable acts are expressions of the priestly work of the Church. Supplemental material *
· Define the three categories of virtues. Supplemental material *
· Define modesty and chastity and explain how it relates to them in relation to imitating Christ. Supplemental material *
· List the Beatitudes. Supplemental material *
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Find news articles that report good actions of people. Make a collage of the articles. L28
Heart Questions:
· Discuss ways in which students hurt their relationship with others and God and tell ways in which we can avoid these situations – or atone for our sins and restore the relationship. 
	Cardinal
	Theological
	Capitol/Moral

	Prudence
	Faith
	Chastity

	Justice
	Hope
	Generosity

	Fortitude
	Charity
	Temperance

	Temperance
	
	Brotherly Love

	
	
	Meekness

	
	
	Humility

	
	
	Diligence




Standard 6: Sacraments – come to an understanding 
of the importance of the Sacraments 
The student will be able to: 
· Describe how the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick gives us the grace to die a good death. Supplemental material *
Vocabulary:
· Free will
· Reconciliation
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Make an Examination of Conscience
Heart Questions: 
· 


Grade 7 (continued)

Standard 7: Commandments – developing an understanding of the commandments 
and how they help us live in the image of God 
The student will be able to: 
· Give examples of when your conscience helped you make moral judgements by applying the Commandments and the teachings of Christ and the Church to specific acts. L87
· Understand we have freedom to make choices. L87
· Review the Ten Commandments. L88
· Understand that Jesus followed the Ten Commandments and, as images of God, we should follow the Ten Commandments. L88 
· Explain how our relationship with God should be the most important relationship in our lives. Unit 21: L87, L88, L89, L90, L91 
· Explain how our relationship with others is emphasized in the last seven of the Ten Commandments. Unit 22: L92, L93, L94, L95, L96
· Explain how the Holy Spirit teaches us to pray. Supplemental material *
Vocabulary:
· Conscience 		
· Examination of Conscience
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· 
Heart Questions:
· Investigate how you received your name:
· How did your parents decide to name you?
· Why did they choose your first name and your middle name?
· Were you named after anyone in particular?

Standard 8: Mary and the saints – 
developing an understanding of the significance 
of the saints in our lives
The student will be able to: 
· Review the events in Mary’s life:  Immaculate Conception, Annunciation, and Visitation.  L48*
· Explain how Mary is the New Eve. Supplemental material *
· Give examples, through the events in Mary’s life, how Mary is the perfect disciple of Jesus Christ. L50*, YOUCAT85
· Experience leading the Rosary. L51
· Identify examples of Mary acting as and sharing in the Offices of Priest, Prophet, and King. L52
Vocabulary:
· Immaculate Conception - Unit 12
· Canticle - Unit 12
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Pray the Rosary as a class.
· Make a rope Rosary.
Grade 7 (continued)

· One day, pray the Rosary with your family.
· If possible, go to Mass early to pray the Rosary beforehand.
· Study and/or meditate on the Mysteries of the Rosary. 
· Pray the Memorare.
Heart Questions:
· Choose one set of mysteries. Write a one-page paper describing the special events from Mary’s point of view. What she might be thinking, feeling, etc?  L51
· Choose one of the appearances of Mary and explain what happened, to whom, what the message was, etc.  L52

standard 9 – developing an understanding 
of the church year
Teacher will include age-appropriate lessons pertaining to:
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1. Advent
a. Waiting for coming of Jesus
b. Preparing our hearts for Jesus
c. Colors – pink and purple
d. Four Sundays 
e. Traditions
i. Advent wreath, etc. 
2. Christmas
a. Story of Christmas
b. Birth of Jesus
i. God coming into the world
3. 
Lent
a. Ash Wednesday
b. 40 Days
c. Psalm Sunday
4. Holy Week
a. Triduum
5. Easter Season
a. Easter Sunday
b. Pentecost 
6. Ordinary Time
a. Liturgical colors for various feasts and solemnities
b. Special feast days of saints (including your parish and AFC names)




Grade 8

STANDARD 1: GOD - DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING OF GOD 
AND GOD’S ROLE IN OUR LIVES
The student will be able to: 
· Explain how God is a loving community of persons and how the Holy Spirit is the love between the Father and the Son. 8b, L16, and supplemental material *
· Explain the Role of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, at Confirmation. 8b, L3; 8a, L11*
· Explain the idea of a spiritual pilgrimage and how it developed in the Middle Ages. 8b, L22
Vocabulary:
· 
· Doctrine 
· Holy Trinity
· Pilgrimage
· Purgatory
· Indulgence
· Intercessory Prayer

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· An Act of Faith
· Each student will be able to share how God loves us quoting from Scripture
· Each student will demonstrate how God loves us by a charitable work of mercy
Heart Questions:
· 

STANDARD 2: CREATION - DEVELOPING AN 
UNDERSTANDING OF CREATION 
The student will be able to: 
· Explain how God created man and woman in his own image, giving them dignity, and to know and to express the truth. 8a, L29 *
Vocabulary:
· Heaven
· Hell
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Grace before Meals
· Grace after Meals
· Prayer to the Holy Spirit
· As a class or as a family, volunteer to clean a neighborhood or a highway to show how we care about God’s creation
Heart Questions:
· 


Grade 8 (continued)



STANDARD 3: CHRIST – DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING 
OF WHO JESUS IS AND AWARENESS THAT JESUS 
IS OUR ROLE MODEL IN THE LIFE OF FAITH 
The student will be able to:
· Explain Jesus’s Promise of the Holy Spirit to his disciples and his Commission to the apostles. 8b, L2, L3  
· List the ways that Jesus is present to us. 8a, L1, L2, and L3 and supplemental materials *
Vocabulary:
· Holiness
· Salvation
· Parable
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Morning Offering.
· Share with another person about the Paschal Mystery: Jesus’ death, resurrection, and mission.
· Give examples of how Christ is a prophet, a priest, and a king. 8a, L8
Heart Questions:
· 

STANDARD 4: CHURCH - COME TO AWARENESS OF CHURCH 
AS THE FAMILY OF GOD
The student will be able to:
· List the three things the Apostles (and now bishops) carry on the mission of Jesus Christ. 8a, L27; 8b, L2 *
· Explain the effects of the Coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost and its impact on the birth and growth of our Church. 8b, L3 
· Define the word catholic. 8b, L6
· List the duties of the deacon. 8b, L6
· Define the word martyr. 8b, L7
· Summarize St. Peter’s first proclamation in the Acts of the Apostles. (Acts 2:14-36) 8b, L3
· Retell the story of St. Paul’s conversion and missionary activity. 8b, L3
· Explain how and why the early Church was persecuted. 8b, L11
· Identify the traditional teaching that the Council of Nicaea reaffirmed. 8b, L12
· Name three beneficial results of the Crusades. 8b, L24
· Name the effects of the Protestant Reformation on the Catholic Church. 8b, L28
· Explain outcomes from the Council of Trent. 8b, L30
· Name new problems for the Church that were brought about during the Age of Enlightenment. 8b, L32
· List three topics discussed at the Second Vatican Council. 8b, L33
Vocabulary:
· 
· Conversion
· Ecumenical Council
· Vatican
· Martyr
· Ecumenism



Grade 8 (continued)

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Litany of Saints
· Nicene Creed
· Research and report on one of the periods of Church history 
· Research and report one of the martyrs
· Research and report how Pope St. Gregory VII and St. Francis of Assisi reformed the Church - 8b, L 23
· Make a pilgrimage to your diocesan cathedral or a local shrine
· Review key passages in the Joy of the Gospel written by Pope Francis  (supplemental material)
Heart Questions:
· What is the history of your parish church and of your diocese?

STANDARD 5: GRACE - DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING 
OF GOD’S GIFT OF GRACE 
The student will be able to:
· Explain the effects of grace at Baptism. 8a, L9
· Describe the difference between Sanctifying Grace and Actual Grace. 8a, L38 *
· List the expressions of prayers (vocal, meditation, contemplative) which help us to grow in grace. (supplemental material)*
Vocabulary:
· 
· Grace
· Sanctifying Grace
· Active Grace
· Holiness

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· An Act of Hope
· Experience lectio divina during class
· Experience liturgy of the hours as a class
Heart Questions:
· 

STANDARD 6: SACRAMENTS - COME TO AN UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SACRAMENTS 
The student will be able to:
· Define sacrament. 8a, L2
· Name the physical sign for each sacrament. 8a, L2; L7; L11; L14; L19; L23; L26; L31
· List the Sacraments for which a person must be in a state of grace to receive. 8a, L3
· List the Sacraments for which a person does not need to be in a state of grace to receive. 8a, L3
· Define and list a symbol, word, and action of the Sacraments of Initiation. 8a, L7
· Explain how we share in the roles of Christ as priest, prophet, and king when we are baptized. 8a, L8
· Name the effects of the Sacrament of Confirmation. 8a. L10 *
· Describe the origins of the Mass (the Passover and the Last Supper). 8a, L13
· List three reasons why Jesus gave us the Holy Eucharist. 8a, L15, L16, L17 * 
· List the service given by the deacon, the priest, and the bishop. 8a, L27
· Explain the importance of discernment and God calling each of us to be either ordained, married, consecrated religious, or single. 8a, L28; 8a, L30; 8a, L31 and supplemental material*

Grade 8 (continued)
Vocabulary:
· 
· Grace
· Sacrament
· Catechumen
· Initiation
· Transubstantiation
· Tabernacle
· Absolution
· Discern

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Nicene Creed
· Act of Faith
· List some ways that the Sacraments help us in life 
· Participate in the Easter Vigil
· Experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Heart Questions:
· In today’s society, what does Jesus ask us to give to follow him?

STANDARD 7: COMMANDMENTS - DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE COMMANDMENTS AND 
HOW THEY HELP US LIVE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
The student will be able to:
· Compare the difference between temptation and sin. 8a, L21 *
· Name the three conditions for a person to commit a mortal sin. 8a, L20
· Define venial sin. 8a, L20
· Name the theological virtues and the moral virtues. 8a, L43*
Vocabulary:
· 
· Mortal Sin
· Venial Sin
· Temptation
· Conscience *
· Conversion

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Act of Contrition
· St. Michael Prayer
Heart Questions:
· 


Grade 8 (continued)

STANDARD 8: MARY AND THE SAINTS – DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THE SAINTS IN OUR LIVES
The student will be able to:
· Describe Heaven, Hell, and Purgatory; and what happens after we die. 8a, L39 and supplemental material *
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Explain why it is important to ask Mary to intercede for us. 8a, L39 *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Immaculate Conception
· Assumption *
· Communion of Saints


Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Angelus
· The Rosary
· Explain how praying to Mary has helped you
· Name a patron saint and explain why you ask for his or her prayers
· Pray a litany of saints as a class
Heart Questions:
· The Rosary

standard 9 – developing an understanding 
of the church year
Teacher will include age-appropriate lessons pertaining to:
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1. Advent
a. Waiting for coming of Jesus
b. Preparing our hearts for Jesus
c. Colors – pink and purple
d. Four Sundays 
e. Traditions
i. Advent wreath, etc. 
2. Christmas
a. Story of Christmas
b. Birth of Jesus
i. God coming into the world
3. 
Lent
a. Ash Wednesday
b. 40 Days
c. Psalm Sunday
4. Holy Week
a. Triduum
5. Easter Season
a. Easter Sunday
b. Pentecost 
6. Ordinary Time
a. Liturgical colors for various feasts and solemnities
b. Special feast days of saints (including your parish and AFC names)


