Standard 1: God - developing an understanding of God and God’s role in our lives

Grade 7 – Standard 1
The student will:
1. Define God as the supremely transcendent and perfect Being, who created us and keeps us in existence. L1, L2
1. Verbalize how we know God from our experiences and from His revelation. L1
1. Explain how God’s revelation comes through the Church and the Bible. L1
1. Give examples of attributes of God. L3
1. Name and explain that there are three Persons in one God. L5
1. Describe person and nature as they apply to us and God. L6
1. Describe how God loves us with the Blessed Trinity and forms a personal loving communion with us. L7
1. Define how God acts towards us – with power, wisdom, and love. L7
1. Understand that God shows his merciful love by drawing good out of evil. L32
1. Summarize how redemption is God’s greatest act of God’s merciful love. L33
1. Define death as the separation of the soul and the body. L83
1. Define Heaven as the place of eternal happiness with God, where we will see him face-to-face, a place of everlasting love. L83, L86
1. Define Hell as the place of eternal separation from the heavenly vision of God, a place where there is no love. L83, L86
1. Define Purgatory as a temporary separation from the heavenly vision of God, where a person’s love is purified and made strong enough for Heaven. L83, L86
1. Explain the difference between particular judgment and general judgment. L84
1. Define atheist and agnostic. L85 
Vocabulary
· God
· Omnipotent
· Transcendent
· Particular Judgment, General Judgment, Purgatory, Beatific Vision, Communion of Saints
· Redemption   L31
· Incarnation     L31 
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Read one of the passages below and discuss with a friend or family member how God is described:
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· Deuteronomy 7:9			
· 1 Corinthians 1:9			
· 1 John 4:8				
· Psalm 46:1 
· Psalm 139 
· Revelation 1:8

Heart Questions:
1. List ways that people can change.
1. Give an example of people changing for the better/worse.



Grade 8 – Standard 1
The student will be able to: 
· Explain how God is a loving community of persons and how the Holy Spirit is the love between the Father and the Son. 8b, L16, and supplemental material *
· Explain the Role of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, at Confirmation. 8b, L3; 8a, L11*
· Explain the idea of a spiritual pilgrimage and how it developed in the Middle Ages. 8b, L22
Vocabulary:
· 
· Doctrine 
· Holy Trinity
· Pilgrimage
· Purgatory
· Indulgence
· Intercessory Prayer

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· An Act of Faith
· Each student will be able to share how God loves us quoting from Scripture.
· Each student will demonstrate how God loves us by a charitable work of mercy.
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 2: Creation – developing 
an understanding of creation 


Grade 7 – Standard 2
The student will be able to: 
1. Discuss that God created everything; write examples of how humanity shares His wisdom, power, and love. L8
1. Identify the order that God placed in His creation. L10
1. Compare/Contrast the physical world with the Spiritual world. L11
1. Describe how humans are part of both the physical and spiritual world. L11
1. Recall and state the difference between humans & angels and humans & animals. L11
1. Describe a human person as someone with a mind, a will, and a body. L13, L14, L15 
1. Review the characteristics of God’s love: permanence, faithfulness, and openness to life in relationship to marriage/family life (Units 5: L17, L18, L19, L20 and Unit 19: L80, L81, L82) and the workplace (Unit 6: L21, L22, L23, L24, L25). 
1. Identify some violations of love in relation to human dignity: lust, pornography, abortion, and the exercise of sexuality outside of marriage. L82
Vocabulary:
· 
· Immortal Soul
· Personal Soul
· Physical World
· Spiritual World
· Adultery

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Pray together Psalms 8 and 19.  
· Create a project that depicts the order of creation.
· Read St. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 5: 1-2; reflect upon how to act according to our dignity in times of suffering. 
· Reflect upon how you as a member of a family contribute to making the family a more loving personal communion—assist during times of busyness, meeting one another’s needs, praying together, respecting each other’s need for privacy, etc. 
· Interview a married couple centering the questions on the three characteristics of permanence, faithfulness, and openness to life. 
Heart Questions:
· How can you personally reflect God’s power, wisdom, and love in your life?   Essay, L12
· How can you be a responsible steward of God’s creation? 
· How does materialism threaten the good of the family and the workplace? L25

Grade 8 – Standard 2
The student will be able to: 
· Explain how God created man and woman in his own image, giving them dignity, and to know and to express the truth. 8a, L29 *
Vocabulary:
· 
· Heaven
· Hell

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Grace before Meals
· Grace after Meals
· Prayer to the Holy Spirit
· As a class or as a family, volunteer to clean a neighborhood or a highway to show how we care about God’s creation.
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 3: Christ – developing an understanding 
of who Jesus is and awareness that 
Jesus is our role model in the life of faith 



Grade 7 – Standard 3
The student will be able to: 
1. Identify the New Testament as the life and teachings of Jesus Christ in the early Church. L53, L54
1. Understand that Jesus became man to save us. L55 
1. Define Jesus as Priest, Prophet, and King.  Unit 14: L58, L59, L60, L61, L62; Unit 15: L63, L64, L65, L66, L67, Unit 16: L68, L69, L70, L71
1. Explain how through baptism we are each called to be authentic prophets, priests, and kings—to have a worldly share in Christ’s Offices.  Unit 10: L39, L40, L41, L42; Unit 11: L43, L44, L45, L46, L47
Vocabulary:
· Hypostatic union - Unit 8:  L31, L32, L33, L34
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
1. Learn more about Jesus’ life as a young boy and young man. YOUCAT 86, L56
1. Invite a priest into the classroom to explain the various liturgical articles used in liturgical celebrations of the Church. Unit 23: L97, L98, L99, L100
Heart Questions:
· 
Grade 8 – Standard 3
The student will be able to:
· Explain Jesus’s Promise of the Holy Spirit to his disciples and his Commission to the apostles. 8b, L2, L3  
· List the ways that Jesus is present to us. 8a, L1, L2, and L3 and supplemental materials *
Vocabulary:
· Holiness
· Salvation
· Parable
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Morning Offering
· Share with another person about the Paschal Mystery: Jesus’ death, resurrection, and mission.
· Give examples of how Christ is a prophet, a priest, and a king. 8a, L8
Heart Questions:
· 

Standard 4: Church – come to awareness 
of church as the family of God

Grade 7 – Standard 4
The student will be able to:
· Explain how the Church carries out the priestly, the prophetic, and the kingly works of Jesus. Unit 17: L72, L73, L74, L75
· Identify and define the marks of the Church:  one, holy, catholic, apostolic. Supplemental material * 
· Define vocation as a call to holiness from God to act as an image of Him.  Unit 18: L76, L77, L78, L79
· Experience and recognize that prayer helps us identify deep desires that originate from God.  Unit 18: L76, L77, L78, L79
· Explain how one’s vocation is meant to draw each person closer to God as:
· Our vocation is our call to holiness. 
· Our vocation allows us to participate in the three communions of persons. Unit 18: L76, L77, L78, L79
· Read YOUCAT 265, 259, 145. L76
Vocabulary:

· Laity; Laypeople
· Sacrament
· Virtues
· Gifts of the Holy Spirit
· Ordained
· Religious 
· Discern 

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Apostle’s Creed
· Prayer to the Holy Spirit
· Read the Nicene Creed
· Pray for Vocations.  L77
· Read Scripture – Acts 2: 1-12; explain how the coming of the Holy Spirit helped the early apostles and help us carry out the work of Jesus. L72
· Know the three categories of Virtues and at least one virtue from each category.
· Discuss with your parents how they decided on their vocation or career.
· Interview a priest, deacon, or sister and discuss how they decided on their vocation. L76*
Heart Questions:
· How does the Holy Spirit help you carry out the work of the Church? L74
· Imagine you are St. Paul and write a short letter to Catholics in your area. L72
· What are three ways that students in junior high can act as prophets and be witnesses to Jesus and His gospel? L73 
· Write a prayer to God asking Him to help you discern your vocation in life.

Grade 8 – Standard 4

The student will be able to:
· List the three things the Apostles (and now bishops) carry on the mission of Jesus Christ. 8a, L27; 8b, L2 *
· Explain the effects of the Coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost and its impact on the birth and growth of our Church. 8b, L3 
· Define the word catholic. 8b, L6
· List the duties of the deacon. 8b, L6
· Define the word martyr. 8b, L7
· Summarize St. Peter’s first proclamation in the Acts of the Apostles. (Acts 2:14-36) 8b, L3
· Retell the story of St. Paul’s conversion and missionary activity. 8b, L3
· Explain how and why the early Church was persecuted. 8b, L11
· Identify the traditional teaching that the Council of Nicaea reaffirmed. 8b, L12
· Name three beneficial results of the Crusades. 8b, L24
· Name the effects of the Protestant Reformation on the Catholic Church. 8b, L28
· Explain outcomes from the Council of Trent. 8b, L30
· Name new problems for the Church that were brought about during the Age of Enlightenment. 8b, L32
· List three topics discussed at the Second Vatican Council. 8b, L33
Vocabulary:
· 
· Conversion
· Ecumenical Council
· Vatican
· Martyr
· Ecumenism

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Litany of Saints
· Nicene Creed
· Research and report on one of the periods of Church history
· Research and report one of the martyrs
· Research and report how Pope St. Gregory VII and St. Francis of Assisi reformed the Church - 8b, L 23
· Make a pilgrimage to your diocesan cathedral or a local shrine
· Review key passages in the Joy of the Gospel written by Pope Francis  (supplemental material)
Heart Questions:
· What is the history of your parish church and of your diocese?


standard 5: GrACE - developing an 
understanding of God’s gift of grace 


Grade 7 – Standard 5
The student will be able to: 
· Recall the consequences of the sin of Adam and Eve. L26, L30, L31 *
· Review that when we sin, we hurt our relationship with God and others. L27, 28, 29 *
· Define grace and what it means to be without grace. L27, L28
· Describe how we receive sanctifying grace through the Sacraments. L27
· Recognize charitable acts are expressions of the priestly work of the Church. 
Supplemental material *
· Define the three categories of virtues. Supplemental material*
· Define modesty and chastity and explain how it relates to them in relation to imitating Christ. Supplemental material * 
· List the Beatitudes. Supplemental material *
Vocabulary:
· 
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Find news articles that report good actions of people. Make a collage of the articles. L28
Heart Questions:
· Discuss ways in which students hurt their relationship with others and God and tell ways in which we can avoid these situations – or atone for our sins and restore the relationship. 
	Cardinal
	Theological
	Capitol/Moral

	Prudence
	Faith
	Chastity

	Justice
	Hope
	Generosity

	Fortitude
	Charity
	Temperance

	Temperance
	
	Brotherly Love

	
	
	Meekness

	
	
	Humility

	
	
	Diligence



Grade 8 – Standard 5
The student will be able to:
· Explain the effects of grace at Baptism. 8a, L9
· Describe the difference between Sanctifying Grace and Actual Grace. 8a, L38 *
· List the expressions of prayers (vocal, meditation, contemplative) which help us to grow in grace. (supplemental material)*
Vocabulary:
· 
· Grace
· Sanctifying Grace
· Active Grace
· Holiness

Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· An Act of Hope
· Experience lectio divina during class
· Experience liturgy of the hours as a class
Heart Questions:
· 


Standard 6: Sacraments – come to an under-standing of the importance of the Sacraments 

Grade 7 – Standard 6
The student will be able to: 
· Describe how the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick gives us the grace to die a good death. Supplemental material*
Vocabulary:
· Free will
· Reconciliation
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Make an Examination of Conscience
Heart Questions: 
· 

Grade 8 – Standard 6
The student will be able to:
· Define sacrament. 8a, L2
· Name the physical sign for each sacrament. 8a, L2; L7; L11; L14; L19; L23; L26; L31
· List the Sacraments for which a person must be in a state of grace to receive. 8a, L3
· List the Sacraments for which a person does not need to be in a state of grace to receive. 8a, L3
· Define and list a symbol, word, and action of the Sacraments of Initiation. 8a, L7
· Explain how we share in the roles of Christ as priest, prophet, and king when we are baptized. 8a, L8
· Name the effects of the Sacrament of Confirmation. 8a. L10 *
· Describe the origins of the Mass (the Passover and the Last Supper). 8a, L13
· List three reasons why Jesus gave us the Holy Eucharist. 8a, L15, L16, L17 * 
· List the service given by the deacon, the priest, and the bishop. 8a, L27
· Explain the importance of discernment and God calling each of us to be either ordained, married, consecrsated religious, or single. 8a, L28; 8a, L30; 8a, L31 and supplemental material*
Vocabulary:
· 
· Grace
· Sacrament
· Catechumen
· Initiation
· Transubstantiation
· Tabernacle
· Absolution
· Discern
Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Nicene Creed
· Act of Faith
· List some ways that the Sacraments help us in life
· Participate in the Easter Vigil
· Experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Heart Questions:
· In today’s society, what does Jesus ask us to give to follow him?

Standard 7: COMMANDMENTS - developing an understanding of the commandments 
and how they help us live in the image of God 

Grade 7 – Standard 7
The student will be able to: 
1. Give examples of when your conscience helped you make moral judgements by applying the Commandments and the teachings of Christ and the Church to specific acts. L87
1. Understand we have freedom to make choices. L87
1. Review the Ten Commandments. L88
1. Understand that Jesus followed the Ten Commandments and, as images of God, we should follow the Ten Commandments. L88 
1. Explain how our relationship with God should be the most important relationship in our lives. Unit 21: L87, L88, L89, L90, L91 
1. Explain how our relationship with others is emphasized in the last seven of the Ten Commandments. Unit 22:  L92, L93, L94, L95, L96
1. Explain how the Holy Spirit teaches us to pray. Supplemental material * 
Vocabulary:
0. Conscience 		
0. Examination of Conscience
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· 
Heart Questions:
· Investigate how you received your name:
0. How did your parents decide to name you?
0. Why did they choose your first name and your middle name?
0. Were you named after anyone in particular?

Grade 8 – Standard 7

The student will be able to:
· Compare the difference between temptation and sin. 8a, L21 *
· Name the three conditions for a person to commit a mortal sin. 8a, L20
· Define venial sin. 8a, L20
· Name the theological virtues and the moral virtues. 8a, L43*
Vocabulary:
· 
· Mortal Sin
· Venial Sin
· Temptation
· Conscience *
· Conversion

Prayers / Faith in Action:
· Act of Contrition
· St. Michael Prayer
Heart Questions:
· 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Standard 8: Mary and the saints – developing 
an understanding of the significance 
of the saints in our lives


Grade 7 – Standard 8
The student will be able to: 
1. Review the events in Mary’s life:  Immaculate Conception, Annunciation, and Visitation.  L48*
1. Explain how Mary is the New Eve. Supplemental material *
1. Give examples, through the events in Mary’s life, how Mary is the perfect disciple of Jesus Christ. L50*, YOUCAT85
1. Experience leading the Rosary. L51
1. Identify examples of Mary acting as and sharing in the Offices of Priest, Prophet, and King. L52
Vocabulary:
1. Immaculate Conception - Unit 12
1. Canticle - Unit 12
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
1. Pray the Rosary as a class.
1. Make a rope Rosary.
1. One day, pray the Rosary with your family.
1. If possible, go to Mass early to pray the Rosary beforehand.
1. Study and/or meditate on the Mysteries of the Rosary. 
1. Pray the Memorare.
Heart Questions:
1. Choose one set of mysteries. Write a one page paper describing the special events from Mary’s point of view. What she might be thinking, feeling, etc.  L51
1. Choose one of the appearances of Mary and explain what happened, to whom, what the message was, etc.  L52

Grade 8 – Standard 8
The student will be able to:
· Describe Heaven, Hell, and Purgatory; and what happens after we die. 8a, L39 and supplemental material *
· Explain why it is important to ask Mary to intercede for us. 8a, L39 *
Vocabulary:
· Immaculate Conception
· Assumption *
· Communion of Saints
Prayers / Faith in Action: 
· Angelus
· The Rosary
· Explain how praying to Mary has helped you
· Name a patron saint and explain why you ask for his or her prayers
· Pray a litany of saints as a class
Heart Questions:
· The Rosary

STANDARD 9: DEVELOPING AN UNDERSTANDING
OF THE CHURCH YEAR

Teacher will include age-appropriate lessons pertaining to:
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2. Advent
a. Waiting for coming of Jesus
b. Preparing our hearts for Jesus
c. Colors – pink and purple
d. Four Sundays 
e. Traditions
i. Advent wreath, etc. 
3. Christmas
a. Story of Christmas
b. Birth of Jesus
i. God coming into the world
4. Lent
a. Ash Wednesday
b. 40 Days
c. Psalm Sunday
5. Holy Week
a. Triduum
6. Easter Season
a. Easter Sunday
b. Pentecost 
7. Ordinary Time
a. Liturgical colors for various feasts and solemnities
b. Special feast days of saints (including your parish and AFC names)
