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Recent audit finds diocese to be in compliance with USCCB Charter

Two auditors from StoneBridge Business Partners of Rochester, N.Y., were in the Diocese of New 
Ulm Oct. 22-23 to determine whether the diocese was in compliance with the USCCB’s “Charter 
for the Protection of Youth and Young People.” Pictured, left to right, Kurt Litzelfelner from 
StoneBridge, Bishop John M. Levoir, Sr. Candace Fier, diocesan Safe Environment coordinator, 
Msgr. Douglas Grams, bishop’s delegate in matters pertaining to sexual misconduct, and Paul 
Adams from StoneBridge.                                                                                 (photo by Sam Patet)

If you or someone you know has been sexually exploited by a member of the clergy and 
you need to talk with someone about abuse, exploitation, or harassment, please contact the 
Diocese of New Ulm Victim Assistance Coordinator or the Bishop’s Delegate in Matters 
Pertaining to Sexual Misconduct by Clergy, 1400 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 56073; 
phone, 507-359-2966.

Si usted, o alguien a quien conoce, ha sido explotado sexualmente por un clero y necesita 
hablar con alguien sobre abuso, explotación o acoso sexual, por favor ponerse en contacto 
con el Coordinador de Asistencia para Victimas de la Diócesis de New Ulm o con el 
Delegado del Obispo en Asuntos que Pertenecen al Abuso Sexual por Cleros de la Diócesis 
de New Ulm, 1400 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 56073; número de teléfono, 507-359-
2966.

NEW ULM – Two auditors from 
StoneBridge Business Partners of 
Rochester, N.Y., were at the Pastoral 
Center Oct. 22-23 to determine if the 
diocese was in compliance with the 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishop’s “Charter for the Protection 
of Youth and Young People.” They 
found the diocese to be in compliance.

In a Nov. 9, 2012, letter to the 
diocese, StoneBridge wrote: “Based 
on the results of our recently 
performed on-site audit of the Diocese 
of New Ulm, the diocese has been 
found to be in compliance with all 
audited Articles within the ‘Charter 
for the Protection of Children and 
Young People’ for the 2011/2012 
audit period. The conclusions 
reached as to the compliance of your 
diocese are based upon our inquiry, 
observation, and the review of 
specifically requested documentation 
furnished to StoneBridge Business 
Partners during the course of this 
audit.” 

The on-site audit is an essential 
dimension of the United States 
bishops’ ongoing diligence in regard 
to the “Charter” and the “Essential 
Norms,” as well as the Diocese of 
New Ulm’s commitment to protecting 
children. (The “Essential Norms” are 
particular canon law for the bishops 
in the United States, www.usccb.org/
ocyp).

The first audit of the diocese was 
conducted Sept. 15-18, 2003, by 
the Gavin Group. The diocese was 
found to be in compliance. All audits 

conducted since 2003 have found the 
diocese to be in compliance with all 
Articles of the “Charter.”

Over the past nine years, the level 
of accountability required to be 
demonstrated in the audit process has 
become more comprehensive. In order 
to stay current with best practices as 
they apply to the audit and to the Safe 
Environment program, diocesan staff 
members Msgr. Douglas Grams, Sr. 
Candace Fier, and Thomas Keavney 
participated in a day-long Webinar, 
sponsored by the USCCB Secretariat 
of Child and Youth Protection, 
entitled, “Allegation and Audits: The 
Catholic Church Working to Protect 
Children.”               

Sr. Candace, diocesan Safe 
Environment coordinator, said, “The 
Diocese of New Ulm is committed as 
a Church to create a faith environment 
that nurtures and protects our children 
and youth. 

“The diocese has been able to achieve 
and maintain this compliance because 
of the outstanding commitment and 
cooperation of all of our parishes and 
schools with our Safe Environment 
program. With their ongoing support 
and participation, as well as the 
educational support of our VIRTUS 
Safe Environment programs, we 
are able to continue to maintain a 
high standard of compliance to the 
Charter.”
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