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d i o c e s a n  c h u r c h

by Sr. Candace Fier, ISSM
Safe Environment Coordinator

April is Child Abuse Prevention
Month. This year it takes on added
significance as we mark the 10th
anniversary of the “Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young
People,” the plan adopted by the
Catholic Church in the United
States to address the sexual abuse of
minors.

This month reminds us that we are
called to be instruments of justice
and compassion working for the
common good of all. This common
good is rooted in the intrinsic value
of human life and the dignity of the
human person. It calls us to work
for the healing of those who have
suffered abuse as well as to
maintain a safe environment in our
Church, society, and family.

We do this with the awareness that
in the population at large, recent
statistics tell us that one out of four

girls and one out of six boys are
assaulted before they turn 18.
Sexual abuse is not a problem
unique to the Catholic Church but is
a problem of our society. As Church
we are in a position to bring this
problem out into the open wherever
it might be found and offer
assistance in addressing it.

In the past 10 years, we have
reached out to victims, instituted
requirements for background
checks, instituted safe environment
education for adults and children,
and promoted catechesis on the
dignity of every human being.
Deacon Bernard Nojadera, the new
executive director of the USCCB’s
Secretariat for Child and Youth
Protection, highlights some of what
we have learned:

–Confronting child sexual abuse is
most of all about the person who
was abused. It is about helping a
child.
–What once seemed unbelievable is,
unfortunately, credible and must be
faced. Training, reference checks,
and background evaluations are
now a normal part of parish life to
keep children safe.
–Sexual abuse of a minor is a
sickness that can be contained
through vigilance but will not
disappear.

–Critical situations impel people
and institutions to change. People
now accept that child sexual abuse
exists and are willing to help stop it
from occurring.
–Learning to respond to the victim
of abuse is the first job of any
institution, community, or family.
–The court of public opinion holds
institutional leaders to a high
standard.
–Victims of child sexual abuse can
heal and live productive lives. Steps
that bring them toward healing
include seriously listening to their
stories and expressing profound
sorrow. There is hope, a gift of
grace from a loving God.
In this month of April, let us renew
our commitment to bring this
message forward. Resources are
available at http://usccb.org/issues-
and-action/child-and-youth-
protection/resources/child-abuse-
prevention-month-resources.cfm.

VIRTUS training session
The next safe environment
(VIRTUS) training session will be
held June 22 at 7 p.m. at the Church
of St. Mary, Bird Island. For further
information contact your local
parish/school office or Sr. Candace
Fier, diocesan Safe Environment
Coordinator, 507-359-2966;
cfier@dnu.org.

Ten years of ensuring a safe environment for children/youth

If you or someone you know has been sexually exploited by a member of
the clergy and you need to talk with someone about abuse, exploitation, or
harassment, please contact the Diocese of New Ulm Victim Assistance
Coordinator or the Bishop’s Delegate in Matters Pertaining to Sexual
Misconduct by Clergy, 1400 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 56073;
507-359-2966.

Si usted, o alguien a quien conoce, ha sido sexualmente por un clero y
necesita hablar con alguien sobre abuso,  o acoso sexual, por favor ponerse
en contacto con el Coordinador de Asistencia para Victimas de la Diócesis
de New Ulm o con el Delegado del Obispo en Asuntos que Pertenecen al
Abuso Sexual por Cleros de la Diócesis de New Ulm, 1400 6th Street
North, New Ulm, MN 56073; número de teléfono 507-359-2966.
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