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e d u c a t i o n

April designated as Child Abuse Awareness month
by Sr. Candace Fier, ISSM
Safe Environment Coordinator
Diocese of New Ulm

The 2010 National Safe
Environment Leadership
Conference took place in New
Orleans from March 14-18, with the
theme:"Marching in Line With Our
Promise to Prevent Child Abuse,
Protect Our Children, and Heal Our
Church." The conference provided a
message for all of us as Church; we
are reminded that one who marches
leaves behind an imprint that gives
witness to his commitment and
action. The imprint must speak to
the fact that as Church we are
seeking more than a safe
environment. We are seeking a faith
environment - an environment of
nurturing love and faith that affirms
the dignity of every human being
and gives witness to Christ in its
action of preventing, protecting, and
healing.  

As we seek to right the wrong of
sexual abuse, we do it in the spirit of
the Gospel message of Christ which
is a message of love.

Archbishop Gregory Aymond of the
Diocese of New Orleans

characterized this as a faith
environment where we empower by
imparting formation. Although he
was speaking to us as Safe
Environment Coordinators, Bishop
Aymond’s comments really apply to
all of us as Church because of the
various ways we participate in
ministry. Through our catechesis
and ministry we seek to model
behavior that affirms each person as
a child of God. By imparting the
truths of our faith we are
empowering people, especially our
children and young people to model
Christ and develop healthy
relationships. This formation is
preventative, protective, and healing
action that we must all be
responsible for. 

Creating and maintaining this faith
environment has its challenges; it is

truly faith formation, not sex
education. This formation fulfills its
task only when it is lived out by the
participants as individuals and
collectively by the Church as
community. We are called as
Catholics to respect the dignity of
every human being from conception
to natural death. Christ said,
"Whatever you do for the least of
my brothers you do for me." Each of
us must look out for the needs of
others, their healing, safety, support,
and respect for their dignity.  

Modeling right relationships and
listening, responding, and helping
those who have been abused or are
in danger of being abused brings
healing. Our children need our
continual effort in this area. They
alone cannot protect themselves
from abuse; they alone cannot
protect themselves from
pornography and the many other
dangers to their dignity and healthy
growth. As healers in our faith
environment, we must acknowledge
the task we all share in regard to our
children, by virtue of our baptism.
To the extent that we are people of
prayer, faith, and integrity, we bring
about an ever great fulfillment of
this task.

If you or someone you know has been sexually exploited by a member of
the clergy and you need to talk with someone about abuse, exploitation, or
harassment, please contact the Diocese of New Ulm Victim Assistance
Coordinator or the Bishop’s Delegate in Matters Pertaining to Sexual
Misconduct by Clergy, 1400 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 56073;
phone: (507) 359-2966.

Si usted, o alguien a quien conoce, ha sido sexualmente por un clero y
necesita hablar con alguien sobre abuso,  o acoso sexual, por favor ponerse
en contacto con el Coordinador de Asistencia para Victimas de la Diócesis de
New Ulm o con el Delegado del Obispo en Asuntos que Pertenecen al
Abuso Sexual por Cleros de la Diócesis de New Ulm, 1400 6th Street
North, New Ulm, MN 56073; número de teléfono (507) 359-2966.

VIRTUS safe environment training session
April 12 at 6:30 p.m. at Church of St. Anastasia, Hutchinson
May 8 at 9:30 a.m. at St. Anthony Elementary School, New Ulm
May 26 at 7:00 p.m. at Church of Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer

Contact your local parish/school office for additional upcoming sessions
or visit www.dnu.org.
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