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e d u c a t i o n

In June 2002, the United  States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
issued The Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young
People. The Charter calls every
diocese to establish safe environment
programs "...to be conducted
cooperatively with parents, civil
authorities, educators, and
community organizations to provide
education and training for children,
youth, parents, ministers, educators,
and others about ways to make and
maintain a safe environment for
children and young people." Each
diocese is also expected "...to make
clear to clergy and all members of
the community the standards of
conduct for clergy and other persons
in positions of trust with regard to
children."

In accord with the Charter, the
Diocese of New Ulm has conducted
a safe environment program over the
past six years. In 2007, the VIRTUS
Protecting God’s Children training
program was introduced in the
diocese and has been the format of
the safe environment program ever
since. VIRTUS identifies best
practices designed to help prevent
wrongdoing within religious
organizations. VIRTUS has proved
to be a good fit for the Diocese of
New Ulm as it has an online
component that replaces the safe
environment program format of
speakers and/or DVDs that were part
of the past programs. 

All employees in the Diocese of
New Ulm, as well as volunteers who
work unsupervised with minors, are
required to attend a VIRTUS training
session. Parents and other interested
parishioners are also welcome to
attend at any scheduled site.  

According to Karla Cross, diocesan
Director of Catholic Schools,
“student required VIRTUS  lessons
are to be completed by the end of
October in schools and by the end
of November for the Religious
Education programs.”

Safe environment training opportunities

OCTOBER 3, 2009
9:30 a.m. in Litchfield

OCTOBER 12, 2009
6:30 p.m. in Redwood Falls

OCTOBER 24, 2009
9:30 a.m. in Glencoe
NOVEMBER 5, 2009

6:30 p.m. in Sleepy Eye
DECEMBER 1, 2009 

6:30 p.m. in Arlington

DECEMBER 12, 2009
9:30 a.m. in Olivia
JANUARY 5, 2010

6:30 p.m. in Morgan
FEBRUARY 11, 2010 

6:30 p.m. in Marshall 
MARCH 20, 2010 

9:30 a.m. in Arlington

f you or someone you know 
has been sexually exploited by

a  member of the clergy and you
need to talk with someone about
abuse, exploitation, or harassment,
please contact the Diocese of New
Ulm Victim Assistance
Coordinator or the Bishop’s
Delegate in Matters Pertaining to
Sexual Misconduct by Clergy,
1400 6th Street North, New Ulm,
MN 56073; phone: (507) 359-
2966.

Si usted, o alguien a quien conoce,
ha sido sexualmente por un clero
y necesita hablar con alguien
sobre abuso,  o acoso sexual, por
favor ponerse en contacto con el
Coordinador de Asistencia para
Victimas de la Diócesis de New
Ulm o con el Delegado del Obispo
en Asuntos que Pertenecen al
Abuso Sexual por Cleros de la
Diócesis de New Ulm, 1400 6th
Street North, New Ulm, MN
56073; número de teléfono (507)
359-2966.

IIn preparation for Respect Life
Sunday, the U.S.Catholic bishops
have made available the 2009-2010
Respect Life Program to help
address a variety of pro-life
concerns. This year's Respect Life
Sunday, which will take place on
October 4, 2009, has as its theme
"Every Child Brings Us God's
Smile," based on comments in a
January 2007 homily of Pope
Benedict XVI. 

The Respect Life flyer explores this
theme and provides a timeline of
fetal development. Topics include

assisted suicide, contraception,
infertility, and “same-sex marriage.”
Printed pamphlets containing
Respect Life articles are available
on the Web site of the USCCB
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities.

The Respect Life Program was
begun in 1972 to bring Church
teaching on the value and dignity of
human life to the Catholic
community and the wider public.
Respect Life Sunday is observed in
almost all of the 195 Catholic
dioceses in the United States.

Respect Life Sunday to be
observed Oct. 4 in parishes

Upcoming VIRTUS training sessions

World Mission Sunday,
October 18, 2009

by Fr. Phil Schotzko,
diocesan director,
Office of
Propagation of 
the Faith

I felt like I was in the midst of a
whirlwind as we prepared for our
parish fall festival last month. I
woke up realizing I had lost track of
a much larger mission effort of the
Church which includes World
Mission Sunday on October 18,

2009. Our local efforts to keep the
faith alive in our little corner of the
world can take our whole attention
and blot out concern for the larger
Church and its mission throughout
the world. Every year the Pope
invites us to share in this mission
through a special collection.

As diocesan Director of the Office
of the Propagation of the Faith, I
urge all members of our parishes to
take to heart the missionary call of
the Lord recorded in the last verses
of Matthew’s Gospel, “…go
therefore, and make disciples of all
nations…” (Mt 28:18-20).

My own experience as a missionary
in San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala,
continues to enrich my life and
serves as a resource in preaching,
prayer, and pastoral perspective.
For example, the images of devotion
and phrases from Scripture that were
emphasized in Guatemala often
shape my prayer life and my
pastoral response in my parish here
in the United States. Involvement
in cross-cultural ministry provides
an opportunity for the faithful of
other lands to speak to us in those
areas of our lives where we have yet
to hear and accept the message of
the Gospel

Remember the larger mission. . . 

This fall the diocese will again
welcome the NET Team (National
Evangelization Team). This group
of young adults (ages 18-28)
volunteer nine months of their lives
to share the message of God’s love
to youth. This year, Team #4 will
be in the diocese October 17-31,
2009. They will be present at the
Senior High Youth Rally on
October 25 at the Church of St.
Peter in St. Peter, and also offer
youth retreats at various locations
throughout the diocese.

The arrival of the NET Team is
something Sr. Margaret McHugh,
diocesan Director of Youth
Ministry, looks forward to each
year. "These young people are so
enthusiastic and on fire for their
faith! They reach out to our youth
and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
through personal witness, inviting
them to live for Christ. They are
able to share their testimony, have
fun with the kids, and share their
message of hope.”  

Kimberly Juncewski, daughter of
Jim and Rose Juncewski from the
Church of St. John in Darwin, will
be serving on Team #7. A 2009
high school graduate, Juncewski
served on the 2008-2009 Diocesan
Youth Council. She is looking
forward to serving on the NET
Team. "I’m really excited to make
youth excited about our great
Catholic faith,” she commented.

Juncewski’s team will be traveling
in the eastern part of the country
(South Carolina, Washington DC,
Pennsylvania, Maryland,  and
Indiana) conducting youth retreats
between October and December
2009.

Diocese to welcome National
Evangelization Team (NET)

Kimberly
Juncewski from
St. John’s, in
Darwin has been
accepted on a
NET Team. 

Senior High Rally
set for October 25

The annual diocesan Senior High
Rally will be held on October 25,
2009, at the Church of St. Peter in
St. Peter from noon to 6:00 p.m.
Keynote will be Fr. Burke Masters
from the Diocese of Joliet. Fr.
Burke is a former professional
baseball player. His presentation
will be on the Game of Life and he
will share his journey From the
Diamond to the Roman Collar.  

Nationally known Christian
singer/songwriter, Audrey Assad,
will share her songs and story with
a message of hope for all. 

Rally participants can expect a day
of music, faith, and friendship with
other young people from all over
the diocese. To register contact
Office of Youth Ministry, (507)
359-2966; cblickem@dnu.org.

Contact your local parish/school office for
additional upcoming sessions or visit www.dnu.org.
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