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This year, School Sister of Notre
Dame Sister Justin Wirth celebrates
60 years of religious life. Since 2002
Sister Justin has served as the
Pastoral Minister for Spiritual
Direction at St. Joseph the Worker
Parish in west Mankato, MN. The
parish will celebrate Sister Justin’s
Diamond Jubilee and also 50 years of
School Sisters of Notre Dame
presence in the parish at the 10:30
a.m. Mass, followed by brunch at the
church on Sunday, April 13, 2008. 

After profession in 1948, Sister
Justin taught and also served as a
parish school administrator for 27
years in Minnesota and Iowa. With
her involvement in the Charismatic
movement came a change in
ministry, first serving as a retreat
director in Spokane, WA, and
Mankato before spending 11 years in
the New Ulm diocesan Office for
Worship and Spiritual Life. She also
served the New Ulm diocese as the
liaison for Charismatic Renewal. 

Sister Justin served as pastoral
administrator at St. Michael in
Milroy, MN, and continued her
involvement in Charismatic
Renewal. She has traveled the United
States and Canada giving retreats,
teaching seminars, training leaders
and speaking at conferences, besides
authoring books on faith sharing. In
1989 she received the New Ulm
Diocesan Distinguished Service
Medal.

Sister Justin Wirth celebrates
diamond jubilee

Sr. Justin Wirth, SSND

Sister Mary Boylan, SSND, 85, died
February 29, 2008, at Good Counsel
Convent in Mankato, MN. The
Funeral Mass was Tuesday, March 4,
2008.

Sister Mary (also known as Sister
Margaret Ann) was born in Mankato
in 1922. She entered the School
Sisters of Notre Dame in Mankato in
1942 and took First Vows in 1944.
She taught at a number of elementary
and high schools. 

In 1959, she and Sister Cortona Aydt
took a C.C.D. Leadership Training

Course which qualified them to train
lay catechists. At the request of
Franklin pastor, Fr. Harry Majerus,
they began a diocesan ministry of
instructing lay catechists in many
rural parishes. They conducted week-
long teacher training and adult
education classes, set up schools of
religion, presented demonstration
classes, and held teacher meetings. 

Sister collaborated in the
development of a religious education
curriuclum and homework guides for
Kindergarten- Grade 12 which
became known as The New Ulm
Plan. The innovative New Ulm
materials were copied and mailed
throughout the diocese and the
country. By 1962, over 20 dioceses
were using the lesson plans and
homework sheets. Sister Mary stayed
in this ministry until 1966.

In 1992, she returned to the Diocese
of New Ulm as parish minister, and
later parish volunteer at St. Joseph
Parish in Montevideo. 

Visit www.ssndmankato.org/obits.

Pioneer in diocesan religious
education program dies

Sr. Mary Boylan, SSND

Washington - April is Child Abuse
Prevention Month. The United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
Secretariat of Child and Youth
Protection has made care for minors a
key priority and spearheaded
nationwide safe environment
programs through which 5,683,940
minors already have been educated
on how to protect themselves from
harm and 1,844,681 adults have
undergone background screening and
training on appropriate relationships
with youth in their care. 

“We can never rest when it comes to
protecting children and teenagers,”
said Bishop Gregory Aymond, chair
of the bishops’ Committee on the
Protection of Children and Young
People. “They are gifts entrusted to
us by God and our future is in their
hands. The prevalence of child abuse
in our society calls for vigilance of
parents, pastors, teachers, indeed, all
responsible adults. Child Abuse
Prevention Month deserves our
attention in both prayer and action.”

(Visit: usccb.org for further information.)

April Child Abuse Prevention Month
safe environment efforts continue throughout diocese

All employees in the Diocese of New Ulm, as well as volunteers who
work unsupervised with minors, are required to attend a "Protecting God’s
Children" training session by VIRTUS. (See scheduled sessions listed
below) Parents and other interested parishioners are also welcome to
attend at any scheduled site. Note: If you are unsure if you are required to
attend, please call your local parish/school office. 

Only NEW volunteers or employees are to pre-register. If you have been
employed or volunteered since 2003, do not pre-register. New volunteers
and employees may pre-register at www.virtus.org.

2008 Safe Environment Sessions

April 5 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. St. Peter, St. Peter

April 26 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. St. Aloysius, Olivia

May 15 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. St. Francis, Benson

June 7 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. St. Philip, Litchfield

“Let there now be no doubt or confusion on anyone’s part: For us,

your bishops, our obligation to protect children and young people

and to prevent sexual abuse flows from the mission and example

given to us by Jesus Christ himself, in whose name we serve.”

- Excerpt from the USCCB Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People

by Thomas Keaveny,
Catholic Charities consultant

Last May, Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of New Ulm and other
counseling agencies from across
Minnesota were invited to attend a
meeting convened by Minnesota
Army National Guard Chaplain,
LTC John Morris. The meeting was
entitled, "The Challenge of the
Road Home: from Warrior to
Citizen-Soldier." Chaplin Morris

was "recruiting" parishes, Catholic
Charities and other agencies to help
provide reintegration services for
military personnel returning from
service in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

While counseling services may be
provided through Catholic Charities
and other agencies, it is important to
make good use of existing resources
available to military veterans and
their families.

The Minnesota Army National

Guard and their Air Force Guard
and Reserve counterparts have been
pioneers and innovators in such
efforts. Eleven Family Assistance
Centers (FACs) - with three serving
southern Minnesota in New Ulm,
Marshall, and Mankato - exist to
"assist in any situation and to
possess the resources to outsource
families or individuals to receive
the assistance they need."

The FACs are the primary point of
contact for information and referral
for veterans and their families. The
FACs also assist with Family
Reintegration Academies. They
coordinate services with county,
state, and federal programs. They
provide a confidential setting for
family communications,
community support initiatives, as

Catholic Charities at work assisting in
military reintegration process

The
Minnesota
Army National
Guard 125th
Battalion
recently
returned
home from a
two-year
deployment in
Iraq.
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